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SYLLABUS AND SEMINAR GUIDE -- DRAFT
(please do not quote from or cite this document without permission from Andrew Holman)

Second-year Seminar: History 299. 
War and Rhetoric in the Anglo-American World, 1775-1902 
Spring Term 2008

Instructor: Dr. Andrew Holman

Instructor:  Dr. Andrew Holman

Class Meets: TBA
Office Hours:  TBA (or by appointment).

Office: Tillinghast Hall 236

Telephone: (508) 531-2688


email: a2holman@bridgew.edu

Course Description 

HIST 299-002 is a Second-year Seminar.  Second-year Seminars at Bridgewater State College are topical courses that introduce students to a higher level of academic thinking and discourse.  In this class, students will examine a large subject - the history of the ways in which Americans, Britons, Canadians and others have proposed, described, justified, sustained and memorialized war from the end of the eighteenth century to the beginning of the twentieth.  The course draws its material from 4 major military events (The Revolutionary War [1775-81], the War of 1812 [1812-14], the Civil War [1861-65] and the Boer War [1899-1903]) and is organized around three roughly chronological themes: “Going to War”; “Fighting the War”; and “Remembering the War.”  Not a standard course in public speaking, it is instead an examination of how historians use past rhetoric and employ rhetorical tools themselves in their own work. 
This course has two important objectives.  First, students will examine the rhetoric of war as objective, third-party analysts and assess how rhetoricians have rallied people to war or railed against it.  How has war speech shaped public opinion?  Second, students in this course will examine and employ techniques of public speaking.  Students will have weekly opportunities to perform the spoken word in class in formal and informal formats.  In short, we will read war rhetoric, perform it, and argue it ourselves.  In doing so, students in HIST 299 will develop some of the skills necessary for a successful college career: critical reading and thinking, clear and purposeful writing, and the sound oral articulation of ideas.  
The class will meet in one 2-hour-and-40-minute session per week.
Required Reading

There is no textbook for HIST 299.  Instead, there are weekly readings that seminar members are required to have read BEFORE class begins.  The required weekly reading is listed in the syllabus below (normally one or two 20-25 page scholarly articles or documents per week).  Copies of these articles are available either online via the website addresses provided or through Maxwell Library’s online databases (JSTOR, America: History and Life, Project Muse, and EBSCO - aka Academic Search Premier) or in hard copy at one of two places: a) the Reserve Desk in the Library, and b) outside of Professor Holman’s office door (Tillinghast 236).   Please note: students will be required to do additional reading related specifically to their term paper/oral presentation assignment.  
Assignments and Evaluation

Seminar (regular in-class participation) 



30% 

Oral version of Class Presentation 
April 16, 23 or 30, 2008
30%

Written version of Class Presentation

April 30, 2008
20% 

Final Exam

 





20%

As a “speaking-intensive” course, all class sessions will have a speaking component.  All students will be evaluated on their performance in a weekly seminar.  Attendance is, of course, required.  In addition, all students will make a formal Oral Presentation to the class, an “annotated” war or commemoration speech (that is, a speech plus commentary) from some military episode in the Anglo-American past.  Details on this assignment will be provided early in the term.  Students will be required to submit a written version of their oral presentation (about 8 pages in length; 12-point font, 1-inch margins).  All submitted written work should be typed and double-spaced.  

Students are expected to submit all written work in class on the specific due date.  Late submissions will not be accepted unless they are accompanied by a medical certificate or other appropriate certificate.  Even with a certificate, no papers will be accepted after the last day of classes in May, unless the student officially obtains deferred standing.

Students are reminded that written assignments will be marked for grammar, clarity of writing and organization, in addition to content and analysis.  Students are strongly advised to retain a photocopy of each piece they submit, and to keep all research notes for their written work.  They may be required to submit these notes.

Recommended Reading (for students preparing for their Oral Presentations)
Martin R. Cox, What Every Student Should Know about Preparing Effective Oral Presentations (Boston: Pearson Education 2007) (86pp.)
Academic Dishonesty

Students should note that academic dishonesty will be penalized.  They should be aware of the definition of plagiarism outlined in the Bridgewater State College Student Handbook.  Other forms of academic dishonesty include submitting work that belongs to others, submitting work for which previous credit has been obtained, and allowing others to use one’s work.  A summary of guidelines for avoiding plagiarism is attached to the end of the course outline.

