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The purpose of this proposal was to revise the SWCK 440 Research Methods course for spring ‘07 by creating opportunities for interested students to engage in hands on research with community agencies.  The first organization where the students will participate in social work research is the Boys and Girls Club of Brockton.
The current SWCK440 course teaches students the knowledge and skills of writing a research proposal.  Their learning includes conceptualizing issues for research, writing literature reviews to support the research ideas, and writing a methodology paper detailing how they would conduct the research.  In that this is a single semester course, it lacks the necessary time to go further with the assignment.  The students who are selected to be a part of this process will be able to earn additional credit through a directed study so that they can stay with the project for more than a semester.
Developing opportunities for students with community agencies involved some unexpected events.  One agency, which initially was very interested in this project, and with which I developed project ideas experienced a key staff resignation in August. This resulted in putting the project on hold with this agency until another professional is hired for that position.

The process then involved exploring student opportunities with other social service agencies in the community.  After discussions with several social workers in the community the decision was made to implement this project with the Boys and Girls Clubs of Brockton.  This agency serves a large number of youth in the city of Brockton and as one community professional stated, “it literally saves some kids’ lives.”  The Boys and Girls Clubs offer a number of programs to at risk youth in the form of after school and weekend programs.  The organization has been interested in having some data about the youth it serves and the effects of its programs, but has not had staff with time and expertise in this area.  The Boys and Girls Club, therefore welcomes our BSC students.
BSC students, along with social work department faculty, will be designing ways to assist this organization through data collection methods and program evaluation research.  The next planning meeting is scheduled for October 11, 2006.  Following this meting a more specific proposal/contract will be developed and reviewed by the IRB at BSC as needed.  Several students who will be enrolling in SWCK440 for the spring semester will be identified by social work faculty and asked to participate in this project for their required course assignment.
This is a new and different method for teaching social work research skills. I look forward to collaborating with staff from the Boys and Girls Club as well as with other faculty and students.
