2006 Faculty/Librarian Presidential Grant Report
Elizabeth Spievak

Attached please find my syllabus and a series of writing assignments for the FYS entitled “The Psychology of Academic Success” to be taught in the spring of 2007.  

The course will incorporate applications from Developmental Psychology (including the influence of family, peers, learned helplessness, etc.), Biological Psychology (including neurological and genetic influences), Social Psychology (including attributions, personality, conformity, self-fulfilling prophecies, etc.), Cognitive Psychology (memory, problem solving, decision making, etc.), and Clinical Psychology (including behavior modification, cognitive restructuring).  It will be research focused, requiring extensive use of Library resources and the development of Library skills. 

Librarian Pamela Hayes-Bohanan and I will both be directly involved with teaching this writing intensive course.  The development of the course syllabus has allowed us to share information concerning our respective disciplines and develop assignments that will maximize learning in both areas.  I have focused my efforts on choosing appropriate course content and designing the writing assignments, which are progressive.  Students will learn about some of the most influential and historically important studies in psychology.  They will simultaneously learn how to improve their own academic performance through the application of psychological techniques.  Students will also see the progression of their learning through the writing assignments, which are designed for reflection.  The assignments link together and build toward a portfolio of work that reveals how much they have learned and requires them to visit and revisit their study habits and skills.  In addition, students will learn how to make effective use of the library’s extensive resources, a skill invaluable to their future college success.  

This course also advances BSC’s undergraduate research goals in that students will receive a solid foundation in research methodology and ethics in psychology, the scientific method, independent and dependent variables, operational definitions, and the like.  Students will learn about the programmatic nature of research and will gain skills they will continue to use throughout their academic careers.  They will be well prepared to participate in any undergraduate research activity on campus.  Additionally, this writing intensive and research focused course will help students to gain understanding in plagiarism and citation of sources, evaluation of sources, and time management, among other Information Literacy skills.  

Psychology 199: First Year Seminar in Psychology

Spring 2007: September 7-December 14, MWF 2-2:50pm

Professor: Dr. Elizabeth R. Spievak (espievak@bridgew.edu, ext 2154) 


    Pamela Hayes-Bohanan, M.S. (phayesbohanan@bridgew.edu, ext 2893)

Office Hours:  

Required Texts: Nothing to purchase, however there will be readings
Grading scale:


A    93-100%
A-  90-92%
B+  88-89%
B    83-87%
B-  80-82%
C+  78-79%


C    73-77%
C-  70-72%
D+  68-69%
D    63-67%
D-  60-62%
F     59% and below

Course goals:  To provide an overview of the issues involved in successfully negotiating college level multiple-choice and essay exams, papers, presentations, group work, etc.  To expose students to reading and writing about research through effective use of library resources and search engines.  To encourage students to research and learn about topics of interest in psychology as well as other opportunities for advancement at BSC.  Because this is a library and writing intensive course you will be expected to demonstrate investment in your work and adherence to ethical practices.  We reserve the right to evaluate all sources.   

To successfully complete this course, students will be required to exhibit evidence of an understanding of the following:  

· Clarity of expression (including, but not limited to organization, grammar, sentence and paragraph structure), 

· Importance of analysis (including, but not limited to, analysis of a problem/solution and reflective processing), 

· Respect for prior scholarship (including, but not limited to, accurate citation, attention to/evaluation of source credibility, thoroughness of literature review).