Class Schedule
JANUARY 23: Course Introduction. 
General Discussion.  What is Rhetoric?  What are its Forms?  What are its uses?  What are its uses for historians?  What separates rhetoric from “history”?
JANUARY 30: 
Lecture: Historical Background. The Wars, 1775-1903 

Reading:
James A. Herrick, The History and Theory of Rhetoric (Allyn & Bacon) ch. 1 

(Library Reserve)
Gary North, “The Asymmetrical Rhetoric of War and Peace” (lewrockwell.com)

Browse these websites:  

American Rhetoric
www.americanrhetoric.com/
Corax: The Crow’s Nest 
 www.u.arizona.edu/~tkinney/resources/rhetoric.html#rhetoric
Going to War

FEBRUARY 6:  Pamphlets, Political Speeches and Rhetorical Style
Seminar: Role-playing Exercise: Debating War

Reading:

Thomas Paine, Common Sense (February 1776).

(www.ushistory.org/paine/commonsense/)
Thomas Jefferson [et al.], “The Declaration of Independence” (www.ushistory.org/declaration/)
James Madison, “War Message of June 1812” (www.sagehistory.net/jeffersonjackson/documents/MadisonWarMessage.htm)
Wilfrid Laurier, “Speech before the House of Commons, 13 March 1900” Library and Archives of Canada, Canada Online (www.collectionscanada.gc.ca)
Lord Salisbury, “Speech in Response to the Queen’s Address on the Boer War” (Library Reserve).
FEBRUARY 13:  Music and the Martial Spirit
Seminar: Open, question-directed discussion
(music and lyrics from Civil War and Boer War era tunes will be provided in class).
Reading:
Caroline Moseley, “Irrepressible Conflict: Differences Between Northern and Southern Songs of the Civil War” Journal of Popular Culture 

Laurence Senelick, “Politics as Entertainment: Victorian Music-Hall Songs” Victorian Studies (December 1975) 149-80

Fighting the War

FEBRUARY 27:  Another Sort of Rhetoric: Political Cartoons
Seminar: Roundtable (a set of cartoons and accompanying questions drawn from each of the four wars examined in this course will be provided ahead of class time).
Reading:
Christopher Kent, “War Cartooned/Cartoon War: Matt Morgan and the American Civil War in Fun and Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper” Victorian Periodicals Review 36, 2 (2003) 153-81 (Library Reserve)

Martin Kuhn, “Drawing Civil War Soldiers: Volunteers and the Draft in Harper’s Weekly and Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, 1861-64” Journalism History 32, 2 (2006) 96-105 (EBSCO).

FEBRUARY 20:  NO CLASS (Monday schedule of classes).

MARCH 5:  Images, Propaganda and the Home Front
Seminar: Rotational Study on the Iconographies of War

(selected iconography from each of the four wars in question will be examined and interrogated by students in class) .

Reading:

Michael Weatherly, “Propaganda and the Rhetoric of the American Revolution” Southern Speech Journal 36, 4 (1971) 352-63 (Library Reserve)

Jennifer Clark, “The War of 1812: American Nationalism and Rhetorical Images of Britain” War & Society 12, 1 (1994) 1-26 (Library Reserve)
Anne Y. Zimmer, “The Rhetoric of American Loyalism” Georgia Historical Quarterly 66, 2 (1982) 145-58 (Library Reserve)

MARCH 12:  Virtue, Method and War-making: Abraham Lincoln, 1861-65
Seminar: Explication de texte
Reading:

Abraham Lincoln, “Gettysburg Address,” 19 November 1863 (http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/gettysburgaddress.htm)
James M. McPherson, “How Lincoln Won the War with Metaphors” Chicago History 20, 3-4 (1991-92) 32-53 (Library Reserve)

Alan G. Gross, “Lincoln’s Use of Constitutive Metaphors” Rhetoric & Public Affairs 7, 2 (2004) 173-90 (Project Muse)

[Richard A. Katula, “The Gettysburg Address as the Centerpiece of American Racial Discourse” Journal of Blacks in Higher Education (28) 110-11. (JSTOR)] OPTIONAL.
MARCH 19:  NO CLASS (Spring Break)

