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Report on Course Development Proposal for a Second Year Seminar on Fashion 

In the fall semester of 2006, I submitted a course development proposal to create a new second year seminar on the topic of fashion.  Because course schedules are set one year in advance, I hope to offer this course during the 2008-2009 academic year.  

Due to a medical leave in fall of 2006 and my sabbatical project during spring and summer of 2007, I have not yet completed a syllabus for this course but plan to do so during the summer of 2008.  I have made substantial progress towards researching the area of fashion, however, and would like to take this opportunity to share that progress with you.        

First, I read a number of novels in which protagonists use dress to transcend the identity categories of race, class, and gender.  Second, I completed a good deal of research on the history of haute couture and demi-couture and the development of the mass production of ready-to-wear.  I supplemented this with research on the theoretical underpinnings of fashion through reading seminal works on dress studies.  (Please see the bibliography sent as a separate attachment.)  Third, I attended two exhibits at the Museum of Fine Arts, “Fashion Show:  Paris Collections, 2006” and “Fashion Photography” which ran from November 2006 through March 2007.  These exhibits offered tactile and visual examples of fashion as well as technical information on the creation of haute couture.  

In addition to this research, I presented my research on fashion in two different forums.  I had a paper accepted for publication in the Fall 2006 issue of Americana:  The Journal of American Popular Culture (1900-present).  It was entitled “A Passing Fashion:  Appearance and Transcendence in Doris Lessing’s The Summer Before the Dark and Paule Marshall’s Praisesong for the Widow.”  The following April I presented a paper called “From Haute Couture to Cistercian Habit:  Creating Identity through Adornment or Simplicity” at the 2007 Joint Conference of the National Popular Culture and American Culture Associations in Boston.
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