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                                                             Abstract

      Under the support of the grant I have developed a second-year seminar, SOCI 298 Globalization: Cultural Conflict and Integration. Civic Engagement is required in the course. Students are expected to conduct a survey in the local community to investigate public concerns about the clash of civilizations.
      Under the support of this grant I have developed a new course – a second-year seminar, SOCI 298 Globalization: Cultural Conflict and Integration (see Appendix 1: The Course Syllabus). This course is speaking intensive, and a Civic Engagement component is required. It satisfies one of the distribution areas (Social/Behavioral Science) and one of the additional distribution requirements (Global Culture) in the BSC Core Curriculum. This course will be offered every year starting at the fall of 2007.

      The grant has freed me from summer teaching. As a result, I have been engaged in the following four activities.

1. Literature Review and Text Selecting: 
      The review was based on the articles published in The American Journal of
      Sociology, American Sociological Review, and Foreign Affairs. The bibliography 
      includes the most important books and articles on the subject. Four books from 
      the bibliography have been chosen as texts.

2. Research Design:

A Civic Engagement component is required in the course. I have designed individual and collective actions for the course in order to identify and address issues of public concern. More specifically, I have designed a questionnaire, the 2006 Survey of Cultural Conflict and Integration (see Appendix 2: The Questionnaire). Students conduct a survey in the local community based on the questionnaire. The objectives of the survey are to test the theories introduced in the class, and investigate public opinion about cultural conflict and integration.

3. Conducting the Survey:
      I have conducted this survey in China from May to July of 2006. Although the
      respondents are not randomly selected and the size of the sample is small, it gave
      me a chance to revise the questionnaire. More importantly, students will be 
      introduced to the result of my survey in China which provides a foundation for 
      students to study the subject in comparative perspective. 

4. Work on the new course proposal:

      I have finished the new course proposal.
Appendix 1: The Course Syllabus
                                  Course Syllabus Draft

                                                               Fang Deng
                                                    Department of Sociology

                                                   Bridgewater State College

                                                                Fall 2007

Second Year Seminar: SOCI 298 Globalization: Cultural Conflict and Integration
· This course is speaking intensive.

· This course includes Civic Engagement: students are expected to interact with the institutions of representative democracy.

· This course will satisfy one of the distribution areas (Social/Behavioral Science) and one of the additional distribution requirements (Global Culture) in the BSC Core Curriculum.

Prerequisite: Introduction to Sociology or consent of instructor 

                       24 earned credit hours

Course Description:
         This course is designed to inform students about globalization, or more specifically, cultural conflict and integration. The clash of civilizations is a central issue, not only in social sciences, but also in national security, international affairs and professional studies such as education and social work. Samuel P. Huntington, Chairman of the Harvard Academy of International and Areas Studies, argued: “In this new world, the most pervasive, important, and dangerous conflicts will not be between social classes, rich and poor, or other economically defined groups, but between people belonging to different cultural entities.” Are these dangerous conflicts inevitable? What is the root cause of the clash of civilizations? What are conditions under which global integration of different cultural entities takes place? The course addresses these issues.

         A one-week introduction and three substantive units make up the course. In the first week, it sketches out some preliminary ideas about what globalization might mean and why it matters. Then Unit I exposes students to the clash of civilizations from a variety of perspectives. Unit II places heavy emphasis on discussing pertinent issues presented in the lectures and reading materials. Students are expected to consider, research, develop, and express opinions about several case studies. In Unit III, students conduct a survey of cultural conflict and integration in the local community in which theories are tested and principles are demonstrated. Students are expected to report their findings and to write a letter to an elected official. The theme of the letter is what is to be done to build trust relations among the different cultural entities.

Required Texts:
1. Samuel P. Huntington, The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World 

            Order, (New York, NY: Simon and Schuster, 1998)

2. Robert K. Schaeffer, Understanding Globalization: The Social Consequences of Political, Economic, and Environmental Change, 2nd ed. (Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield, 2002)
3. D. Stanley Eitzen and Maxine Baca Zinn (eds.), Globalization: The Transformation of Social Worlds, (Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, 2006)
4. Mike Featherstone (ed.), Global Culture: Nationalization, Globalization and Modernity, (Newbury Park, CA: Sage, 1990)
Course Grading:

1. Midterm Exam: 25%

2. Class Participation: 25% 

      This class is designed to be a combination of lecture and discussion. Students’ in-

      class participation will be evaluated. For this class, the participation means asking 

      question, raising new issues or points of view, listening to other students, sharing 

      examples, and helping to create a supportive learning environment.

3. Survey Project: 15%

4. Final Paper: 25%

Your five-page letter to an elected official that should address:

--- Why has the clash of civilizations become an issue of public concern?

--- What are the important findings of your survey of cultural conflict and 

     integration in the local community?

--- What is to be done to build a trust relationship in global community?

5. Class Attendance: 10%

            Class attendance and participation are very important parts of the course. Credit 

            therefore will be deducted for missing classes except for bona fide medical 

            emergency (missing one class --- o.k., missing two --- take 1% off, three --- 2% 

            … --- 10%). 

Course Schedule: 
Week 1: Introduction: Globalization
The goal of this week is to introduce some basic concepts and begin to frame some the important question.