Journal Entries will be worth 25 points total.  See attachment for details.  Journal entries do not have to be typewritten (but I refer you to the comments about readability below). There is no page requirement, but you should keep in mind that you will be graded on your thoughtful interpretation and integration of psychological research and theory, originality and presentation (although spelling, flow, readability, grammar, etc. will not be closely examined).  There are no make-ups for journal entries (because they are focused on the day’s topic), but you may miss two with no penalty.  (If you miss no journal entries we will drop the lowest two scores when we calculate your final grade.)  
Class presentations will be worth 25 points each.  You will have individual responsibility for presenting readings. You are expected to come prepared to inform your peers about the article you read and lead a discussion on your assigned topic.  You will need to prepare a hand out and/or powerpoint presentation (if you need copies or audio visual equipment, ask us ahead of time).  Sometimes this might mean that you have to talk for 10-15 minutes, but the format is informal.  It is your job to “review” the readings in enough detail that your peers will be able to get the “gist”—your classmates will not necessarily have read the material before class—and to stimulate discussion.  You should come with questions, answers and ideas of your own, but your real measure of success is the amount of on-target discussion that is generated in the class.  Even better than lecturing to your peers, you might try putting them in groups, include an activity, or a small writing assignment, which would get your classmates thinking/talking to each other.  You should plan to use 20-30 minutes of class time.  Ideas to get you started:

What was most important?  Why?  How does the topic relate to other readings, other subjects, or to everyday life (be cautious about specifics relating to your life—instead consider current events, work, politics, family, relationships, in general etc.)?  You might bring in a brief newspaper article or show a movie clip, ask students to answer a few questions you’ve prepared, etc.  Avoid simply saying to the class: “What do you think?” You might propose outrageous or extreme ideas, ask students to role-play, or simply weave together the various readings in a way that stimulates thought and discussion.

If you miss class, or a portion of the class, when you are responsible for the material, you will get a zero for that day.  There are no make-ups for class presentations because we will be moving on.  If you have an excused absence, you may be permitted to lead the discussion on another day later in the semester.
Peer Review Assignments are worth 10 points for each paper.  Peer reviews will be graded based on the quality of your feedback on the entire paper.  Writing “good job,” “looks good to me,” “keep up the good work,” does not constitute a review and you will receive no points.  People need your thoughts and comments to improve their papers and they will even appreciate criticism!  It is your responsibility to put your name and the date on the papers you review.  You can’t get points for a review we don’t know you did.

Paper Drafts will be carefully reviewed.  Do not assume that our comments are all that is expected on the next draft, or that because you received a satisfactory review on a draft it requires no improvements for the next draft.  Your writing is expected to improve as your knowledge of the material improves.  You must turn in all prior drafts, including our comments, and all peer reviews with each subsequent draft.  Put drafts and reviews in a binder or folder that is sequentially ordered and neatly organized (current drafts/peer reviews identified as such and on top/in front).  Make sure that it is easy for us to find and identify the current draft, past drafts, current and past peer reviews.  The binder or folder should be adequate to hold all your work, without falling apart! 

Final Papers will be carefully graded based on adherence to assignment guidelines and on improvement.  

Research Participation Requirement:  You must participate in research experiments for an equivalent of 1 hour of research this semester.  Sign-up dates and times will posted in the main hallway of the third floor of Hart Hall.  There will be several research studies offered at widely varied times throughout the semester, but you may also see us for an alternative assignment.

Class Participation:  Essential for this type of class.  We will be covering a lot of material in a short time period.  You are expected to be in class and involved in all activities.  Class attendance is not mandatory, however some assignments will only be available in class.  In addition, peer review paper “trading” will be done in class with only those who are present.  
Miscellaneous:  

I am teaching this class as if school is a priority in your life.  If school is low on your priority list, this is NOT the class for you.  If you are a procrastinator, this is NOT the class for you.  There is something due most every day and assignments and papers are designed to build upon prior assignments.  If you miss more than 2 assignments, you should consider dropping the class.  If you do not have a C or better at mid-term, you should consider dropping the class.  

Trying hard and doing well are not the same thing in this class.  You will not get points in this class for trying hard.  You will get a good grade for producing quality work that is on time.  

Appearance DOES matter. You will receive a zero for any portion of a homework assignment, paper or exam that we can not read (because of your handwriting, print quality, etc.).  If you do work at home and print at school, plan ahead for paper outages, formatting problems, etc. by not waiting until the last minute.  If it can happen, it will!  

