Second Year Seminar –SCWK299



Spring, 2008
“Our Town”:  Explorations in Community


MW 12:20-1:35
Cindy King-Frode, Ph.D., MBA, MSW, Instructor
Course Description:  Using the title of Thornton Wilder’s famous play as a departure point, this course will explore such questions as Why was I raised in my particular hometown?  Why did Reebok or Stanley Works locate their businesses where they did?  What makes for an artists’ community?  What would it be like to live in an urban area?  In a seaport?  What services make a community desirable?  How can we improve communities?  Where do I want to work?  To raise my family?

This speaking-intensive seminar will introduce students from a variety of majors to the concept of community, to a variety of fictional and real communities, and to the skills needed to understand and enhance them.  We will look at geographical or place communities such as Boston or Bridgewater or Bar Harbor and at identity communities such as a professional community, the GLBT community, or a Mormon sect.  We will examine relevant documents such as town newspapers and statistics and talk with community members.  Students will learn about community-based research and interviewing skills and will present their findings in several speeches to their classmates.
Course Objectives:  
· To understand the functions of a community and the enormous variety of communities around us
· To identify important factors or variables used in analyzing specific communities
· To learn about civic engagement, social capital, and community building

· To learn basic community research skills 

· To develop basic interviewing skills

· To enhance speaking skills

· To strengthen critical thinking skills

Course Expectations:
· The course includes two 75-minute classes per week. Classes will include brief lectures, and small group activities, and skill-building sessions designed to help students understand communities and present that understanding in effective speeches.

· Attendance:  I take regular attendance since class participation is an integral part of learning.  Students should be aware that they are responsible for all material that is covered in class whether they are present or not. 
· Late Assignments:  Deadlines do exist and we all have to respect them.  Extensions will be granted only in special circumstances and when a student has notified me in advance of an anticipated lateness.

Accessibility Statement:

In compliance with Bridgewater State College’s policy and equal access legislation, I am available to discuss appropriate accommodations that you may require as a student with a disability.  Requests for academic accommodations should be made during the add/drop period, unless there are unusual circumstances, so that appropriate arrangements can be made.  Students are encouraged to register with the Disability Resources Office in the Academic Achievement Center for disability verification and determination of reasonable academic accommodations.

Methods of instruction and learning:

· Class lectures

· Small group class discussions

· Brief reaction papers
· Three speaking opportunities
Grading:
Reaction papers



20%

Initial Speech




10%

Second Speech



30%

Final Speech




30%

Class Participation, written activities
10%
Course Outline

Week 1 
General introductions; course overview; discussion about what students would like to learn and why.  Review of speaking assignments and their assessment.
Week 2 – Introduction to the concept of community

Monday
· Definitions of a community.
· Functions of a community 
· Types of communities -  place or geographic and identificational or relational communities
· Students’ views of an ideal community

Required Reading:
1. Warren
Wednesday
· “The Disaster Game” in groups; discussion about community values,  ethical decision-making
· Distribute “Questions about your community” and assign initial speech-based conversation for first speech. 
Week 3 – Examples of communities
     
Monday - Film, Dark Days, w/ study questions
Wednesday - Initial 3-5 minute speeches on home communities, based on distributed questions.
· Assign readings on fictional communities for weeks 4 & 5
Weeks 4 – Communities in fiction and memoirs

Monday– Film, The Color of Paradise, w/ study questions
Wednesday- Discussion of readings from fiction, memoirs
· Brief reaction papers due

Week 5 – Geographic communities

Monday- Discussion of geographic communities; quantitative research using community data and community indicators.  
· Develop list of indicators to use in community research projects
· Use of Jacksonville, FL indicator project data

· Use of community assets analysis

· Development of students’ lists of variables and how to locate information

Required Reading:  

1. McKnight
2. community indicators

Wednesday –Discussion continued, with student examples

Week 6 - Relational communities

Monday – Definition and discussion of identificational or relational 

communities

· Assignment - Students identify two or more articles on a relational community of their choice to present in class week 9.
Wednesday – Guest Speakers on relational communities

Week 7
Monday and Wednesday – Brief speeches on relational communities, based on articles
· Students form teams and identify communities they will study; begin seeking data
Week 8 – Skill-Building:  Participatory action research
Monday & Wednesday- Introduction to participatory action research and qualitative research techniques 

· The use of interviews with key informants

· Introduction to basic interviewing skills

Required Reading:
Week 9
Monday - Working in pairs or teams, begin preparing interview guides for 
community interviews

Wednesday – Edit, practice interviews
Week 10 – Current Issues; Possible Solutions
Monday – Urban poverty; “white flight”; gentrification
Wednesday - Social Capital and Civic Engagement

Required Reading:  
1. Putnam

Week 11 –Community Building
Monday – Discussion of community building strategies
Wednesday – Student speeches

Week 12

Monday & Wednesday – Student Speeches

Week 13

Monday & Wednesday – Student Speeches 

Course content and assignments will be drawn from the following books and articles 

Fiction, Memoirs

Michael Patrick MacDonald – All Souls:  A Family Story from Southie

Alex Kotlowitz – There are no Children Here

Lisa See – Snow Flower and the Secret Fan

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie – Purple Hibiscus

Kiran Desai – The Inheritance of Loss

Geraldine Brooks – Year of Wonders

John Krakauer – Under the Banner of Heaven:  A Story of Violent Faith

Mary Pipher – The Middle of Everywhere:  Helping Refugees Enter the American Community

Short stories by John Cheever, John Updike

Content on Theory, Skill-Building

Randy Stoecker – Research Methods for Community Change

Robert Putnam – Bowling Alone

Amitai Eetzioni – The Spirit of Comminity

Paul Grogan & Tony Proscio – Comeback Cities

Roland Warren - 
John Kretzmann & John McKnight – Building Communities from the Inside Out
David Sawicki and Patraice Flynn - “Neighborhood Indicators”
John Kretzman and John McKnight - “Assets-Based Community Development”

Norman Glickman and Lisa Servon – “More than Bricks and Sticks:  Five Components of

Community Development Corporation Capacity

Tracy Mauro – “Helping Organizations Build Community”

Linda Camino – “Youth-Adult Partnerships:  Entering new territory in community work and research”

Films:

Dark Days – a documentary about an underground community

The Color of Paradise – the story of a blind boy in rural Iran

I’m Not Scared – the story of a boy in an Italian farming community
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