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LIBR 299 GLBTQ Teen Experiences in Young Adult Literature

Course Description: Is school really safe? Where do I go if I can’t go home? How do I know who to trust? Why can’t I just be “normal”? In this course, we will use contemporary books written for, about, and, in some cases, by teens to explore the challenges and issues GLBTQ youth face during their teen years. YA literature will be supplemented with current research, Web sites for GLBTQ youth, community resources, and a password-protected, online class discussion board. This course is relevant for students who struggle with these issues themselves and/or come into contact with GLBTQ teen through personal, professional, parenting or teaching relationships. 

Teaching and learning methods: This course will employ constructivist teaching and learning approaches. Students will use a variety of sources, including contemporary young adult literature, research articles, and current news, to explore the issues faced by GLBTQ teens. Writing assignments will include the equivalent of three five-page papers, along with entries in a structured, online discussion. On each paper, students will have the benefit of ungraded draft review by instructor and peers. Each student will identify a critical issue to research and present to the class. Blackboard skills and a tutorial on MS Word skills needed for college-level writing. 
Students will use an interactive course Web site (Blackboard) for a substantial portion of their coursework. Students do not need to have prior online learning experience; step-by-step instructions for Blackboard and ongoing technical support are provided throughout the course.  Assessment is based on papers, projects, presentations, and active participation and demonstration of knowledge by each student during online and classroom activities. 
Expected Outcomes: 
Upon completion of the course students will be able to:

1. Identify and discuss critical issues faced by GLBTQ teens;

2. Describe how GLBTQ teens have been represented in young adult literature over the past three decades;

3. Identify and discuss key themes and conflicts in young adult literature by and/or about GLBTQ teens;

4. Discuss the relationships between teens’ sexual orientation and basic civil and human rights;

5. Identify local, regional, and national resources available to GLBTQ teens and their allies;

6. Describe cultural influences as relates to acceptance of GLBTQ teens;

7. Complete the steps necessary for a successful research paper: identify a topic, search for and evaluate information resources, take notes, construct an outline, write and revise drafts, use APA format to cite references, and proofread;

8. Utilize Blackboard course website tools need for full participation in a partially online (50% online, 50% class time) course; and

9. Use intermediate MS Word skills for completion of research paper.

Required Books: 

Bauer, Marion Dane, ed. Am I Blue? Coming Out from the Silence. Harper Trophy, 1994. Paperback: ISBN0-06-440587-7.

Freymann-Weyr, Garret. My Heartbeat. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2002. Paperback: ISBN 0142400661.

Garden, Nancy. Annie on My Mind. Farrar, Strauss & Giroux, 1982. Paperback: ISBN 0-374-40414-3.

Heron, Ann, ed. Two Teenagers in Twenty: Writings by Gay and Lesbian Youth. Alyson Books, 1995 reprint ed. Paperback: ISBN 1555832822

Koja, Kathe. Talk Farrar, Strauss & Giroux, 2005. Hardcover: ISBN 0374373825.

Plum-Ucci, Carol. What Happened To Lani Garver. Harcourt, 2002. Paperback: ISBN 0-15-205088-4.

Note: Additional reading from young adult books and related websites will be assigned. The young adult books to be used are readily available in bookstores and public libraries.
Course requirements and evaluation:

1. Course reading and discussion: Students are expected to keep up with assigned course readings and Web resources. In conjunction with course reading, discussion topics will be posted on the Blackboard discussion board. Topics will be related to the young adult books, issues commonly faced by GLBTQ teens, and current events. Students are expected to contribute their thoughts on each topic by the posted due date. (Discussion flows best if students do not leave this all until the night before the due date.) Students may reply directly to the instructor’s question and/or to other participants’ comments on the topic. The discussion questions are designed to prompt your thinking on the topic; most questions have no “right” answer. Your participation in these online discussions replaces face-to-face class meetings and should be taken just as seriously as traditional class attendance and participation.  (25%) 
2. Reader responses: A different reader response activity will be assigned for each of three of the required books. These activities consist of short, creative writing assignments geared toward prompting critical thinking on each book. Directions and point value  will be provided for each reader response. (25%)
3. Civic Inquiries: Three assignments will consist of small-scale investigation of into the community resources, protection of rights, and other civic issues as relates to GLBTQ teens. Each of these assignments will be associated issues raised in one of the required books. Directions and point value will be provided for each reader response. (25%)
4. Research paper: Each student will identify a topic of interest and write a 10-12 page paper on that topic. Substantial class time will be dedicated to steps in the writing process, including identification of topic, information searching, critical reading, note-taking, citing resources, framing an outline, and draft revision. Ungraded draft review is required, so that students have ample feedback prior to submission for final grade. Possible topics include, but are not limited to: health services; support groups; school social functions; representation of GLBTQ population in textbooks and curriculum; hate crimes; mental health issues including suicide; sports participation; military options; acceptance in organized religions; characteristics of GLBTQ-friendly communities; job discrimination. (25%) 

