
BRIDGEWATER STATE UNIVERSITY - CENTER FOR SUSTAINABILITY (CfS) 

SEMESTER GRANT PROGRAM  

INDIVIDUAL AND SMALL GROUP APPLICATION FORM 2010-2011 
 
The CfS Semester Grants support undergraduate research during the academic year by providing funds to offset the costs of research-
related supplies and travel.  Semester Grants are available to all BSU undergraduate students in good academic standing, who are 
conducting research or creative work under the guidance of a BSU faculty mentor.  Applications will be accepted from individual 
student researchers or research groups. A research group is defined as two or more students conducting the same research project as 
part of a team with the same faculty mentor. Only one application should be submitted for a group project. The group leader will 

typically be responsible for all expenses.  NOTE: These grants are not to be used to replace departmental budget responsibilities 

for typical classroom work, and cannot be used to purchase computer equipment; computer supplies, however, are allowed.  You 
are expected to consult with your research mentor for help in completing this application.   
 
The CfS Semester Grant Program runs in parallel with the Adrian Tinsley Program.  Students interested in submitting a CfS proposal 
should refer to the “Call for Proposals” that can be found attached at the end of this form.  Please note that students may apply to both 
the CfS and ATP for the same project.  However, any project submitted to the CfS that is not funded, will automatically be submitted 
to ATP for funding consideration.  CfS proposals will be reviewed by the CfS Coordinators, Dr. Ed Brush (ebrush@bridgew.edu) and 
Dr. Deniz Leuenberger (dleuenberger@bridgew.edu).  Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions.   
 
The complete application including your mentor’s recommendation and signature must be received by Ms. Kathy Frederick, Office of 
Undergraduate Research, Room 200, Maxwell Library, by 4:00 PM on October 8, 2010 (Fall grants). 
 
Name (individual or group leader):__________________________ Banner ID#:_____________________________________ 
 
Major:__________________________________________________  Expected Graduation Date:_________________________ 
 
Phone:__________________________________________________  *BSU E-mail: __________________________________ 
 

GPA (in your major):____________ GPA (overall):____________ 
 
 

If the proposed research will be conducted as part of a group, please complete the information below for other group members.   
 
Name___________________________________________________ Banner ID#:_____________________________________ 
 
Major:__________________________________________________  Expected Graduation Date:_________________________ 
 
Phone:__________________________________________________  BSU E-mail: ____________________________________ 
 
GPA (in your major):____________ GPA (overall):____________ 
 
Name__________________________________________________ Banner ID#:_____________________________________ 
 
Major:_________________________________________________   Expected Graduation Date:_________________________ 
 
Phone:_________________________________________________  BSU E-mail: ____________________________________ 
 

GPA (in your major):____________ GPA (overall):____________ 
 
Name_________________________________________________ Banner ID#:_____________________________________ 
 
Major:_________________________________________________   Expected Graduation Date:_________________________ 
 
Phone:_________________________________________________  BSU E-mail: ____________________________________ 
 
GPA (in your major):____________ GPA (overall):____________ 
 

If there are additional group members please submit their information on a separate sheet. 
 

*Note: All official correspondence will be via your official BSU email address only. 
 
Project Description (350 word limit).  Prior to completing this application please read the “Call for Proposals” attached at the end of 



this form.  On a separate page, address the following items:   
1.  Title of your project. 
2.  Clearly state the research question and campus sustainability issue that this project will address.   
3.  Describe the methodology that will be employed to address the research question and address the relevance of the methodology to 
the project. 
4.  Describe the general significance of the project to the BSU community as related to campus sustainability.  
 

Safety.  Does your project involve any of the following: Animal Subjects; Human Subjects; Hazardous Materials; Radioactive 
Materials?         YES_____      NO_____        If yes, please explain in your proposal how you will address safety issues.   
 
IRB.  Does your grant application require Institutional Review Board (IRB) approval?   YES_____     NO_____ 

If yes, please indicate whether: 
      - an IRB application has been made by the time of the grant submission, and 
      - the IRB approval is in place at the time the CfS Grant Review Committee deliberates. 
 
Proposed Budget.  Individual students may receive up to $300 for supplies, books, research-related travel (not travel to conferences), 
or photocopy costs. For group projects, the maximum amount allowed is $175 per group member. For example, a research group 
consisting of two students can propose a budget not to exceed $350.  However, the total reimbursement for any group cannot exceed 
$750.  Please check the categories below that best match your intended use of these funds: 
[    ] Books 
[    ] Photocopying/Printing 
[   ] Basic Supplies 
[   ] Research-Related Travel (conference travel not allowed) 
[   ] Other 
If approved, funds will not be released directly to the student, but will be handled as reimbursements or order request forms.  If this is 
a group application, usually all expenses will be incurred by, and reimbursed to, the group leader.  All expenditures must be completed 
by December 12 (Fall grants) and May 1 (Spring grants), and reimbursement requests must be submitted no later than January 16 (Fall 
grants) and May 22 (Spring grants).  There is no carry-over of funds from Fall to Spring semester. The CfS is observing the ATP 
reimbursement guidelines and forms.  These are available at http://www.bridgew.edu/ATP/reimbforms.cfm.    
 
Budget Justification.   On a separate sheet of paper, estimate the amount needed for each of the budget categories checked above and 
provide a brief explanation of its purpose, relevance, and necessity within the context of your project.   
 
