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The Community Service Center is very excited about your interest in our Take a Break and Make a Difference program.  This program is an opportunity that allows students to spend not only their winter and spring break, but also various weekends during the academic year, learning about others, as well as themselves. During these trips, students are immersed in a different environment, providing community service to those in need. As a team, students are making a difference in the lives of others.  
Alternative Fall, Winter and Spring Break Destinations for 2009-2010 
Maine, Camp Sunshine: November 13–15, 2009 
Camp Sunshine supports children with life threatening illnesses and their families.  The camp has the distinction of being the only program in the nation whose mission is to address the impact of a life threatening illness on every member of the immediate  family—the ill child, the parents, and the siblings.  Since its inception, Camp Sunshine has provided a haven for over 30,000 individuals from diverse cultural backgrounds.  
Belize, St. John’s Anglican School: January 6–14, 2010 (No Freshmen may apply)   
The Central American country of Belize is a destination where you will work with school children at St. John’s Anglican School, participate in physical construction at the school and have the opportunity to partake in cultural activities and excursions. 
Arizona, André House of Hospitality: January 9–16, 2010 (No Freshmen may apply)  

André House, located in downtown Phoenix, is a house of hospitality that reaches out to those most in need by offering simple services like food, clothing, showers, blankets and shelter. Each day hundreds of people pass through their doors to help or be helped. 
New York City: February 12–15, 2010  

During Presidents Day weekend in February, you will volunteer with an organization that provides services to the homeless and poor in one of the five (5) boroughs – Manhattan, Brooklyn, the Bronx, Queens or Staten Island.  
Habitat for Humanity’s Collegiate Challenge: March 7–13, 2010 (No Freshmen may apply)
This yet-to-be determined domestic alternative spring break trip will be part of Habitat for Humanity’s Collegiate Challenge program. You will spend the week building affordable homes for low income families and enjoying the culture of the region.  Possible sites include West Virginia, Virginia, North Carolina or South Carolina.
Tour de Service: March 8–10, 2010

While performing valuable community service right here in Southeastern MA, your volunteer projects may include working with young children, preserving our natural sea shores and serving meals to the homeless and poor.   
Pennsylvania: April 16–19, 2010

During Patriots Day weekend in April, you will volunteer with an organization dedicated to preserving our natural resources in Pennsylvania.  

Cost of Trips

	Trip
	Cost
	Trip
	Cost

	Camp Sunshine
	$20
	Habitat for Humanity
	$200

	Belize
	$400
	Tour de Service
	$10

	Arizona
	$300
	Pennsylvania
	$50

	New York City
	$50
	


The costs include travel, accommodations and most meals.  The Community Service Center will not accept personal checks.  We will accept cash for the initial $100 deposit due October 16, 2009.  The final payment is due November 30, 2009 and we will accept cash, money orders or certified bank checks.  There will be an opportunity to fundraise for some of the trips. 
Important Due Dates for the “Take a Break and Make a Difference” Program 
Monday, September 14 

Application packets available and online
Friday, September 25
Applications due by 5pm in the Community Service Center
Wednesday, October 7 

Applicants notified by 5pm via email as to whether or not they






were selected for the program.
Friday, October 16


$100 fee due for Belize, Arizona and Habitat for Humanity






$25 fee due for New York City and Pennsylvania







$20 final cost due for Camp Sunshine

October–January


Pre-trip meetings & fundraising for Belize and Arizona trips
Monday November 30
Final deposit due for all trips
January 6–16



Travel to Belize & Arizona
Tuesday, January 26
Dinner and presentations for Fall & Winter Break participants
February–March
Pre-trip meetings & fundraising for NYC, Habitat for Humanity, Tour de Service and Pennsylvania
February 1



$10 final cost due for Tour de Service

March 7–13



Travel to Habitat for Humanity’s Collegiate Challenge
March 8–10



Tour de Service 

April 16–19



Travel to Pennsylvania
April 21
All trip-goers invited to participate in Experiential Learning Symposium, open to all students 
Before turning in this application, please read all statements below carefully and seriously, signing to indicate your agreement.  Thank you.
COMMITMENT 
Participating in the Take a Break and Make a Difference program requires time, energy, and commitment.  By signing this statement, I am agreeing to invest that time, energy and commitment if selected.  I will attend group meetings and other events as required.
Signature:______________________________________________    Date:__________

ALCOHOL and DRUG FREE CAMPUS STATEMENT (from the College Student Handbook)

BSC takes a firm stand against the inappropriate use of alcohol/drugs.
The inappropriate or illegal use of alcohol and other drugs at Bridgewater, on college property or at college activities, is harmful not only to the individuals involved, but to the college community as a whole. Drug and alcohol abuse impairs the safety and health of students and employees, inhibits the personal and academic growth of students, lowers the productivity and quality of work performed by employees and undermines the public’s confidence in the college. Only in an environment free of substance abuse can BSC fulfill its mission of developing the professional, social, cultural and intellectual potential of each member of this community.
The unlawful possession, use or distribution of illicit drugs and alcohol by students and employees on college property or as a part of any college activities is strictly prohibited.

