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June, 2008 
 
Dear friends and colleagues, 
 
I write this, my last Academic Affairs newsletter, with mixed emo-
tions. While  it is truly an honor to be chosen to lead the State Uni-
versity of New York at Oneonta, I will miss Bridgewater State Col-
lege immensely. I will especially miss the faculty and administrative 
staff members who worked on the many projects we undertook dur-

ing the past six years. You are an energetic and thoughtful team, and the college is a better place 
for your efforts. 

 
Without attempting to catalog everything that has happened since 2002, I would like to 

highlight a few accomplishments in Academic Affairs and ask you to support some ongoing pro-
jects. In the area of initiatives completed, we adopted the new Core Curriculum with unique First 
Year and Second Year Seminars and with measurable learning outcomes embedded in Core 
courses. We initiated many faculty development activities, including Service Learning, Writing 
Across the Curriculum, the Office of Undergraduate Research, and the new Office of Teaching 
and Learning. We created three new academic centers, the Massachusetts Aggression Reduction 
Center, the Center for Sustainability, and the upcoming Center for Entrepreneurship. We generated 
new organizational forms, including the Enrollment Services group and the School of Graduate 
Studies and – perhaps soon—BSC will be a university containing several new schools. Finally, 
how could I not mention the many accreditations and program reviews that you completed and the 
work you did to refresh the curriculum? 

 
In the area of ongoing projects, I know that you will be busy with assessment, finding ever-

better ways to improve student learning both in the Core and in the majors. The recommendations 
of the Task Force on Advising will also be on the agenda as the college seeks ways to improve stu-
dent success and shorten the time it takes students to complete their studies. BSC has made great 
progress in offering quality online courses and now can focus on developing online degree pro-
grams and supportive services. The campus can also continue to build on the advances we have 
made in improving the experience of transfer students. And of course there will be additional de-
gree programs on tap: among others, bachelor’s degrees in Theater, Dance, and Communication 
Disorders, a Master of Business Administration, and a doctoral degree in Education. 

 
Thank you all for your work and commitment to the college. As the following pages will 

demonstrate, the Bridgewater campus community is doing a tremendous amount of excellent 
teaching, scholarship, creative activity, and public service! 

 
     Best wishes, 
     ��������	�
	��

 �

 

 



Department News and Announcements 

The Asian Studies program, directed by Wing-kai To, received a grant from the Japan Founda-
tion to allow five BSC faculty members to travel to Japan in June for purposes of curriculum de-
velopment. They are Jon Bryan (Management), Walter Carroll (Sociology), Ben Carson (English), 
Martin Grossman (Management) and Debra Nemko (Music). 
 
Robert Wolk’s senior Marketing Research class received funding from the Adrian Tinsley Pro-
gram for undergraduate research. This is the first time in the history of the ATP that an entire class 
has received a grant. Students will be conducting research for management of the New England 
Revolution professional soccer team. 
 
Margaret Brooks received a grant from the National Association of Economic Educators to work 
with area colleges and universities to rebuild their economic centers. 
 
Dorothy Mulcahy (Management) has been invited by the Massachusetts Board of Higher Educa-
tion to serve on a visitation team to evaluate proposals by the New England College of Finance to 
offer new degree programs. 
 
The Communications Department held its Bi-Annual Video Showcase on May 5th in the Max-
well Auditorium. Displays included in student work from a range of production classes as well as 
other student works from BSC and other regional schools. 
 
Wing-kai To (History) was featured on National Public Radio on 
April 23 for a story about Boston’s Chinatown. 
 
Arthur Lizie (Communication Studies) was elected to a three-year 
term as a Social Sciences Councilor for the Council on Undergradu-
ate Research (CUR). 
 
Shannon Lockard and Rebecca Metcalf were inducted into the 
Bridgewater Chapter (Massachusetts Gamma) of the National Mathe-
matics Honor Society (PI Mu Epsilon). 
 
