Presidential Course Development Grant

Deborah Nemko

This summer I have spent time investigating new software and learning how to teach the software to students in the course.  I have spent much of my time reading about the latest research regarding “music language” acquisition and teaching piano to non-traditional students. My research into how other schools have integrated technology with teaching piano and class piano will not only assist students in the Pedagogy course but also impact the more than 100 students and faculty that use our class piano lab daily.

Through this grant I have already developed a syllabus (see below) and begun teaching the course, Special Topics 399:  Piano Pedagogy.  I have also begun to develop a network of music educators in elementary and secondary schools in southeastern MA with students interested in taking lessons with the course’s student-teachers

Piano Pedagogy  MUSC 399

Dr. Deborah Nemko, Instructor

Dnemko@bridgew.edu

Office:  312 C Maxwell Library

Office hours:  Tuesday 1-2, Wednesdays 10-11, Fridays 1-2 or by appointment

Purpose of the Course:

This course is designed as an introduction to teaching piano and will function as a survey of teaching materials as well as hands-on skills based learning.  The course primarily focuses on the needs of the beginning student, child or adult, and will explore issues that teachers encounter in both private piano studios as well as the group piano setting.  Students will be required to observe lessons taught by professionals and must be available for weekly lessons outside of class.

Students will also be required to keep a pedagogy notebook to be turned in at the Final Exam.

Calendar:

9/11

Introduction to Course



Basic teaching psychology 



Projects for New Teachers, p. 17

9/18

Assignment Due, Projects for New Teachers.



Principles of Learning, Teaching Beginners and Elementary 


Students


New Assignment: Projects for New Teachers p. 37, p. 126

9/25

Assignment Due: Projects for New Teachers. P. 37, p. 126



Student for semester project established

     

Elementary Level Methods: A Comparison 

10/2

Teaching Rhythm Reading/Teaching Technique and Musical 


Sound Development

10/9

Project Due:  Three Short Compositions 



Teaching The Spectrum: Children, Adult Beginners, Preschoolers 

and Special Needs Students

10/16

Technology in Teaching

10/23

Mock-lessons 

10/ 30

Teaching Group Lessons (Piano Lab, BSC)
11/6

Developing Musicality/Elementary Performance and Study


Repertoire

11/13

Setting up a Studio I: The Business Model

11/20

Setting up a Studio II:  Parent/New Student Guides/Evaluations

11/27  
Project Due:  Business Plan and Publicity Package



Maintaining Student Interest

12/4

Recitals and Other Activities 

12/11

Final Exam: Pedagogy Notebook Due/Special Projects Due

This Syllabus is Subject To Change At Any Time