Presentation also matters.  You may have the best ideas in the world, but lets face it, if you can not communicate them well, your ideas are irrelevant.  Whether you are aware of it or not, you are judged, by your teacher, peers, coworkers and bosses, based on your ability to write and speak.  You will lose ½ of a point for every grammar, spelling and awkward sentence included in a paper assignment and 1 point for each on your final paper.  Your word-processing program has grammar and spelling checks—USE THEM.  For example, in WORD, if the sentence is underlined in green, there is a sentence structure problem and if a word is underlined in red, it is misspelled.  Address these issues BEFORE turning your paper in to your peer reviewers or to us.  WORD will not find words that are spelled correctly, but are misused.  For example, effect is a noun (the effect of caffeine) and affect is a transitive verb (the caffeine affected).  For this reason, you should not rely solely on the computer program, you must also proofread your papers for errors.  At this point in your college career (and in your life) we expect that you know how to use a dictionary and a style manual (our favorite is Strunk & White’s Elements of Style, a thin little paperback you can get for just a few dollars).  we will give you feedback on your papers, but it is not our job to edit your paper to the extent that it becomes ours.  

I refer you to the Bridgewater student handbook and student code of conduct for details regarding plagiarism, cheating and disciplinary action.  They are the policies under which this class will operate.  

No cell phones or “beepers” should be used in class.  Please turn off the sound if you bring them to class and leave the room to make or accept any calls.  Please instruct people not to call you during class, as it is disruptive.  

We will attempt to follow the course outline however, specifics are tentative and specific assignments and scheduling may be modified slightly throughout the term.

You have the opportunity to check the correctness of your exams after they are returned.  You MUST notify us by the end of class, on the day the exams are returned, for any corrections: AFTER THIS TIME, grades will not be modified/changed; hence, the grade(s) will stand.  

Assignments e-mailed to us BEFORE class begins are accepted, but are subject to a 10% penalty.  Late assignments are accepted only if the absence is considered excused (see below).

Be on-time for exams, including the final.  You may not be allowed to begin an exam once someone has finished the exam and has left the room.  We will NOT drop any exams.  Exam “make-ups” will be given only for excused absences, and the make-up exam is to be taken within one week of the exam date.  It is NOT ACCEPTABLE to notify us after an exam that you could not make the exam.  Everyone has access to a phone, the computer, or both.  Hence, notifications after the exam are NOT excused absences.

Excused/Unexcused Absences      

What is meant by an excused absence?  The following must be in place:  You must notify us in some way (e.g., email, phone), BEFORE the class meets, that you can not make class.  Notifications after the start of the class are not considered excused.  Moreover, the reason for your absence must be one of the following, all must be verifiable, that is, supporting documentation can and will be provided: a) car accident, b) death in the family, c) serious illness.  

If you failed to follow the aforementioned prescription, and you miss an exam, a homework assignment, etc., then you will not allowed make-ups.
Topics, Readings and Assignments
Jan 17
Course overview and “mind dump” writing exercise, topic sign-ups, met with librarian

Jan 19
Topic exploration, introduction to library resources, meet with librarian


Turn in:  Pre-write 1 letter to parents—what I’m doing at college

Turn in:  Post-write 1 
Jan 22
Developmental topics (family make-up, social class, family habits) 

Jan 24
Developmental topics (family, priorities, learned helplessness)

Turn in: Pre-write 2 something you’d like to do better 
Turn in: Post-write 2  
Jan 26
Developmental topics (peers)

Turn in:  Pre-write 3 schedule for the week 

Turn in: Post-write 3 
Jan 29
Biological topics (genetics, learning disabilities)


Turn in:  Pre-write 4 family tree

Turn in: Post-write 4 
Jan 31
Biological topics (neurological changes due to learning, learning disabilities)

Turn in: free write about things that “changed your brain”
Feb 2
Biological topics (your brain on drugs)

Turn in: Pre-write 5 weaknesses and addictions
Turn in: Post-write 5
Feb 5
Clinical topics (behavior modification)

Turn in:  review your study habits and evaluate your plan, revise
Feb 7
Cognitive topics (memory)

