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As a result of the awarding of this grant, I spent the summer researching written and audiovisual sources of information for my First Year Seminar: Women in Popular Music.  I read and discovered excellent texts including Respect: Women and Popular Music by Dorothy Marcic as well as old standards like Karin Pendle’s Women and Music:  A History.  The contemporary nature of the topic also required spending a significant amount of time researching, locating and analyzing videos of great performers such as Billy Holiday and Etta James.  The course has been both expanded and enlivened by the time I was able to devote to the topic of women and popular music and I am truly enjoying my experience teaching.  

This course begins with a discussion of women performers and composers at the fin de siècle of the 19th century and ultimately addresses women in music – their work and status in society – and the world of music in the present day.  Throughout the course we address topics like the impact of suffrage, women in the workforce during WWII and racial tensions reflected in popular music. In-class writing assignments include topics such as “Why do you think more people vote for contestants on American Idol than vote for the president of the United States?” Students are required to complete three essays that are submitted in various stages of revision. They are encouraged to write and revise their work, learning in class that the performers that they most admire have themselves spent many hours and years also honing their craft. In addition, the inclusion of a Writers Workshop after each first draft submission helps students to learn to critique their colleagues both gracefully and constructively. Much like the musical process, writing involves collaboration. After further suggestions from the instructor and a final revision, students submit their final paper for a grade and additional feedback.

I am including the syllabus for the course in case it will be of interest to my colleagues (feel free to recommend students next time it is offered!).