Shaheen Mozaffar (Political Science) spent two weeks in February 
crossing the Atlantic with a US Navy Expeditionary Strike Force on 
its deployment to the eastern Mediterranean and the Horn of Africa.  
Dr. Mozaffar and three professors from the Naval Postgraduate 
School (NPS) were based on the USS Nassau, the flagship of the six-
ship Strike Force. They delivered lectures and conducted briefings on US strategic interests in Af-
rica and the Middle East on USS Nassau and on other ships in the Task Force. Dr. Mozaffar lec-
tured on “US Strategic Interests in Africa,” “US Strategic Interests in West Africa,” “Islam and 
Democracy in Africa,” and “Introduction to Islam,” and conducted country briefings on South Af-
rica, Kenya, Somalia and Iraq.  Dr. Mozaffar was invited by the NPS to deliver the lectures and the 
briefing as part of its Regional Security Education Program (RSEP).  The RSEP was created by 
NPS in the wake of the bombing of USS Cole in Yemen in 2000 to provide background informa-
tion to American Navy personnel on the politics and culture of the regions and the countries vis-
ited by US Navy ships during their deployment. 
 
 
 



Massachusetts Aggression Reduction Center (MARC) has been chosen by Emantras, a leading 
e-learning and digital products developer as a philanthropic project.  Emantras will develop train-
ing modules and digital projects, and will promote them at national conferences they attend. 
 
Tracy Charbonnier and Mary Price completed the Collaborative Leadership Development Pro-
gram in May 2008. 
 
Marcia Anderson is being honored in June by the National Athletic Trainers’ Association. She 
will receive the Most Distinguished Athletic Trainer Award. 
 
BSC Announces flight school at New Bedford Regional Airport . BSC has entered into a five-
year lease of a building on airport property. The college will renovate the space over the summer 
for use by its roughly 150 aviation students. Eleven leased aircraft will be stationed at the facility, 
as will the program’s chief flight instructor and a number of part-time instructors. 
 
Sandra Christoun in the Academic Affairs Office completed her Master of Science in Manage-
ment in January 2008. 
 
Aeon Skoble will be teaching at the Institute for Humane Studies Summer Seminar at Brown Uni-
versity. 
 
William Devlin will be a visiting professor at the University of Wyoming this summer. 
 
Michael Somers has been elected to the NELINET (New England Library Newtwork) board.  



Grants Awarded 
Margaret Bellafiore, Study of Van Gogh’s 
Drawings in Arles, France, $4,986. 
 
Wing-kai To, Expanding Japanese Studies at 
Bridgewater State College, $10,000. 
 
Anna Bradfield and Barbara Bautz, Teachers 
for the New Era Partnership-Year Three, 
$115,533. 
 
Gregory Nelson, Building Careers Continua-
tion Grant 2008 (Augmentation), $26,100. 
 
Sam Baumgarten, Weymouth PEP Works—
Year Two, $28,000. 
 
Margaret Brooks, Economic Challenge Con-
test 2008, $3,000. 

Margaret Brooks, Leading the Campaign for 
Economic and Financial Literacy (Financing 
Your Future), $4,800. 
 
Jane Souza, The Southcoast, STEM Connection 
Project (CONNECT)-Year 2, $83,318. 
 
Michele Wakin, The Sydney S. Spivack Pro-
gram in Applied Social Research and Social 
Policy, $2,850. 
 
Margaret Brooks, Promoting Economic Edu-
cation Across Massachusetts Mini-Grant, $500. 
 
 

Publications and Presentations 

Arnaa Alcon presented “Women and Retire-
ment” at the Retirement Planning Club for 
Women Program of the Newton Free Library in 
April 2008.  She was the keynote speaker. 
 
Arnaa Alcon published “Students Will Pay 
Price of Ignorance on Financial Matters” in the 
Attleboro Sun Chronicle, January 2008. 
 
Arnaa Alcon presented “Money in the Middle: 
Financial Caregiving in Limited English Profi-
cient Families in Massachusetts” to the Institute 
on Aging and Social Work meetings (cohort 4) 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota, February 2008. 
 
Arnaa Alcon presented “Money in the Middle: 
Adult Children as Their Portuguese Speaking 
Parents’ Emissaries to the World of Personal 
Finance” at the Massachusetts Alliance of Portu-
guese Speakers state conference titled Mulher: 
The Evolving World of Portuguese-Speaking 
Women at Simmons College, Boston, MA, 
April 2008. 
 
Arnaa Alcon and David O’Malley presented 
“Providing Culturally Competent Social Work 
Supervision related to Religion, Spirituality and 
Issues of Aging” at the Connecticut Department 

of Social Services-Supervisor’s Training Re-
treat, Marcy 2008. 
 
Dr. Jeanne Aurelio conducted two workshops 
for supervisors and crew leaders at BC Tent 
Company.  The workshops were “Motivating 
and Leading a Team” and “Communication & 
Decision-Making.” 
 