Turn in: Pre-write 6 example of your note-taking, description of your note-taking process and reasoning

Turn in: Post-write 6
Feb 9
Cognitive topics (memory)

Feb 12
Cognitive topics (memory/problem solving)
Turn in:  style inventory
Turn in: Post-write 7
Feb 14
 Cognitive topics (memory/problem solving)
Feb 16
Cognitive topics (problem solving)
Turn in:  Pre-write 8  thinking “aloud” and thinking “toolbox”
Turn in: Post-write 8
Feb 19
No class
Feb 21
Cognitive topics (test taking)
Turn in:  Pre-write 9 metacognition
Turn in: Post-write 9
Feb 23
Clinical and Cognitive topics (behavior modification revisited and note-taking review)

Turn in:  review/evaluate your study habits and make a plan 
Feb 26
 Social-Cognitive topics (communication)

Turn in:  Pre-write 10 communication
Turn in: Post-write 10
Feb 28
Social-Cognitive topics (communication)

Turn in:   Big 5 inventory and comments 
Mar 2 
Group assignments for poster assignment

Mar 5
 Social Psychology topics (personality)  

Turn in:  Pre-write 11 class dislike
Turn in: Post-write 11
Mar 7
group meetings, meet with a librarian  
Mar 9 
group meetings, meet with a librarian
 
Mar 26
Social Psychology topics (attribution) 

Turn in:  Pre-write 12 scholarly failure
Turn in: Post-write 12
Mar 28
 Social Psychology topics (conformity and authority)

Turn in:   Pre-write 13 conforming 
Turn in: Post-write 13
Mar 30
group meetings, meet with a librarian
Apr 2
Social Psychology topics (persuasion)

Turn in:  literature review paper topic plan 
Apr 4
Social Psychology topics (persuasion)

Turn in:  Pre-write 14 a goal or project you would need help with 
Turn in: Post-write 14
Apr 6
group meetings, meet with a librarian

Apr  9
group meetings, meet with a librarian
Apr 11 
group meetings, meet with a librarian
Turn in:  literature review assignment
Apr 13
group meetings, meet with a librarian

Turn in:  grant/proposal plan

Apr 16
No Class

Apr 18
poster presentations
Apr 20
poster presentation revisions

Turn in:  literature review assignment

Apr 23 
poster presentation revisions/poster printing, meet with librarian/professor

Apr 25 
poster printing, meet with librarian/professor

Turn in:  literature review assignment

Apr 27 
poster presentations at BSC symposium

Turn in:  

Apr 30 
grant/proposal peer review

Turn in:  

May 2
grant/proposal “review board” evaluation

Turn in:  literature review assignment

May 4
paper workshop

May 7
Turn in:  portfolio

Purpose: Journal entries will eliminate the need for quizzes and tests, will ensure you are prepared for class discussions, will document your attention and thoughtful consideration of the day’s topic, and will help you with material for your later papers. 
Intended Audience: Your professor and yourself: journal entries will become the fodder for papers later in the semester. 

Type of writing expected: These are informal “reflection” assignments, but your writing should be legible, grammatically correct and free of spelling errors.  You should also refer to and include class content whenever possible.

Expectations:  In your pre-write you should demonstrate that you have given thought to the topic and have considered it from more than one perspective. You might list questions you hope will be answered by the day’s presentations, consider information from other classes or the media, relate a recent relevant experience, etc.  Although your opinions may be appropriate, they should be clearly linked to the topic at hand, information you have learned in class, and to research and theory.  In your post-write you should demonstrate thoughtful interpretation of research and theory from the day’s presentations and/or previous coursework.  