Remembering the War

MARCH 26:  Poetry and the Meanings of Wars
Seminar: Reading, Analyzing and Performing Poetry
Reading: provided in class (students will read, read aloud, assess and discuss a selection of poems focusing on the Civil War and the Boer War, including [for the former] those by Julia Ward Howe, Herman Melville, John Greenleaf Whittier and Henry Wadsworth Longfellow and [for the latter] those by Henry Newbolt, Rudyard Kipling, Alfred Austin and Thomas Hardy).
APRIL 2:  War on Film—Inventing the Past?
DVD Review and Discussion: The Rhetorical Voice in Breaker Morant (1980) and Ken Burns’ Civil War (1990) [segments].
Reading:
Mark Enders, “Breaker Morant” (Review) Australian Screen Education 29 (2002) (4pp) (EBSCO).
A. Cash Koeniger, “Ken Burns’s ‘The Civil War’: Triumph or Travesty?” Journal of Military History 55, 2 (1991) 225-33 (JSTOR)
APRIL 9:  Monuments and Memory
Seminar: “Show and Tell” – Presenting our Hometown Monuments and their Meaning(s)

Reading:

Susan-Mary Grant, “Patriot Graves: American National Identity and the Civil War Dead” American Nineteenth Century History 5, 3 (2004) 73-100 (EBSCO) 
Albert Grundlingh, “Reframing Remembrance: the Politics of the Centenary Commemoration of the South African War of 1899-1902” Journal of Southern African Studies 30, 2 (2000) 359-75 (Library Reserve)

APRIL 16:  Student Oral Presentations
APRIL 23:  Student Oral Presentations

APRIL 30:  Student Oral Presentations

End of classes.

Guidelines for Avoiding Plagiarism
Plagiarism contradicts the development of a student’s ability to think and to write.  It is also a serious offence.
Plagiarism consists of the improper use of material in essays or other assignments.  It can occur through simple carelessness when a student is preparing an essay, or it can be the product of intentional deceit.  In either case, the penalties for plagiarism are severe.  Fortunately, it is a relatively simple matter to learn the procedures for providing proper references for material used in academic writing in order to avoid plagiarism.
The following points will help you avoid difficulties in this area:
1) Always identify the source of ideas, words and phrases that originated with someone else.  The aim here is not to discourage the incorporation of others’ ideas into your own thinking, but to make it clear to the reader whence this material has come.  Remember: it is better to over-identify than to under-identify sources of ideas.
2) Direct quotations: all phrases or passages taken directly from someone else’s writing (i.e. word-for-word) must be enclosed in quotation marks (or for long quotations, indented) and immediately identified with a footnote.  Unless it is clear that quotations closely interspersed in the text are all taken from the same source and the same page, it is necessary to indicate the source of each quotation with a footnote.
Just listing the source at the end of a paper (i.e. in a bibliography) in no way constitutes acceptable citation of the source of a quotation or paraphrase.  Even when one makes minor modifications to the wording of a quotation, one is still obliged to acknowledge the source properly in a footnote.
3) Minor modifications to quotations.  If one wishes to make minor changes to the wording of a quotation (i.e. in order to insert an observation, or to make the quotation “fit” grammatically) such changes should always be enclosed in square brackets.  If one wishes to omit some material from the quotation, simply insert ellipsis marks (3 dots ...) in place of the missing material.
4) Paraphrasing others’ ideas.  Paraphrasing describes the process when one rewords and reproduces the essential form and nature of ideas from another source without using the exact words as they were originally written.  Paraphrasing is restating an idea “in your own words”.  Just like quotations, the source for each paraphrase must be identified in a footnote.
5) Taking notes.  In order to avoid plagiarism, students need to take notes carefully when doing research for an essay or review.  As you take notes, be careful to identify the three types of information being collected: direct quotations, paraphrases, and your own ideas.  In order to distinguish between paraphrases and your own ideas, it is a good practice to put your own ideas in square brackets when note-taking.  Always put direct quotations in quotation marks when note-taking, and be sure to record the exact page references for both paraphrases and quotations.
6) Collaboration.  Allowing someone else to copy your work, in whole or in part, is an unacademic practice, even though the work you submit is completely your own.  Exam answers and essays must represent considered reflection on the topic at hand, must be a product of your own thoughts, and must be expressed in your own words.
When preparing for an exam, it is quite acceptable to study with a partner and to anticipate possible questions.  However, you should not prepare an answer and then attempt to “fit” it to a question on the exam.
7) Finally, it is not permissible to submit the same (or substantially the same) assignment for more than one course. 