Jeanne Aurelio and former graduate Christo-
pher Laib published an article, “Understanding 
and Managing Diversity” in Understanding and 
Managing Diversity: Readings, Cases and Exer-
cises (4th Ed.) Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice 
Hall. 
 
James Bohn’s Undulate was presented at 
CYNETart at the Visual Music Marathon at the 
Boston CyberArts Festival in April 2008. 
 
Tom Brady presented “How to Set Up an e-
Portfolio System” at BSC’s Educational Tech-
nology Day in January, 2008. 
 
Tom Brady presented “The Effects of Graphing 
Calculators on Student Achievement” at the So-
ciety for Information Technology and Teacher 
Education (SITE) conference in Las Vegas, NV 
in March 2008. 



 
 
Tom Brady and Reid Kimball presented 
“Student Learning and Assessment via e-
Portfolios” at Fitchburg State College in Janu-
ary, 2008. 
 
Tom Brady, Ruth Farrar, Barbara Bautz, 
John Kucich, Nancy Witherell, Bob MacMil-
lan and Karen Pagnano presented to a group 
of educational dignitaries from Kuwait on the 
curriculum and pedagogy of teacher preparation. 
 
Mark Brenner  gave a talk on Zen Buddhism to 
the Brown University Zen Group. 
 
Mark Brenner hosted a workshop, “Meditation 
and Yoga for the ‘stressed out’ Social Worker,” 
for the Massachusetts Chapter of National Asso-
ciation of Social Workers Social Work Sympo-
sium, 2008. 
 
Jon Bryan was interviewed by television and 
print media regarding the airline industry and 
the impact of mergers on air travelers. On April 
15, he was the lead segment on “Greater Bos-
ton” today with Emily Rooney. He was also in-
terviewed by Boston’s Channel 5, the Boston 
Globe (4/15/08), and Fox News. 
 
Joe Burdo published “The pathological Interac-
tion Between Diabetes and Presympotomatic 
Alzheimer’s Disease” in the Neurobiology of 
Aging journal. 
 
Leigh Craven published “Board Book Adhe-
sive Binding” in The Bonefolder: An e-Journal 
for the Bookbinder and Book Artist, Vol. 4 No. 
2. Spring 2008. 
 
Benedicta Eyemaro and Stephen Nelson pub-
lished “Leadership Frames: A Study of the 
Leadership Practice of Higher Education” for 
the Eastern Educational Research Association. 
 
Brian Frederick published “Constituency 
Population and Representation in the U.S. 
House” in American Politics Research. 
 
Brian Frederick published “The People’s Per-
spective on the Size of the People’s House” in 
PS: Political Science and Politics. 

 
 
Brian Frederick published “Social Desirability 
Effects and Support for a Female American 
President” in Public Opinion Quarterly. 
 
Sabrina Gentlewarrior presented “Cultural 
Congruence and Discrimination: Knowledge  
from Diverse People” at the National Associa-
tion of Social Workers (NASW) Symposium in 
Newton, MA in April 2008. 
 
Sabrina Gentlewarrior and Anna Martin-
Jearld co-presented with MSW students and 
research assistants Nancy Granshaw and 
Marci Langevin “Ending Homophobia, Tran-
sphobia, Racism, and Other Oppressions: Creat-
ing World Justice by Listening to our Communi-
ties” at the University of Rhode Island Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgendered (GLBT)
Symposium in Kingston, RI in March 2008. 
 
Phyllis Gimbel presented “Three Provisos for 
an Effective Principal Practicum” at the EERA 
Annual Conference in Hilton Head, North Caro-
lina, February 2008. 
 
Phyllis Gimbel presented “Three Stipulations to 
Forging Effective Principals” at the National 
Social Science Conference in Las Vegas, Ne-
vada, April 2008. 
 
Phyllis Gimbel published “Helping New Teach-
ers Reflect” in the Principal Leadership Publi-
cation. 
 
Ruth Hannon and three students, Ketna Jul-
meus, Juliana Margarida , and Lee Wolfrum 
presented a paper, “Service-Learning in Psy-
chology: Benefits and Challenges of a Mentor-
ing Model,” at the 22nd Annual Teaching of 
Psychology Conference in White Plains, New 
York. 
 