Assignment Guidelines:

1. All reading is to be completed prior to the date for which it is listed.
2. Unless otherwise specified, assignments are due no later than midnight on the due date.
3. The detailed directions for each assignment will contain a filename to be used when you save and then submit the assignment via Blackboard. The purpose of the filename is to help the instructor organize student assignments as they are turned in. Students must use the specified filename for each assignment. (We will go over this in our first class meeting and directions will be provided on Blackboard.) 
4. Please do not email questions about assignments and/or course logistics to the instructor. Instead, post this type of question on the Blackboard discussion board in the Course Logistics & Assignments forum. This way, other students will have the benefit of the instructor’s response. It is appropriate, however, to email to the instructor when the question relates strictly to your own individual circumstances and would not be of interest to other students. For example, a question regarding the format of a particular assignment should be posted on Blackboard. On the other hand, a request for an extension due to a family emergency should be emailed directly to the instructor.
5. Books selected by students must be chosen based on criteria for high quality young adult literature. These criteria, along with helpful selection aids, will be discussed in class.
6. Being concise is critical in writing. Written assignments must be typed in 12-point font (preferably Times New Roman) and double-spaced. All margins must be one inch wide. All pages should be numbered and papers must not exceed the page limit for the assignment. For references, bibliographies and other formatting, students should follow either APA or MLA format. 
7. All assignments are expected on time. Any assignment turned in late will drop a grade for each day it is overdue. For example, a paper that would have earned an "A" had it been turned in on time becomes an "A-" the first day late, a "B+" the second day late, etc. A student will be given the semester grade of "Incomplete" only in extreme circumstances.
8. One of the goals of constructivist learning is for learners to implement solutions they have developed to authentic problems. Students are strongly urged to discuss with the instructor any adjustments in the assigned projects that will enable the student to use the project to solve a critical "real life" problem.
Special accommodations: Any student who, due to a disability, needs special accommodations to participate in this course and/or complete assignments should contact the professor as soon as possible so that reasonable accommodations can be made. If you have not already done so, please register with the Disabilities Resources Office in the Academic Achievement Center, Maxwell Library, which is responsible for coordinating accommodations and services for students with disabilities.

Course topics:    
	Week 1
	Class: Introduction to Blackboard

Online: Complete Assignment 1: Getting Around Blackboard; submit practice assignment; post message in Welcome forum on Blackboard discussion board.
Reading: In preparation for class on Tues 9/19, read three stories from Two Teenagers in Twenty. This book is a collection of short personal narratives by GLBTQ teens. Ann Heron first collected and published the narratives in 1983 under the title One Teenager in Ten. In 1994, Heron published the second, expanded edition, which combines the original 1983 stories with a newer set of stories describing teens' experiences in the early 1990's. You may choose any three stories, but at least one should be from the 1983 collection. The 1983 stories are found on the following pages: 19, 23, 28, 37, 44, 52, 57, 68, 75, 78, 81, 85, 89, 101, 104, 110, 118, 122, 127, 134, 137, 150, 152, 170. In other words, read any one of these stories and then at least two others of your choice. 



	Week 2
	Class: Course expectations; syllabus; Teens & the Literature for Them.

Online: Discussion based on Two in Twenty
Reading: In preparation for Week 3, read My Heartbeat.



	Week 3
	Class: “Otherness”, categories, & sexual orientation;

Emergence of GLBTQ issues in YA literature
Online: Civic activity #1—Access to information 

Reading: In preparation for Week 4, read Annie on My Mind.

	Week 4
	Class: Schools: curriculum, extracurricular activities, & social life

Online: Reader response #1—Based on Annie on My Mind and current news article.
Reading: In preparation for Week 5, read What Happened to Lani Garver?

