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“The Art, Architecture and Culture of Islamic Spain” Course Development

The purpose of this grant was for the development of a new course. The new course is a First Year Seminar on Islamic Spain and Morocco now being taught during the fall semester of 2006.

During the summer of 2006, much time was spent researching and preparing course materials. First, visuals needed organization and digitization; second, appropriate texts need to be located, ordered for both the students and the Library; third, research in the Harvard libraries was necessary to establish appropriate textual and visual parameters for the course.

My extensive personal slide collection of Spain’s and Morocco’s Islamic monuments needed to be scanned and digitized. That process began during the spring semester and part of the summer. A student requested the project of digitizing my collection of art and architecture of Andalusia, accomplished as a directed study in Art History. The student acquired the technical skills necessary to scan and organize this collection. IT and the Art department purchased the requisite slide scanner and 2 500 gigabyte hard-drives for the storage of the images. A second student is now in the process of scanning the Morocco slides for use later this semester.
The Harvard Fine arts Library was the best resource for determining availability of books for this course. Also very helpful was the advice of my 2 colleagues—Jeff Spurr  and Andras Riedelmayer—in charge of the Aga Khan Collection of books and visual materials in the Fine Arts Library.

The Bridgewater Library ordered 2 of the main texts for the course—books unavailable for purchase by the students. One of them was a quite expensive book and I am thankful for its purchase.

In consultation with my colleague at the Center of Middle East Studies at Harvard—Dr. William Granara, who directs the Arabic Studies Program at Haravard—a suitable novel was selected. Dr. Granara had just completed the translation of this novel Granada by the Egyptian author Radwa Ashour.  Another colleague, Dr. Mahmoud Hawari from Oxford University assisted with the selection of a text on the Islamic Art of Portugal. This text Museum Without Borders: In the Land of the Enchanted Moorish Maiden; Islamic Art in Portugal is part of a series of books on Islamic Art. Dr. Hawari is part of the editorial group organizing and publishing these texts.
The course is now being taught as a First Year seminar.