Ellen Ingmanson presented “Synchronizing 
Behavior: The Use of Gestural communication 
in a Captive Group of White-Cheeked Gibbons 
(Hylobates concolor)” at the 78th Annual 
American Association of Physical Anthropolo-
gists in Columbus, Ohio, April 2008. 
 
 



Publications and Presentations continued… 
 

Michael Jones co-authored “Taxpayer Services 
and Tax Paper Compliance” in The IRS Re-
search Bulletin: Proceedings of the 2007 IRS 
Research Conference in March 2008. 
 
Teresa King presented “Body Image in Male 
and Female Heroin Users” as well as a poster, 
“Body Image and Sex Roles in Men and 
Women” at the 79th Annual Meeting of the 
Eastern Psychological Association in Boston, 
March 2008. 
 
Thomas Kling published “Study of Errors in 
Strong Gravitational Lensing” in the Astrophysi-
cal Journal in March 2008. 
 
Thomas Kling presented “Weak Gravitational 
Lensing Poisson Equation” at the American 
Physical Society in St. Louis, Missouri, April 
2008. 
 
Catherine Morgan published a review of the 
book Necessary Dreams: Ambition in Women’s 
Changing Lives by Ana Fels in the Journal of 
Women in Educational Leadership, January 
2008. 
 
Anna Martin-Jearld and Sabrina Gentlewar-
rior presented “Privilege, Oppression and Jus-
tice: Reflecting on Ourselves and Voices of Di-
verse People” at the BPD conference in Destin, 
FL in March 2008. 
 
Shaheen Mozaffar presented “Understanding 
Legislatures in Emerging Democracies: Africa 
in Comparative Perspective” at the Joint Work-
shop of the European Consortium of Political 
Research at the University of Rennes, France, 
April, 2008. 
 
Stephen Nelson published “College and Uni-
versity Presidents: Authentic Leadership Princi-
ples and the Navigation of Crisis” in the Journal 
of Practical Leadership, Spring 2008. 
 
Stephen Nelson published “A College Presi-
dent’s Job is to Shape a Center that Holds” in 
the Chronicle of Higher Education, May 2008. 
 
 
 

 
Stephen Nelson and Michael Nelson, a student 
in the M.Ed. Program in Educational Leader-
ship, published “The Challenges Educational 
Leaders Face in the Development and Imple-
mentation of School Security Plans” for the 
Eastern Educational Research Association 
 
David O’Malley discussed “Incorporating Is-
sues of Human Diversity into Service Learning 
Course Content” at the Service Learning Con-
ference at Bridgewater State College, April 
2008. 
 
David O’Malley presented “The High Stakes 
Social Costs of Gambling” at the Social Work 
Field Education Supervisor’s Conference at 
Bridgewater State College, April 2008. 
 
David O’Malley presented “What are Religious 
Literacy and Religious Pluralism: Why Should 
Social Work Educators Care?” at the National  
Association of Baccalaureate Social Work Pro-
gram Directors Meeting, March 2008. 
 
Evelyn Pezzulich presented “Connecting the 
Pieces: Writing the Realities” at the College 
Composition and Communication Conference in 
New Orleans, Louisiana, April 2008. 
 
Stanley Ross’s paper “Leadership Development 
incorporate America” has been accepted for 
publication in the February 2008 issue of the 
Journal of Business and Economics. 
 
Aeon Skoble’s Deleting the State: An Argument 
about Government was published in April. 

Students preparing for Commencement 



 
Nancy Street published American Businesses in China: Balancing Culture and Communication, 
2d ed. 
 
Wing-kai To delivered a lecture “Where is Home? Community, Education, and Culture among 
Chinese Settlers in Boston During the Exclusion Era, 1880s to 1940s” at the Institute of Asian 
American Studies, UMass Boston in March 2008. 
 
Win-kai-To has been nominated and elected as a Fellow of the Massachusetts Historical Society. 
 
Jerald Walker published an essay "The Mechanics of Being," in the Missouri Review in April 
2008.  
 
Francis Williams presented “Student Assistance programs: Is Loose-Coupling an Organizational 
Pejorative?” at the Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences in Cincinnati, Ohio, March 2008. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
Kristine Wilhelmsen from the MSW program presented, “Associating Positive Well-Being with 
Residential Treatment: A Meta-Analysis” at the Massachusetts State Colleges’ Graduate Research 
Symposium at Westfield State College in April 2008. 
 
Gina Snow from the MSW program  presented “Voluntary Placement Agreements and the De-
partment of Social Services” at the Massachusetts State Colleges’ Graduate Research Symposium 
at Westfield State College in April 2008. 
 