	Week 5
	Class: Health & wellness
Online: Civic activity #2—Community resources available to GLBTQ teens
Reading: In preparation for Week 5, read two stories of your choice from Am I Blue?


	Week 6 (National Coming Out Week—2006)
	Class: Coming out stories; friends & family

Online: Reader response #2—Based on Am I Blue?

Reading: In preparation for Week 5, read Talk.


	Week 7
	Class: Politics, the law, & GLBTQ teens

Online: Civic Activity #3—TBA
Reading: TBA


	Week 8
	Class: Culture, race & sexual orientation
Online: Reader response #2—TBA


	Week 9
	Class: Defining research paper topic, online searching skills; Maxwell databases; information evaluation

Online: Choosing & refining your topic


	Week 10
	Class: Note-taking; copyright, fair use, plagiarism prevention; Using APA format

Online: Abstract draft & peer review


	Week 11
	Class: Framing an outline

Online: Drafting your outline



	Week 12
	Class: Constructing a first draft

Online: Drafting paper & peer review



	Week 13
	Class: Writing workshop; common pitfalls
Online: Draft review/revision


	Week 14
	Class: Course summary; course evaluation
Online: Final paper revisions

Final paper due online Tues, 12/19
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LIBR 299 Booklist
Bauer, Marion Dane, ed. Am I Blue? Coming Out from the Silence. New York: Harper Collins, 1994. As the first anthology of young adult fiction focused on gay and lesbian themes, this book contains stories by a wide range of accomplished authors of young adult fiction.

Anonymous. It Happened to Nancy. New York: Avon, 1994. Similar in format to Go Ask Alice, this book reveals the thoughts, feelings and experiences of a teenage girl with AIDS.  

Crutcher, Chris. Athletic Shorts: Six Short Stories. New York: Harper Collins, 1989. In this collection of short stories grounded in sports themes, teen protagonists confront issues including race, gender bias, and homophobia. In particular, Crutcher explores how teens handle situations in which their own developing views may differ from that long-held attitudes of the adults around them.

Doyle, Malachy. Who Is Jesse Flood? New York: Bloomsbury, 2002. Who is Jesse Flood? This is the question that Jesse himself is trying to answer. Growing up in Northern Ireland, Jesse lives on the fringes of the social scene at school and struggles with his parents’ breakup at home.

Freymann-Weyr, Garret. My Heartbeat. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2002. Fourteen-year-old Ellen finds herself torn between her brother Link and his long-time friend James. When James and Link’s longtime friendship ruptures, Ellen begins to explore the possibility that either one or both of these two high school seniors is gay. Both boys, meanwhile, struggle with the implications in their highly achievement-oriented, professional New York City families. 

Garden, Nancy. Annie on My Mind. New York: Farrar, Straus, & Giroux, 1982. Now a freshman at MIT, Eliza looks back on the relationship she had with Annie during their senior year of high school. This book marks the first teen novel focused on a homosexual relationship.

Heron, Ann (ed.) Two Teenagers in 20: Writings by Gay and Lesbian Youth. New York: Alyson Publications, 1994. Collection of short, personal narratives by gay and lesbian youth, with most stories focused on the teens’ coming out experiences. Book includes stories from the 1983 edition (One Teenager in Ten), along with many new stories collected a decade later.

Huegel, Kelly. GLBTQ* The Survival Guide for Queer and Questioning Teens. Minneapolis: Free Spirit Publishing, 2003. A concise, practical guide for GLBTQ teens, this book provides straightforward advice on a wide variety of topics, including coming, dating, dealing with homophobia, and staying healthy. 

Koja, Kathe. Talk. New York: Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2005. Despite having no prior theater experience, Kit Webster is selected for the school play’s lead role. Everyone is amazed at his natural talent, but Kit soon realizes that he has been acting for many years. Kit now faces the question of how much longer he will continue to cover up his homosexuality.

*LaRochelle, David. Absolutely, Positively Not. New York: Arthur A. Levine Books [Scholastic], 2005. After developing a crush on Mr. Bowman, a young, athletic substitute teacher, sixteen-year-old Steven sets out to prove to himself that he (Steven) absolutely, positively is not gay. The tests and trials that Steven inflicts upon himself are humorous, but the underlying premise of the urgency of proving he is not gay is tragic.

