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FIRST YEAR SEMINAR:  WHO OWNS THE PAST?


DR. HOFFMAN

SYLLABUS

The new Core Curriculum at Bridgewater State College requires that freshmen take a topical course which has good writing at its center.  In this course, as in all other FYS courses, you will be expected to produce at least 15 pages of writing, and you can expect that I will review each writing assignment and give it back to you for revision – perhaps more than once.  The goal is to bring your writing abilities up to a level where you will be able to write correctly, cogently, and comprehensively in all of your other courses.  The nature of the writing assignments in this class will be varied.  Some writing will be done in class; some will be assigned as homework to be turned in at the next class session; and there will be one end-of-semester project which will involve some research on your part, and which will be in the form of a letter to a local Planning Board concerning an archaeological site threatened with development.  None of the writing assignments will be formal papers with a full apparatus of footnotes or endnotes – but this course will prepare you for that level of writing in your other courses.  There will also be no exams in the course – you will be graded on the quality and content of your writing alone.  I will especially be looking for improvement in your writing skills over the course of the semester.  None of your first drafts will be graded – unless you fail to turn them in by the deadline – but your final drafts will be.


Why writing intensive?  Good, comprehensible writing is one of the fundamental skills in our society.  You will most probably be writing in some form or other throughout your professional career, no matter what field you are in.  The medium may change – from hand-written documents to word-processor texts to e-mail messages to text messaging – but it is all still writing.  By writing well, you are expressing your thoughts in a way that other people, even those not within the range of your speaking voice, can understand them.  In addition, you should find that getting your thoughts down on paper (or onto a computer screen) will actually help you to develop your thinking.  That is why multiple drafts are so important:  you may realize that not only are you not conveying your ideas well in your first draft, but that you don’t even know what your ideas ARE until you have written something down about them.  As you work through multiple drafts, you will be able to refine your ideas so that they are expressed more and more clearly to the reader.  This method is used by nearly all writers, including academics.  I ordinarily go through 4 or 5 drafts of anything I submit for publication (including this syllabus)!  Having more than one pair of eyes look over a document is essential to catch errors in logic, expression, continuity, grammar, and spelling which the original writer often has overlooked.


You should have an English composition style manual, preferably QA Compact by Troyka and Hesse, and you should refer to it frequently when doing your homework assignments.  You will probably already have purchased this book, or one like it, for your English Composition class.  You may submit homework assignments to me via the internet.  I will use highlighter to note words, phrases, sentences, and paragraphs which need revision.  Just a word to the wise:  Microsoft Word’s spell-checker is NOT sufficient to correct spelling and grammatical errors – and it certainly will not help you with errors in logic or clarity.  Don’t rely on it for final proofreading of your copy, because it will get you into trouble!  Instead, use your style manual – and develop your own sense of right spelling, punctuation, and grammar.

What is this course all about?  The new writing-intensive courses are not just composition courses.  They are supposed to center around issues within their disciplines.  They are designed to stimulate you to think about the issues, to recognize and critique the alternative points of view, to help you to make up your mind about which view you prefer, and to present cogent arguments in favor of it.  This particular course is a writing-intensive introduction to the many-sided question of ownership of the past – ownership of the actual objects produced by past cultures, ownership of the right to publish and display those objects, and ownership of intellectual property concerning the past, including theories about the past cultures and about culture in general.  As we shall see, there are many parties with interest in the debate, including archaeologists and anthropologists, historians, museums, antiquities dealers, indigenous peoples, private collectors, governments at every level from local to international, private developers, and looters – the trade in illicit antiquities is fourth largest underground economy in the world, behind only drugs, sex slavery, and precious metals and gems.  All of them have their own perspectives. While as the campus archaeologist I will certainly represent the views of the first of the groups listed above, I will also attempt to show their limitations, as well as the value of the other perspectives.