Length and formatting:  Before class you will do a pre-write or preliminary journal entry on the topic of the day.  Preliminary journal entries are due at the beginning of class, may be hand or typewritten, and should be about 250 words.  After the beginning of class, journal entries will not be accepted for a grade.  You will add approximately one handwritten page of notes during class.  At the end of class, after all class presentations are over, you will do a post-write or revised journal entry, which should be about 150 words.  Class notes and second entries turned in before the end of all course presentations will not be accepted for a grade and no e-mailed post-write entries will be accepted.  There are no make-ups for journal entries (because they are focused on the day’s topic), but you may miss two with no penalty.  (If you miss no journal entries I will drop the lowest two.)  
Level of correctness: Although entries will not be closely graded for spelling and grammar, grades will be reduced by five points on any paper with more than three errors.

Feedback and revision opportunities:  Each journal entry is “revised” by the post-write.  You should demonstrate in your post-write that you have applied course materials to your pre-write thoughts.  Since journal entries will be material for later work, you will have an opportunity to link your journal entries together, rethink and revise your thoughts on later assignments.  You will receive comments and should keep all of your journal entries in a binder for portfolio grading.

All three sections of your journal entries will be graded:

10 points:

1. Write the topic clearly at the top of the page.

2. Bring your journal entry to class (it will be briefly examined at the start of class).

3. Draw a line at the bottom of your entry.

5 points:

4. Label the next section “class notes.”

5. Take notes on class topics and related ideas that occur to your during the class discussion.

6. Draw a line at the bottom of the notes.

10 points:

7. Label the next section “second entry.”

8. At the end of class (after all presentations are over), reread your journal entry and the class notes you made

9. Write a new journal entry which responds to your first entry and the class discussion.  Second entries may be a free write, or you may be asked to respond to a formal question.  Second entries should be about the same length as the first entry.  Summaries of class materials are not acceptable second entries.

In your post-write, you are welcome to elaborate on an issue, expand a point, critique a common misconception, reflect on the meaning of a quote, etc.  Remember to incorporate, apply and interpret psychological research and theory.  Do not simply summarize the class or rely completely on your own experience or opinions (although they might have a place in a preliminary journal entry as a jumping off point). 

You should keep all of your journal entries in a folder or 3-ring binder. You will turn in your entries each day, but must keep them for your portfolio and later paper development.
Pre-write 1

Write a letter to your parents.  Describe what you are doing in college, your new friends, professors, activities, what you have learned so far (academically and personally).  Mention your siblings or family members in some way (ask about them or mention things that have made you think of them).

Post-write 1

Based on presentation about birth order, parents education, family time, add to your letter a list and a “thank-you” for the ways in which your family make-up has likely helped you/will help you succeed in college.  In notes only to yourself, write about the ways in which your family make-up might actually have made/will make it more difficult for you to be a high achiever.  Think about your audience: your professors want to know that you have paid attention and can apply what you have learned.  Be as specific as possible.  Use psychological evidence to back up your thoughts and comments.

Pre-write 2

Write about something you’d like to do better.  You might write about a specific skill or behavior.  Or, think about the assignment in a larger context and address an unproductive pattern you’ve recognized.  Academic topics are preferred, but not required.

Post-write 2

Based on the material about learned helplessness, self-esteem, goal setting and locus of control, write about how you might improve your ability to succeed in the area you wrote about in the pre-write (or some other area you have thought about during the class discussion).  Set out a series of intermediate goals to reach your end goal (don’t be too ambitious or make the goals unattainable) and write out strategies for meeting each.  Think about your audience: your professors want to know that you have paid attention and can apply what you have learned.  Be as specific as possible.  Use psychological evidence to describe how and why you think you would do better.

Pre-write 3

Write out your class, work, study, social, and sleeping schedule for the week.  Be as specific as possible.  Include family obligations, lost time due to commuting or other daily hassles, socializing around the cafeteria or between classes, etc.  Try to account for as much of your week as possible.  Be honest—you won’t be graded on the schedule itself.  

Post-write 3

Based on what you learned about Brofenbrenner’s model, peer influences and study groups, write out a group and individual study plan.  Include the times and the people you would likely meet with.  Don’t be too ambitious.  Refer to the schedule you brought in and aim to make better use of your time, but don’t make the goal unattainable.  Think about your audience: your professors want to know that you have paid attention and can apply what you have learned.  Be as specific as possible.  Use psychological evidence to describe how and why you think the plan would work.

