August 10, 2006
Nancy Kleniewski

Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs

Office of Academic Affairs

Boyden Hall

Dear Dr. Kleniewski:

Thank you for the opportunity to develop a new MSW level elective.  Our hope is to offer this course in the spring 2007 course catalog to foundation (first year) and concentration (second year) MSW students.  
In preparation for teaching this course, we have (1) created an innovative syllabus based upon the National Research Council and Institute of Medicine’s From Neurons to Neighborhoods: The Science of Early Childhood Development (2) supplemented this syllabus with a range of reading materials from newspapers, peer reviewed journals, books, and websites, and (3) developed a Blackboard site which provides access to web resources, journal articles, video clips, and class discussion boards.  Course objectives include comparing and contrasting developmental theories; examining the role of proximal and distal influences of child development, including a deconstruction of the zero to three literature on the emphasis of family factors; examining the science behind the nature/nurture debate; and investigating models and practices that combine ecologically driven prevention, interventions, and treatments programs that foster child, family, and community resilience.
The development of this 3 credit elective is unique in its design.  As opposed to the typical MSW 1.5 credit elective, this course provides 3 credits over the course of a semester with both classroom and web-based elements.  This course will also be team-taught by two faculty members in the MSW program, Drs. Gary Calhoun and Emily Mann.  Dr. Mann’s expertise in early childhood development will provide a foundation of research and theory during the first half of the course.  During the second half of the course, Dr. Calhoun will reflect upon his vast experience working in the field of child welfare to examine several applications of the child development literature. 
Course Outline (Abstract)

This master of social work elective highlights the recent research, policy, and practice trends in early childhood development.  Over the course of a semester, student’s will read and critically evaluate selected works focusing on “the science of early childhood development,” (Shonkoff & Phillips, 2000). This course will provide students will an overview of the latest research on early childhood education, child care, and child welfare, as it relates to early childhood experiences in families, schools, and communities. Students in this class will also be asked to explore the implications of this research on social work policy and practice.  

