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The Aeronautics Division Starts an Aviation Internship Program
Two students enrolled in area aviation programs were recently chosen for the new internship program at the Aeronauntics Division

By: Katie R. Servis (MassDOT Aeronantics Division)

Undergraduate student internships are the best way to introduce college students to various career opportunities available within
their chosen course of study. Internships provide students with an opportunity to enhance their scholastic knowledge with a real
day-to-day professional learning experience. In fact, a number of MassDOT Aeronautics Division staff started their careers as in-
terns which proved to be rewarding hands-on learning experiences. Because of these valuable experiences, the MassDOT Aero-
nautics Division staff wanted to give back to the aviation student community by providing deserving individuals with the same op-
portunities. Therefore, an unpaid six month internship program was created with the following purpose in mind:

To help the MassDOT Aeronantics Division with various assignments related to the operation, planning and administration of the
36 Public-Use Airports within the Commuonwealth of Massachusetts and to give a deserving college student the ability to enbance their
scholastic aviation knowledge with a real-world professional learning experience in airport management and public administration.

The internship program was developed in partnership with staff from the aviation programs at North Shore Community College
(John Bosco, Aviation Sciences Program Coordinator) and Bridgewater
State University (Greg Bongiorno, Aviation Manager). It has been de-
signed to provide students with the opportunity to learn more about: N y P
MassDOT Aeronautics Division’s management and operational phi- ‘ Aeroautibisum ‘
losophy; government, airport and public relations; statewide programs :
including the statewide airport system plan and economic plan; airport
funding and grant programs; airport obstruction analysis; airport in-
spections, maintenance and construction procedures; airport design
and engineering; airport land use and master planning; and airport envi-
ronmental planning. This will be accomplished by having the students

attend training sessions with Aeronautics Division staff members as

Gilberto “Gil” Cardenas
(above) and Thomas
Ocloo (right) were re-

well as attending various airport and Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) meetings, airport site visits and airport inspections so that they

can see their area of study used in a real environment.
cently chosen for the new

internship program at the

. . .. . Aeronautics Division.
views. Two students were ultimately selected to join our aviation fam- Welome!

ily: Gilberto Cardenas and Thomas Ocloo.
Gilberto “Gil” Cardenas, a resident of East Boston and student at North Shore Community College, where he is majoring in
Aviation Management, joined the Aeronautics Division on April 4, 2011 and will be with us until September 2, 2011. Gil’s studies
have included aviation law and safety, private pilot ground school, business marketing and small airport operations. Gil is also tak-
ing flight lessons towards his private pilot’s certificate at Beverly Municipal Airport and is a member of the Aircraft Owners and
Pilots Association (AOPA). Mr. Cardenas will be transferring to Bridgewater State University in the Fall to continue with his avia-

During the month of February 2011 resumes were collected and
scored and in March the Aeronautics Division staff conducted intet-

tion management studies.

Thomas Ocloo, originally from the West African country of Ghana and now a resident of Worcester, will join the Aeronautics
Division on May 3, 2011 from Bridgewater State University. Thomas will be graduating from Bridgewater in May of this year with
a Bachelor of Science degree in Aviation Science (Aviation Management Concentration). Thomas’ studies have included an intro-
duction to Federal Aviation Regulations, airport and airline management, air traffic control, private pilot ground school, aviation
safety and weather, aircraft navigation, flight planning, aircraft weight and balance, aircraft performance, aircraft communications,
and graphic design. Thomas is currently taking flight lessons towards his private pilot’s certificate at New Bedford Regional Air-
pott. Mr. Ocloo’s internship will be condensed into a four month program and will end in August 2011 due to the fact that he will
be leaving Massachusetts to head south to Florida as he has been accepted into an aviation master’s program at Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University. Congratulations Thomas!

These young professionals are the industry's future and it is up to the industry to step forward and provide these aviation stu-
dents with a chance to immerse themselves in the day-to-day activities of the industry. Please join the Aeronautics Division staff in
welcoming and educating our interns! m



	Christopher Willenborg, Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MassDOT) Aeronautics Division Administrator.
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	Tammie Irwin, Director of Safety and Compliance at Cape Air / Nantucket Airlines, is an enthusiastic exhibitor for the Aviation, Maritime and Transportation Education Expo and truly enjoys the educational outreach that this venue offers area students. 

	Steve Rawding, an Airport Planner with MassDOT Aeronautics Division and the office’s aviation education spokesperson, was an exhibitor at the event and had no problem enticing students to learn to fly using the very popular flight simulator. 
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