Pre-write 4

Write out a family tree of educational and career accomplishments and struggles, including yourself.  Does anyone have any diagnosed or undiagnosed learning disabilities?  What talents run in the family?  Who shows an unusual gift?  

Post-write 4

Write about how your brain might have been pre-wired for particular strengths and weaknesses.  Then, write about how learning has likely changed your brain.  In what ways were you raised in an “enriched” environment?  An impoverished environment?  Look at your life now, and consider the same question.  Is your environment enriched in a way that will help you succeed academically?  How could you take advantage of opportunities or improve your environment, so you can improve your brain?  Think about your audience: your professors want to know that you have paid attention and can apply what you have learned.  Be as specific as possible.  Use psychological evidence to describe how and why you think the plan would work.

Pre-write 5

Write about your “weaknesses and addictions.”  Think about simple things, like caffeine and sugar and the times of day you crave it.  Also consider more complicated relationships, like behaviors with and without social influence.  You might consider exercise, eating, smoking or drinking habits, to name a few.  If you feel comfortable, you might also mention family weaknesses or addictions.  For example, do you come from a long line of smokers or do several family members seem to have some type of eating disorder?  Have you “escaped” the trend?  

Post-write 5

Examine your weaknesses and addictions from a developmental perspective.  Incorporate at least three ideas from the developmental topics we’ve discussed.  For example, family make-up, learned helplessness, locus of control, Brofenbrenner’s model, peer influences, and the influence of enriched and impoverished environments (from the perspective of weaknesses and addictions what is an impoverished or enriched environment?).  What can you do to be more in control of your weaknesses and addictions?  Think about your audience: your professors want to know that you have paid attention and can apply what you have learned.  Be as specific as possible.  Use psychological evidence to describe how and why you think the plan would work.

Pre-write 6

Bring in examples of your note taking from several classes.  

Post-write 6

Annotate your notes in one of the ways we’ve discussed in class.

Pre-write 7

Complete the thinking style inventory.

Post-write 7

How does your thinking style influence your achievement?  In what ways does it help or hurt you when you are listening to a lecture, doing and in-class activity, studying alone or with a group, when you do math problems, write papers, learn a new skill, teach someone else, etc.  Think about your audience: your professors want to know that you have paid attention and can apply what you have learned.  Be as specific as possible.  Use psychological evidence to describe how and why you think the plan would work.

Pre-write 8

Complete the thinking toolbox worksheet.

Post-write 8

Share your toolbox with two other class members and discuss your skills.  Take a look at the problems you were given.  Each one of you should “talk aloud” to try to solve the problem.  It isn’t important whether you solve the puzzle, the important thing is to have the listeners take note of your problem-solving method and the tools you use.  When you have finished (either solved the puzzle or gotten stuck) take a look at the list at all the tools and have the others point out something you haven’t tried.  Turn in the write-ups of your partners’ processes, alone and with the group.

Pre-write 9

Write about writing and about thinking about your thinking.  How have the self-reflection exercises influenced you/your thinking/your behavior and why?

Post-write 9

Review your study habits and thinking habits.  How can you use behavior/cognitive behavior techniques to improve them and how can you make sure you actually do it?  

Pre-write 10

Write about a communication problem you have had.  This might be about a specific incident, a specific person you have problems with, or a pattern of problems you have noticed.  If there is a specific incident or person, try to describe what happened, what you wanted to say, what you wanted to hear, what you think the problem might have been, etc.  If you have recognized a pattern, describe it in as much detail as possible.  

Post-write 10

Write about you the communication problem from a cognitive perspective.  Incorporate at least three concepts from earlier classes.  Think about your audience: how could you have reached the person you were trying to communicate with?  What did that person need to hear?  Why didn’t your method work?  Include how your thinking/problem-solving style and the other person’s thinking/problem-solving style may have influenced the problem.  Consider your problem solving tools and how you used them or could use them to communicate better. Be as specific as possible.  Use psychological evidence to describe how and why you think the plan would work.