Course Information.  To receive a CfS Semester Grant you must be conducting your project as part of a course in the semester that 
applies to this grant application (Fall or Spring). The course may be Honors Thesis research, a research or independent/directed study 
course, or one of your regular courses (free elective, core curriculum, or major). Your research mentor must be the instructor of the 
course. Please indicate this information below: 
 
Course Number: _______________________ Course Title: _________________________________________________________ 
 
Course Instructor (Mentor): ______________________________ Mentor’s Department: ________________________________ 

 

Grant conditions.  As a condition of this grant I/we agree to submit a 2-4 page report on the project by the end of finals week of the 
term in which we receive the grant, and to present the results of the research or creative work (group presentations are acceptable) at 
the ATP Undergraduate Research Symposium on April 29, 2010. 
 
Student Signature (individual or group leader):_________________________________  Date:___________________________ 
 

If this application is for a group project, other group members should sign here: 

 

 

___________________________                _____________________________               ____________________________ 

 

 

___________________________                 _____________________________              ____________________________ 

 

A complete semester grant application includes this Application Form (with signatures), the Project Description, Proposed Budget 
with the Justification, and your mentor’s recommendation and signature in a separate sealed envelope. Incomplete grant applications 

will be returned. 



Mentor’s Recommendation and Signature 
 

 

The mentor should complete this page and return it to the student applicant or group leader in a sealed envelope.  

 

Note: You must be a full-time or part-time faculty member at BSU to mentor a student on a research project funded by a 

Semester Grant. 

 

Name of student(s):_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

For how long have you known the applicant(s)? 

 

 

 

 

 

Please rate the individual student or research group below using a scale from 1 to 5. At your discretion, you may skip this 

rating scheme and write a brief recommendation instead (300 word limit).   

 

(1) Excellent (top 10%), (2) Good (top 25%), (3) Fair (top 50%), (4) Below Average (bottom 50%), (5) No basis to judge 

 

Overall knowledge in discipline of proposed research:_________________ 

 

Overall academic ability:_______________ 

 

Applicants potential for research in this field:________________ 

 

Motivation:_____________ 

 

Maturity:____________ 

 

Interpersonal skills:______________ 

 

Communication skills:____________ 

 

Overall Recommendation:_______________  

 

 

Responsibilities of the Research Mentor.  The research mentor is responsible for establishing an environment that will provide your 

student the best possible experience in conducting the proposed research.  This includes: 

• Assisting the student in finding the resources required for conducting the proposed research; 

• Assuring that the research is conducted in an ethical manner; 

• Assistance and quality control in preparation of the proposal, conducting the research, writing of reports, and giving 

presentations; 

• Assistance with public dissemination of the research at campus, regional, or national conferences (student travel funds are 

available); 

• Evaluation of your student's progress for use as feedback to the student at the end of the semester grant period. 

• If the project requires the use of animal or human subjects, and/or hazardous or radioactive materials, assisting the student in 

acquiring IRB approval. 
 
 
Mentor’s signature  Date  
 
 
(Last updated by EJB on 18 September 2009) 
 

 

 



 

Center for Sustainability – Semester Grant Program 

CALL FOR PROPOSALS 

Student Projects focused on Campus Sustainability Issues 

 

The Center for Sustainability is initiating a semester grant program to encourage student exploration into 
campus sustainability issues directly related to the development of a Climate Action Plan through the American 
College and University Presidents Climate Commitment.  Campus sustainability is an excellent theme for 
motivated student inquiry, as these issues directly impact the entire BSU community.  Furthermore, finding the 
answers to campus sustainability questions will develop critical thinking skills, may involve a multidisciplinary 
approach, and could lead to extended student research projects, honors theses, and community-based research.   
 
Broad campus participation from all academic disciplines is strongly encouraged!  To promote engagement and 
collaboration from diverse disciplinary areas, the approach to these projects may include (but are not limited 
to): individual, research group, and whole-class projects; cost-benefit and SWOT analyses; lab and field 
research; education research; writing composition; audio and/or visual documentary; editorial writing; 
mathematical/computational modeling; etc. 
 
Project Topics.  There are abundant opportunities for student engagement on sustainability projects that have 
the potential to impact the entire BSU community.  Although general project topics are listed below, students 
are encouraged to formulate their own specific research questions and then fit these into a context appropriate to 
the student’s interests, desired impact, and intended audience.  Under this Call for Proposals, the following 
general topics are being targeted for funding: 
 

• Energy Conservation 

• Water Conservation 

• Energy & Water Audits 

• Bottled water issues 

• Recycling 

• Composting 

• Sustainable Dining and Food Systems 

• Fair Trade Policy 

• Community gardens 

• Transportation/commuting issues 

• Biodiesel from waste cooking oil 

• Investing in carbon offsets 

• Renewable energy (wind, solar, 

geothermal) 

• Biking on campus 

• Paper use and reduction 

• Green computing 

• Green purchasing policy 

• Green building construction 

• Sustainability metrics 

• Sustainability courses, curriculum and 
programs 

• Sustainability and Community Outreach 

• Sustainability and campus culture 

• Sustainability and Social Justice 

• Sustainability and ethics

 
If students have a question about whether their topic and/or research question is suitable under this grant 
program, we encourage you to run your ideas by the Center for Sustainability coordinators: Dr. Ed Brush, 
ebrush@bridgew.edu, x2116, or Dr. Deniz Leuenberger, dleuenberger@bridgew.edu , x6125. 
 
 

BSU is among over 600 U.S. institutions that have signed on to the American College and University Presidents Climate 

Commitment (ACUPCC).  The ultimate goal of the ACUPCC is for the signee institutions to develop and implement a campus 

Climate Action Plan focused on neutralizing green house gas emissions, and to accelerate research and educational efforts to 

equip society to re-stabilize the earth’s climate. 

Campus wide discussions at BSU will begin in October 2009. 