I have chosen two main texts for this course.  The first, Kenneth Feder’s Linking to the Past (LTP), is a basic Introduction to Archaeology text.  It has been written so as to engage your interest in the discipline of archaeology and the ways in which archaeologists go about finding out about the past.  You should find this text relatively easy reading.  We will not be using all of this text, but the chapters which relate to the discovery of archaeological sites and the recovery of their remains will be of importance, as well as the brief section on the history of archaeology.  We will jump around from section to section, not taking the chapters in the order in which they are presented.  I will also use some of the study questions at the ends of the chapters for writing assignments.  The second text, Ian McNiven and Lynette Russell’s Appropriated Pasts (AP), is a much more academic text, complete with endnotes.  You will likely find it to be more challenging reading. I have chosen it because the authors have a very clear perspective on the ways in which knowledge of the past – particularly in Australia, where they work, but also in other areas of the world where Europeans have displaced indigenous peoples – has been misused to support self-serving theories about the region’s past indigenous people, sometimes with disastrous effects upon social policy toward their living descendants.  

I will also include some articles for you to read and comment upon in Blackboard – you MUST obtain a Blackboard account for this course so you can access this material.  Some of these articles are noted with an “A” in the last column of the schedule on the next page.  I will also assign some films for you to watch on Blackboard – these are noted with a “V” in the last column of the schedule on the next page.  I have also invited some speakers to address the class, and these are noted with an “S” in the last column of the schedule on the next page.  There will be a field trip to a threatened local archaeological site at which my students and I have been excavating for the past several years, and to the museum where many of the artifacts from that site are displayed.

You should keep a journal of your reading and class experiences, and make comments in it each day.  These comments should include a brief summary of what you read or watched, what you think the purpose of the selection is trying to convey, and your reactions – positive and negative – about it.  You will find this to be a source of ideas for your more formal written work.  You will need to turn it (or a copy of it) in at the end of the semester, but it will only be graded on a pass/fail basis.

The grading for this course will be based upon the following formula:

In-class writing assignments:  20% (letter grades)

Homework writing assignments – first drafts:  10% (pass/fail, based on whether or not 

you turn them in)

Homework writing assignments – final drafts:  35% (letter grades)

Final Project, final draft:  25% (letter grade) 

Attendance:  5% (1 unexcused absence is permitted, after which this grade drops)

Journal:  5% (pass/fail, based on whether or not you turn it in)

My office hours this semester are Mondays from 12 – 1:30, and Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2:00 – 3:30.  My office is Tillinghast 239.  Usually it is advisable to e-mail me to set up an appointment with me at curtiss.hoffman@bridgew.edu, or speak to me after class.

COURSE SCHEDULE

WEEK OF
TOPIC



TEXT


OTHER
     9/3

Introduction



LTP 1, AP 1 

Other People’s 










Garbage (V)

   9/11   
How is Archaeology Done (1)?
LTP 3, 4

   9/18
       
How is Archaeology Done (2)?
LTP 8

9/25             Archaeology and the Law

LTP 2


NAGPRA text (A), 








Vicki Rourke (S)

   10/2

The Goals of Archaeology

LTP 5, AP 2

Who Owns the Past? (V)   

   10/9

Dating the Past


LTP 6, AP 3


 10/16

The Origins of Peoples

LTP 12, AP 4


 10/23

The Spread of Ideas


LTP 10, AP 5

 10/30

Archaeology as Science

LTP 11, AP 6

Site Visit, Painter (A)

   11/6

Site Conservation and Looters
LTP 7


A Thief of Time (V)


 11/13

Burials and Sacred Sites – 

LTP 13

Doug Harris (S)



a Controversial Issue








 11/20

Museums, Collectors, and 




Ron Dalton (S)


Antiquities Dealers





UNESCO Convention (A)

 11/27   
Government Agencies





MHC (A) 

   12/4   
Involving Indigenous Peoples 
AP 7




in Preserving Their Own Past

 12/11 

Cooperative Partnerships

AP 8



with Indigenous Groups

 12/18

Final Projects due