Plum-Ucci, Carol. What Happened To Lani Garver. Lani Garver, who recently moved to Hackett Island, defies all the usual categories high school students apply to their peers. In fact, no one even knows whether Lani is male or female. As Claire McKenzie struggles with her own leukemia and her mother’s alcoholism, Lani’s friendship forces her to make difficult decisions about her own core values.

*Selvadurai, Shyam. Swimming in the Monsoon Sea. Toronto: Tundra Books, 2005. During the 1980 monsoon season in Sri Lanka, fourteen-year-old Amrith’s life becomes both exciting and troubling when his long-lost cousin Niresh comes to visit. Amrith realizes that he has fallen in love with his cousin, at the same time that Niresh is romancing Amrith’s adoptive sister. Meanwhile, Niresh faces his own identity crisis, as he tries to reconcile his Sri Lankan ancestry with his Canadian upbringing.

Summer, Jane, ed. Not the Only One: Lesbian and Gay Fiction for Teens. Los Angeles: Alyson Books, 2004. A more recent anthology of gay and lesbian fiction, this book contains stories that cut across a variety of cultures and times in history.

Walker, Kate. Peter.  Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1993. [First published in Australia, 1991, by Omnibus Books.] When fifteen-year-old Peter meets his older brother’s friend David, he (Peter) begins to question his sexual orientation. Set in Australia, the book also includes focus on motor biking, Peter’s pastime. 
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Sample Assignment: 

Civic engagement #1: 
Information Access: Are they being served? 
Imagine that you are a teen (middle or high school) in need of information on GLBTQ lifestyles and/or concerns. You might be looking for information on your legal rights in a particular situation, or you might just want to read a novel that includes a main character who is gay or lesbian. Go to a public library, school library, or bookstore and see what you can find. Keeping in mind that online transactions and even a single contact with  a website are easily tracked in ways that might “out” a teen, do not use online bookstores for this assignment. Things to note:
· How easy or difficult is it to find the book(s)?

· Did you need to ask for help?

· How private/public is the computer used to search for books?

· Were the books available current? If not, how old were they?

· Are the books set apart in a separate GLBTQ section, or mixed in with others of the same type (fiction, health, etc)?

·  If you were a teen, would you feel comfortable going into this setting to get books?

NOTE: It is possible that you will not find the books before you become uncomfortable in the particular library or bookstore. For the purpose of the assignment, this is okay. Simply keep track of how far you get in your search and what factors made you uncomfortable. Remember, you are approaching this task from the perspective of a teen 10-18 years old.

This assignment is then followed by an online discussion of what students experienced in completing the task above.
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Presentation proposal accepted for National Council of Teachers of English 2006 Annual Convention,  November, 2006, Nashville, TN:

In this presentation, I will describe GLBTQ Teen Experiences in Young Adult Literature, a seminar intended for college sophomores, which uses contemporary YA literature as a starting point for students’ exploration of key issues affecting GLBTQ teens. Bridgewater State College’s new Core Curriculum requires all sophomores to take a seminar course which is either speaking or writing intensive. An important goal for the seminar is to “…improve their writing, reading, research, and basic information and technology skills while building the connections between scholarship and action that are required for lifelong learning.” Instructors are encouraged to motivate students toward civic engagement related to the seminar topic. 

This course will be taught in a hybrid mode, with 50% occurring online via a Blackboard course website and 50% in a face-to-face classroom setting. In the password-protected, Blackboard online discussion, students will use screen names that bear no correlation to their legal names, so that students will have greater freedom to discuss potentially sensitive topics. Guest speakers from community agencies will be invited to participate in both face-to-face class meetings and in the online discussion. Working individually or in small groups, students will use academic and community resources to research a topic that is of particular interest to them. Ungraded draft review using MS Word track changes editing tool is a key component of the course writing assessment process. Students will be encouraged to practice writing for both traditional paper format and digital formats (e.g. PowerPoint, websites, blogs).

As part of the seminar process, I plan to keep a teaching journal, to chart my own journey through the course. My presentation will include an overview of the course, along with discussion of which teaching strategies have proven most successful. In addition, I will discuss the advantages and disadvantages of the hybrid (partially online) course format. Time will be allowed for questions and comments. A link to website with the course bibliography and other related resources will be provided to participants. 

