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President’s Corner

Dear Fellow Kappans,

Thank you to all who joined us on October 3¢ for thisyear’s
first meeting of the Bridgewater State College Chapter of Phi Delta
Kappa. We were happy to have good attendance for our special
presentation from Dr. Susan Miller who spoke on the subject of MCAS
for special needs students.

If you were unable to join usin October, | do hope that your
schedule will permit you to be present at the next meeting on
Wednesday, November 15" at the Fireside Grille. Thiswill be a special
night as our evening will begin with a wine and cheese social from 5:30
— 6:00 hosted by the Bridgewater Sate College Dean of the School of
Education & Allied Sudies, Dr. Anna Bradfield. Later, we will review a
great PDK opportunity for both novice and veteran teachers. So please
plan to join us on November 15",

TEACHER OF THE YEAR PROGRAM: It israther earlyin
the year for this, but | would like to introduce you to the PDK Teacher of
the Year Program that is sponsored by Wal-Mart. | was not aware of this
program myself until | received a call from PDK International asking if |
would be willing to present the award on behalf of PDK for the RI State
Teacher of the Year. Believe it or not, there is no chapter of PDK in
Rhode Iland, hence the need to reach out to us, the nearest chapter.

Mary Ann McKinnon and | went
to this wonder ful awards
presentation at the Goff Junior
High School in Pawtucket. We
were on hand to present the
state level award to this very

: 4 deserving teacher who got a

=5 ,,/ /ww Aghe siun ‘ standing ovation when it was
announced that in addition to
his personal award, the school
was receiving a check for
$10,000 from Wal-Mart! Of
course we reached out to this
community and invited them to join our chapter of PDK... but it also got
us thinking. Why don’t we promote local nominations for the Teacher of
the Year Award?

e ot o o

p—&’

Please visit the web site at http://mww.pdkintl.org/walmart/
home.htm. There you will find information about the Teacher of the Year
Program. As | mentioned above, it is a bit early since the nominations
are not due until February, but please start thinking about who would be
good to nominate. I’m sure we all know many highly effective teachers
that wouldn’t mind being recognized for their hard work. Please give
this some thought and | will circulate additional nomination information
when the deadline nears.

I look forward to seeing you on November 15" and please feel
free to invite your colleaguesto join us.

Sncerely, Jane M. Souza

News About Town:
What's H4157?

House bill 4157, an act relative to teacher and
administrator quality, represents the culmination of two
years of work by many statewide constituent groups
concerned about the quality of teachers and educational
leaders in the commonwealth. We' ve all seen legislation
come and go in an attempt to “fix” what’s broken in terms
of teaching and learningin our fair state. What makes
thisbill different, however, is the number and diversity of
the groupsinvolved in its' development. We' verarely, if
ever, witnessed teachers unions, busi ness associ ati ons,
legislators, school superintendents, teacher preparation
programs, staff development organizations, the
association of curriculum development, college
presidents, secondary and elementary principals
associations, the department of education, school
committee members, teachers, administrators, parents and
numerous other constituencies sitting at the same table to
talk about educator quality. Thisbill has someteethinit!
Despiteits' rather hefty price tag (currently, around $500
million over 5 years), the bill puts forth a series of
demands and accountability measures that seem relatively
reasonable in a system that has been sorely lacking in
reason. Therewill be stricter performance-based
mesasures for teachers, administrators, teacher preparation
programs and schools—however, unlike many other
“fixes”, this bill providesthe financial and human
resources to support its' quest for aquality teacher in
every classroom and an effective leader for every school
in the Commonwesdlth. For more information on
H4157—see:

http://www.teachers?1.org/policy leg_ini_main.htm
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PDK NEWS

Upcoming Meetings*

Wonderful Teacher

Wednesday, November 15, 2006

Thursday, March 1, 2007
Tuesday, May 1, 2007

All meetings are held at the Fireside Restaurant in
Middleboro (unless otherwise noted) and begin
with a networking session at 5:30 P.M.

*schedul e subject to change

]B%]ridgewantelr Phi Delta Kappa

c/o School of Education & Allied Studies
Bridgewater State College
Bridgewater, MA 02325

PDK Quote of the Month...

“Nothing will work unless you do.”

Maya Angelou

Wonderful Teacher

With a specia gift for
teaching

And with aheart that deeply
cares,

You add alot of love

To everything you share.
And even though

You mean alot,

You'll never know how much,
For you help

To change the world

Through every life you touch.

Y ou spark the crestivity

In the students whom you
have taught,

And help them strive for
goals

That never could be bought.
Y ou are such a special
teacher

That no words can ever tell,
How much you'retruly
valued

For thework you do so well.
~Anonymous parent

academic year.
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