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Monday 
11:00am-12:00pm, Maxwell Library 312 C

Tuesday
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Wednesday  
11:00-12:00, Maxwell Library 312 C
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MUSC 199:

"Women and Popular Music "

Course Description

The course will explore popular music styles including blues, jazz, country, rock 'n' roll, R&B, rap, hip-hop and other musical styles.   Students will take a critical look at the history behind each musical genre and the impact that women performers and composers have had on popular music in general.

In addition, the course will ask important questions regarding the interplay of gender, race and class and the creation and performance of music in our society.

Required Texts and Recordings
Dickerson, James L.  Go, Girl, Go! The Women’s Revolution in Music.  


New York:  Schirmer,  2005.

The Rolling Stone Women in Rock Collection.  New York:  Razor, 1998.

Other recordings to be downloaded to laptop or MP3 player as requested.

Highly Recommended Texts

Marcic, Dorothy.  Respect:  Women and Popular Music.  New York:  Texere, 2002. 

Troyka and Hesse.  Q A Compact.   New York:  Prentice Hall, 2007.  

Recommended Texts

Riley, Time.  Fever: How Rock 'n' Roll Transformed Gender in America.  Picador: 2005.

Whiteley, Sheila.  Women and Popular Music:  Sexuality, Identity and Subjectivity.


 New York:  Routledge, 2000.

Students are also invited to select recordings and videos from their own collections for use in the course as well as gather materials from the internet.  

Course Objectives


Students will be expected to think critically and write about both the music covered in the course and its social implications. Through written essays, class discussion and an oral presentation, students will examine and critique a variety of popular music genres. This course focuses on critical thinking skills, the ability to work collaboratively and the value of using  technology for researching the subject.

This course enhances current music department offerings including popular music, jazz and women composer courses.  In addition, this course provides an important link to offerings in the women studies area.

Attendance  



This course requires regular attendance in accordance with Bridgewater State College attendance policy.  Two or more absences will result in a reduction of the student's participation/attendance grade. 

Plagiarism   



 All sources must be cited as appropriate.  Please paraphrase as appropriate.  Any student found “cutting and pasting” from the internet or using pre-written essays will receive an “F” on the assignment and disciplinary action.

Grading

Students will be graded on essays, oral presentations, final written project and attendance / participation.  Late assignments will not be accepted.  It is expected that your assignment are turned in even if you are not present in class.

Attendance/Participation



10 %

Essay 1





20 %

Essay 2





20 %

Oral Presentation (Group)


20 %

Final Written Project



30 %

​​​​​​​______________________________________________________

Total Percentage  




100 %

Suggested Course Schedule

Week One 

"A Woman Should be Seen and Not Heard"; Music Making and the Amateur at the Turn of the 20th century

Week Two  

"Red Hot Mommas:  Bessie Smith, Ma Rainey, Willie Mae “Big Mama” Thornton and their Compatriots"  

Week Three




[Essay I Due]
Motown, The Supremes, The Marvellettes, "Sisters Doing it For themselves"

Week Four

R & B:  Turner through Raitt and Houston

Week Five

Sophisticated Sounds:  Dusty Springfield, Dionne Warwick

Week Six





[Essay 2 Due]
Folk Music, Joan Baez and the 60's counter culture, Janis Joplin, femininity, sexual identity and hard rockin' women









Week Seven

Joni Mitchell to Tori Amos, Blue and a legacy of musical evolution  

Week Eight

Disco:  Chaka Khan to Summers

Week Nine

Country Revolution

Week Ten

The feminization / Androgynization of Rock: "Sweet Dreams are Made of This"
Week Eleven




[Oral Presentation Due]

Reinventing Oneself:  Linda Rondstadt, Pat Benatar and Madonna 
Week Twelve

TBA

Week Thirteen

Commercial success

Week Fourteen / Fifteen

[Final Project Due]

Rap, Hip-Hop and Non-western Fusion  




Syllabus and Course Schedule Subject to Change at Any Time