Pre-write 11

Write about a class you have not liked and why.  What grade did you receive and why?  Were the tests, the papers, grading policies, or lectures most difficult and why?  Have you had other classes you disliked and are there similarities?  Now consider a class you especially liked and why.  What grade did you receive and why?  Were the tests, the papers, grading policies, or lectures especially good and why?  Have you had other classes you disliked and are there similarities?  If you recognize a pattern, describe it in as much detail as possible.  

Post-write 11

Write about the classes from a communication and personality perspective.  Incorporate at least three concepts from earlier classes.  How did personalities influence your evaluation of the classes?  How did communication styles and thinking/problem-solving styles influence you?  Why didn’t you or why did you “click” with the professor?  How could you get more out of a class when you do not like it?  Use psychological evidence to describe how and why you think the plan would work.

Pre-write 12

Write about a time you have conformed to others’ opinion or behaviors, or when you have obeyed an authority figure when you didn’t particularly want to.  This might be a specific incident or a pattern of behavior.  Be as specific as possible about why you think you behaved as you did.

Post-write 12

Describe your conforming behavior or obedience from a psychological perspective.  What psychological techniques did they use and why did they work?  What might you do next time to prevent yourself from succumbing to the pressure?  Remember your audience.  Show your professors that you have learned the terms and how they apply.  

Pre-write 13

Write about a scholarly failure.  This might be about a specific incident, a specific type of activity (public speaking) or a subject area you tend not to do well.  If there is a specific incident, try to describe what happened, what you think the problem might have been, etc.  If you have recognized a pattern, describe it in as much detail as possible.

Post-write 13

Write about the failure from an attribution perspective.  How does attributional style influence how you feel about the failure?  How can you re-interpret the failure and benefit from it?  Use psychological evidence to describe how and why you think the plan would work.

Pre-write 14

Write about a goal or a project you would need help accomplishing.  Include why it is important to you, how it relates to your life history and your future.  

Post-write 14

Write a persuasive letter to someone (or some organization) that could help you with the goal or project.  Use the techniques you learned about to convince your audience that helping you would be a good idea.  

Portfolio Review Assignment

Purpose: The portfolio review paper will be the cover letter for your portfolio (including all journal entries, your poster, grant application and literature review) and will serve as the “final exam.”  The paper should demonstrate critical thinking skills and your ability to synthesize material into a clear and coherent summary of the semester’s work.  It should introduce the materials in the portfolio and point out to the reader how the materials reflect your learning process, growth, and understanding of applied research and theory. 

Intended Audience: Your professor and yourself. 

Type of writing expected: This is a formal report, so grammar, paragraph formation, and written expression should be professional.  This report is, in essence, the “story” of your growth and learning during the semester, however, it does not have to “flow” as a narrative: you may use subheadings or other means to organize or delineate sections.

Expectations:  An “A” paper will demonstrate: thoughtful interpretation of your growth and learning and how it applies to future learning opportunities at BSC (and elsewhere), ability to interpret and apply psychological research and theory, knowledge of composition, grammar, spelling and paragraph formation in standard academic English.

Length and formatting:   Although there is no strict page or word requirement, you probably cannot accomplish a thorough review of the semester in fewer than six pages with margins of 1”.  
Level of correctness: The paper will be closely graded for spelling and grammar, paragraph formation and correct and concise use of standard academic English.  Grades will be reduced by one point for every error.

Feedback and revision opportunities:  You will turn in your paper in advance to get feedback from your professor, after which you will have an opportunity to revise your paper.  Although there is only one formal revision requirement, you are welcome to submit your paper or a portion of your for informal review.

Poster Assignment

Purpose: You will work with a small group to do research a study habit or method and share that information with others in a poster format.  The poster assignment is an opportunity to do an in-depth exploration of an area of interest and practice your skills in using clear, correct, concise and varied prose.  This is a type of formal assignment in which the goals of brevity and thoroughness are often difficult to reconcile and it will require you to communicate effectively in writing and verbally with a broad audience.  In addition, the assignment will introduce you to power point and the BSC Research Symposium.

