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President’s Message

Dear Fellow Kappans,

It is difficult to believe we are already preparing for our final PDK Chapter
meeting of the year. I hope you will join us on May 8" at the Fireside
Grille when we will initiate new members and award the PDK Bridgewater
State College Chapter scholarships.

Looking back, this has been a terrific year. It began on September 20" with
a celebration of the 10™ anniversary of our chapter. In October we were
treated to a fabulous PowerPoint presentation by Dr. Gloria Moran on the
subject of her educational travels in Russia. For the holiday season in
December we hosted a politically incorrect Yankee Swap that was good for
more than a few laughs and turned serious again to collect a generous
donation of goods for the Carolina Hill Shelter for Women & Children.
Most recently, in February we hosted a remarkable presentation by Georgia
Clancy who demonstrated the incredible power of community service
learning.

It has been a pleasure serving as president of the Bridgewater State College
Chapter of Phi Delta Kappa for the past two years. At our next meeting we
will be voting in a new chapter president, and I know s/he will enjoy
working with the members of this group and the executive board as much
as I did. Thank you all for a wonderful two years!

Hope to see you May.
Sincerely,

Jane

Jane M. Souza, Ph.D.
2006-2008 President
Bridgewater State College Chapter, PDK



Hillary Was Not the First

Joseph Oliveri, Chapter Historian

Whatever your political inclinations, you have to
give some credit to the Democratic Party for the
consideration given to their two leading candidates for the
presidency. Barack Obama is the first black American that
the general public recognizes as a candidate for the
presidency. And many of us think that Hillary Clinton is
the first woman to run for that office. Although the former
is most likely true, the latter is definitely not true. In
1870, 50 years before the 19™ Amendment gave women
the right to vote, Victoria Woodhull announced her
candidacy for the presidency. Challenging the incumbent
war hero, Ulysses S. Grant and his Democratic opponent,
Horace Greeley, Ms. Woodhull was initially overlooked.
However, she won the support of women suffragettes,
most notably Susan B. Anthony, Lucretia Mott and
Elizabeth Cady Stanton. Since Woodhull was unable to
raise much public money, she used funds that she had amassed as the first woman to open a
bank on Wall Street and the profits from a newspaper that she founded with her sister. When
the Equal Rights Party met in 1872, they overwhelmingly named her as their candidate and
she selected Frederick Douglass, a former slave and elegant speaker, as her running mate
(perhaps an ironic twist of fate). Woodhull advocated an 8 hour day, women’s right to vote,
a graduated income tax, and a social welfare program that smacked of Communist doctrine.
She used the power of the press and free speech to advance her positions — both components
for which she was roundly criticized and attacked by her opponents. A muckraker at heart,
she used her newspaper to expose corrupt government politicians and their wealthy
supporters. Even though she fought for the right of women to vote, she believed that right
was already guaranteed by the 14™ and 15" Amendments — and, of course, she was right. But
it was a male dominated society and the power brokers of the time labeled her a “whore” and
cartoonist Thomas Nast depicted her as “Mrs. Satan”. Woodhull fought against the money
holders and politicians whom she said overlooked the wishes of the people. She portrayed
the nationally revered Reverend Henry Ward Beecher as an adulterer - a scandal that
eventually resulted in a legal battle that left her penniless and exhausted. She was expelled
from her New York apartment because of the bad publicity and eventually landed in jail — on
election night! In the late 1870’s she moved to England with her sister; both married into
wealth and lived well until their deaths. It has been 138 years since Victoria Woodhull ran
for the presidency and still no woman has ever been elected to that office. The issues she
fought for — privacy, free speech and free press, a voice and needs of the average person - are
still controversial. We have yet to elect a black person as either president or vice-president.
Thus, the more things change, the more they stay the same. 4
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PDK

""Leadership in a Changing World"

Meeting: Thursday, May 8, 2008

Place: The Fireside Grille

30 Bedford Street Middleboro MA.
(Located at the Middleboro Rotary)
Phone number 508 947 5333

5:30pm Networking
6:00pm Topic: Initiation of New Members and PDK Chapter Scholarship presentation
6:30pm Dinner

All reservations must be accompanied by a check for the amount of your dinner/s.
Checks should be made payable to PDK.
No reservations will be made for you without a check.

Please indicate your dinner choice and send this half of your newsletter with your check to:

Mrs. Kimberlee Scott, Vice President for Programming PDK

15 Donald Street West Wareham, MA 02576-1421.

Please have your check payable to PDK to me by April 30, 2008.

If you are ordering for a group, please indicate the number and type of meal/s required.

Dinner Choices are:
Please indicate dinner selection:

Prime Rib $31.50
Baked Stuffed Chicken $23.50
Baked Haddock $24.50

Your name

Number of people in your party

Phone number or email address where you can be reached if you dinner selection is not

available

Page three



PHI DELTA KAPPA {sttamationsl

BSC Phi Delta Kappa

c/o School of Education
and Allied Studies

Bridgewater State College

Bridgewater, MA 02325

- _0____00_000____]
Upcoming Events

Focus on Service

May 8, 2008 Induction and Scholarship Presentation

PDK News is printed bi-monthly during the academic year.
Articles submitted for consideration should be e-mailed to the
editor :

Mary Ann McKinnon, PDK News Editor
mmckinnon@bridgew.edu