All members of the BSC community are responsible for familiarizing themselves with the policies of the BSC student handbook. Everyone in the campus community is urged to carefully and seriously reflect on their personal responsibility concerning substance use. Further, all members are encouraged to demonstrate care and concern for others through timely intervention, support and referral.
As one of the charter institutional members of The Network of Colleges and Universities Committed to the Elimination of Drug and Alcohol Abuse, this college has pledged to accept responsibility to find workable solutions to problems of alcohol and drug abuse. By signing this statement, I am signifying that I understand Bridgewater State College’s alcohol and drug policy

Signature:______________________________________________    Date:__________
SURVEYS and EVALUATION

All participants will occasionally be asked to participate in several surveys and evaluations.  The results will be kept confidential and will only be used for program feedback and improvement.  By signing this statement, I am agreeing to participate in all surveys and evaluations and to give honest feedback.

Signature:______________________________________________    Date:__________

PHOTO/QUOTES RELEASE
The Community Service Center may use students’ names and/or photographs in promotional materials and/or publications in connection with the Take a Break and Make a Difference program or other purposes related to the Department. By signing this statement, I am agreeing to allow my name and/or photograph to be used by the Community Service Center. 
Signature:______________________________________________    Date:__________
Take a Break and Make a Difference Application
Please include the following information on your TYPED application (handwritten applications will be returned):

· Name

· Permanent address (street, city, state and zip code)

· Campus or local address (street, city, state and zip code)

· Telephone number where you can be reached (include area code)

· Bridgewater State College email address

· T-shirt size

· Date of birth

· Gender

· Class status (freshmen, sophomore, junior, senior, graduate student)

· Major/Minor

· GPA (must be in good academic standing to participate)
· Alternative Break location preference (select only one; however you may also select “Tour de Service” with another selection)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Camp Sunshine, Maine (November 2009)   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Arizona (January 2010 – No Freshmen may apply)  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Belize (January 2010 – No Freshmen may apply)  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 New York City (February 2010)   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Habitat for Humanity’s Collegiate Challenge (March 2010 – No Freshmen may apply)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Tour de Service (March 2010) 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Pennsylvania (April 2010) 
SHORT ESSAY QUESTIONS 
Please attach additional sheets of paper to answer the following questions to the best of your ability.  This is not a test, but we want to know as much about you as you feel is relevant.  
Your answers to these questions will be a MAJOR factor in whether you are accepted to participate in this program. Your answers will also help us create a genuine learning and service community with the other participants. A few sentences for each question will be adequate, but do write as much as you wish. 
All answers will be kept confidential and reviewed by the selection committee only!
Please make sure your name is on every page of your application. 

We will not accept faxed applications.  

SHORT ESSAY QUESTIONS 
Why are you applying for the Alternative Fall, Winter or Spring Break trip?  What do you expect to gain from participating?
In which trip are you most interested and why? 
If you are applying for an international trip, do you have a current passport?  Describe your language skills (if applicable).
Have you ever participated in an alternative break trip at BSC or at another school?  If so, when and where did you go?
Tell us about your involvement on campus at Bridgewater State College.  Please list all organizations you belong to at BSC.  Please list any leadership positions that you may have held in these organizations.
Working as a team to complete projects will be very important while on the trip.  What experience do you have working cooperatively with others?
What challenges might you have in attending weekly trip-planning meetings?

Do you have a documented disability?  If so, what accommodations will you need in order to participate on this trip?
We are looking for a group of participants that is both effective and diverse.  Please comment on the strengths you would bring to the group and on the qualities and experiences you could contribute to the diversity and character of the group.  

· Strengths may include related experience, leadership skills, interpersonal skills, etc.
· Qualities might include race, age, religion, gender, nationality, ethnicity, sexual orientation, physical ability, etc.  
· Experiences might include first-hand experience of a natural disaster or social problem, working in non-profits or disaster relief, attending or leading a similar service trip, travel abroad, etc.
	By 5:00pm on Friday, September 25, 2009, please return your typed application to:

Community Service Center 

Rondileau Campus Center 
Room 109
Thank you for your interest in the Take a Break and Make a Difference program!


For more information, contact the Community Service Center at 508.531.2446 or volunteer@bridgew.edu,

or stop by Room 109 in the Rondileau Campus Center.