Intended Audience: Your professor, your classmates and the college community, whom you will be educating about a particular study habit or method and the research behind it.  You will present your posters at the BSC Symposium in late April.

Type of writing expected: Professional report.

Expectations:  You should demonstrate thoughtful interpretation of research and theory and its application to study habits or methods.   The poster should include an abstract, an introduction with relevant research that is properly cited, a clearly illustrated application, discussion and references.  It should be aesthetically pleasing, demonstrating your attention to font size, layout and the balance of white space to text. 

Length and formatting:  The poster should be between 40”x 40” and 56”x 40” (standard poster size).  There is no word limit or requirement as the goal is to communicate clearly and effectively, but with brevity.

Level of correctness: The poster should free of errors in spelling and grammar, paragraph formation and use of standard academic English.  Grades will be reduced by one point for every error.

Feedback and revision opportunities:  You will be presenting your poster to the class in a “practice” poster session, after which you will have the opportunity to revise your poster before the BSC Symposium.

Grant/Support Assignment

Purpose: This assignment will familiarize you with fulfilling opportunities for advancement at BSC and enhance your productivity at the college.  You might complete an ATP research grant, a study abroad application, a proposal for support of a new student club or organization or a larger capital project, etc.  You should investigate the procedures and paperwork required for the application and include them with your completed assignment.  

Intended Audience: Your professor and the college community.  You should use your knowledge of audience as well as thorough research to convince those who would be evaluating your proposal (whether a committee or a member of administration) that your project and you are worthy of consideration.

Type of writing expected: Professional report.

Expectations:  You should demonstrate thoughtful interpretation of research and theory and its application to the assignment.   The proposal should meet all application requirements and conform to the required format.  If your proposal does not have published guidelines, you should meet with your professor to formulate an outline.  The proposal should also be aesthetically pleasing, demonstrating your attention to layout and ease of understanding.. 

Length and formatting:  There is no word limit or requirement as the goal is to conform to any formatting requirements and communicate clearly and effectively, but with brevity.

Level of correctness: The proposal should free of errors in spelling and grammar, paragraph formation and use of standard academic English.  Grades will be reduced by one point for every error.

Feedback and revision opportunities:  You will participate in a peer exchange for feedback and then turn your papers to a grant review board comprised of your peers who will give you formal feedback.  After each peer review, you will have an opportunity to revise your proposal.  

Literature Review Assignment

Purpose: The literature review paper is your opportunity to do an in-depth exploration of an area of interest and display the research skills and writing skills you have developed over the semester.  The paper should demonstrate critical thinking your ability to write a clear and coherent summary of relevant research.  It should introduce the reader to the topic and to the most important work in the area. The literature review assignment will help you develop the academic skills required to communicate effectively about social science research and applications.

Intended Audience: Your professor and yourself. 

Type of writing expected: This is a formal report, so grammar, paragraph formation, and written expression should be professional.  This report is a review of the relevant literature in an area of psychology as it applies to academic success and the organization of the paper should demonstrate an advanced understanding of the topic.

Expectations:  An “A” paper will demonstrate: thoughtful interpretation of research and theory, an ability to review, synthesize and organize the relevant literature in a manner that informs and interests the reader, your ability to interpret psychological research and theory, knowledge of composition, grammar, spelling and paragraph formation in standard academic English.  

Length and formatting:   Although there is no strict page or word requirement, you probably cannot accomplish a thorough review in fewer than ten pages with margins of 1”.  If you are having difficulty meeting that goal, you may have to refine or expand your topic.

Level of correctness: The paper will be closely graded for spelling and grammar, paragraph formation and correct and concise use of standard academic English.  Grades will be reduced by one point for every error.

Feedback and revision opportunities:  You will turn in a series of small assignments and receive feedback from both peers and your professor designed to help you write a strong final paper.  