Carole Beals from the MSW program presented, “Screening for Traumatic Experiences in Pri-
mary Health Care: An Exploratory Study Among Students Pursuing Higher Education” at the MA 
State College’s Graduate Research Symposium at Westfield State College in April 2008. 
 
April G. Connolly from the MSW program presented “Coping with Inflammatory Breast Cancer” 
at the Massachusetts State Colleges’  Graduate Research Symposium at Westfield State College in 
April 2008. 
 
Jessica Sousa presented, “Petrologic Investigation of Amphibolites Across a major Ductile Shear 
Zone in the Ruby Mountains, SW Montana: Implications for the Nature of Early Preterozoic Mafic 
Magmaticsm” at the Geological Society of America Conference in Las Vegas, Nevada. 
 
Greg Gaudreau presented two one-hour workshops on his research on basking sharks to high 
school students at a special symposium held at the University of Massachusettts-Dartmouth. 
 
Sofia Georgoulias presented, “Body Image in Male and Female Heroin Users” at the 79th Annual 
Meeting of the Eastern Psychological Association in Boston, March 2008. 
 
 

Student Accomplishments and Awards 



 
Tiffany Bourquin and Rebecca Silvia presented a poster, “Body Image and Sex Roles in Men 
and Women,” at the 79th Annual Meeting of the Eastern Psychological Association in Boston, 
March 2008. 
 
The BSC American Marketing Association (AMA) student chapter raised of $3,000 for the Ameri-
can Cancer Society Relay for Life event held on campus, March 27-28, 2008. The three top fund-
raisers for the vent were all members of the AMA team with Laura Higgins (first), Christopher 
Silva (second), and Kayla Perro (third). Other members of the AMA team included Danielle Du-
fresne, Elizabeth Drowne, Ashley Hess, Lee Ann Lambert, Kate Manley, and Michael Sten-
quist. 
 
Philosophy majors Anthony Jannotta and Brad Vezina were honored at the School of Arts and 
Sciences Honors Week Awards Ceremony. Vezenia will be matriculating at Suffolk University 
Law School this fall. 
 
Andrew Seremetis was accepted to several graduate programs in philosophy and will be matricu-
lating at Georgia State University. 
 
The 30th Annual AMA International Conference took place in new Orleans in April, 2008. Susan 
DeStacio took fifth place in the national sales competition sponsored by Northwestern Mutual.  
The Business simulation team captured fourth place in a grueling 7-hour competition sponsored by 
Sabre. The team included Mohamed Barakat, Francis Duggan, Diana Gyuroua, Stephanie 
O’Keefe, and Katherine Teunissen.  The BSC Chapter received two additional awards at the 
closing awards banquet for “Outstanding Marketing Week” activities and “Outstanding Fund Rais-
ing”. Tyler Lankowski serves as Chapter President and Lee Ann Lambert serves as Executive 
Vice-President. 
 
Melissa Bowering was selected to receive the Student Scholarship Award from the Massachusetts 
Women in Public Higher Education.  
 
The following students were inducted into the Bridgewater Chapter (Massachusetts Gamma) of the 
National Mathematics Honor Society (PI Mu Epsilon): Sarah Amaral; Louis Bianchini; Scott 
Dumas; Melissa Elder; Kimberly Ferreira; Brandon Gr een; Tiara Hamilton; Caitlin Mas-
tromarino; Todd Miller; Michelle Miranda; Jennifer Rogowicz; Paul Ryan; Amanda Scarfo; 
Stacie Torres.  
 
Betsy Witt-Powers has been admitted to the Royal Veterinary College in London.  This is the 
world’s oldest school of veterinary medicine. 
 
Tina Hicks was the first place persuasive speaker from Massachusetts and second place overall in 
persuasion at the Northeast Regional Forensics Tournament.  Tina competed in the Interstate Ora-
torical Contest in Madison, Wisconsin in April.  A manuscript of Tina’s speech will be published 
in Winning Orations 2008.  Tina also qualified for the National Forensic Association Champion-
ship Tournament at Tennessee State University in Nashville in April. 
 
John McMahon has been offered a full teaching assistantship in the Department of Geography at 
Miami University for the 2008-2009 academic year. 
 
Curtis Holland was admitted to Boston College’s Masters of Arts Program in Sociology. 
 
 



 
 
 