1. What is meant by globalization?

2. What is or might be meant by “global community”?

Week 2 – Week 6:

Unit I: The Clash of Civilizations and Culture Integration: Theory and Principles 

Students in this unit will be introduced to multiple perspectives on the clash of civilizations, and participate a series debate about a global culture, Americanization, and indigenization. The central questions to be addressed in this unit include the following.

1. What is the root cause of the clash of civilizations?

2. What are conditions under which the cultural conflicts would lead to political violence?

3. What are conditions under which the clash of civilizations would lead to cultural integration?

Midterm Exam:

Week 7 – Week 10: 

Unit II: The Clash of Civilizations and Cultural Integration: Case Studies 

Students are expected to apply theories and principles that they learned in the unit I into the following case studies.

1. 9/11 event

2. The War on Iraq

3. American’s unfavorable overall opinion of China

4. Americanization and indigenization in Japan

Week 11 – Week 12:

Unit III: The Clash of Civilizations and Cultural Integration: Civic Engagement

Students will be introduced to a series of survey of cultural conflict and integration by Gallup and other researchers. They will conduct a similar survey in the local community (A questionnaire will be provided by instructor) and report their finding in the class. Finally, as their final paper students will write a letter to an elected official to identify and address the cultural conflict and integration as a public issue. 
Appendix 2:

            2006 Survey of Cultural Conflict and Integration
                                                          Fang Deng, Ph.D.

                                                   Department of Sociology 

                                                   Bridgewater State College

This questionnaire is filled in based on hour-long, in-person interview. Fifty-five people in Beijing were interviewed from May to July of 2006. Although the respondents are not randomly selected, this is a purposive sample. I will continually conduct this survey in China and Japan in 2007.

1. Your sex: 

           a. __________ Male

           b.__________ Female

2. Your age: 

           a. __________ 18 – 29

           b. __________ 30 – 39

           c. __________ 40 – 49

           d. __________ 50 – 59

           e. __________ 60 – 69

           f. __________ 70 or older

3. Specify the highest level of education you have achieved:

a. __________ None

b. __________ Elementary school

c. __________ Some high school

d. __________ Graduate from high school

e. __________ Some college

f. __________ Graduate from college

g. __________ Graduate school

4. Your occupation: __________________________________________

5. Your annual income from all sources: __________________________

6. In which of the following areas had you grown up before you came to Beijing?

a. __________ Urban / Please give the city’s name __________.

b. __________ Suburban/ Please give the county’s name __________.

c. __________ Rural / Please give the village’s name __________.

7. In general, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the way things are going in your own life?

a. __________ Satisfied

b. __________ Dissatisfied

c. __________ I am not sure

8. In general, are you satisfied or dissatisfied with the way things are going in China / in your local community at this time?

           In China: a. __________ Satisfied

                           b. __________ Dissatisfied

                           c. __________ I am not sure

           In your local community: a. __________ Satisfied

                                                     b.__________ Dissatisfied

                                                     c. __________ I am not sure

9. Here is a list of qualities which children can be encouraged to learn at home. Which four of these do you consider to be the most important? Place an X next to the four qualities you consider most important.

a. __________ Imagination    

b. __________ Tolerance/Respect for others

c. __________ Independence

d. __________ Humility 

e. __________ Leadership

f. __________ Perseverance

g. __________ Courtesy

h. __________ Honesty   

10. What makes people successful? A number of criteria can be used to consider someone successful. Rank the criteria listed below from 1 – 4 according to their importance, in your opinion (1 is the most important …).

a. __________ Making a lot of money

b. __________ Fulfilling their responsibilities to society and family

c. __________ Attaining total mastery of their emotions  

d. __________ Making a name for themselves

11. What, if anything, do you, yourself, like best or admire most about Western culture?

12. What, if anything, do you, yourself, like least, admire the least or resent about Western culture?

13. To the best of your knowledge what is the most important value in Chinese culture? (Values determine what is considered right and wrong.)

14. To the best of your knowledge what is the most important value in Western culture?

15. Every culture has its own strengths and weaknesses. What are the primary strength and the primary weakness of Chinese culture?

a. Strength: ______________________________________________

b. Weakness: _____________________________________________

16. Here is a list of issues. Please tell me whether you personally believe that, in general, such behavior is morally acceptable or morally wrong.

	Issues


	Morally

acceptable 
	Morally

wrong
	Depends

on 

situation
	Not a 

moral 

issue
	No

opinion

	Insufficient deference

to elders
	
	
	
	
	

	Divorce


	
	
	
	
	

	Married men and women

having an affair
	
	
	
	
	

	Having a baby

outside of marriage
	
	
	
	
	

	Sex between an unmarried

man and woman
	
	
	
	
	

	Prostitution


	
	
	
	
	

	Drug use


	
	
	
	
	

	Homosexual 

Relations
	
	
	
	
	


17. Do you, yourself, know anyone who has emigrated from this country to a Western country?

a. __________ Yes

b. __________  No

18. Do you have access to the internet at home, in your work place or elsewhere?

a. __________ Yes

b. __________ No

19. Here is a series of phrases. Do you think these phrases can be associated with the United States? Only choose those that can be associated with the U.S. (you can choose one or two or three … or all).

a. __________ Friendly     

b. __________ Arrogant    

c. __________ Trustworthy

d. __________ Ruthless

e. __________ Respectable

f. __________ Aggressive

g. __________ Peaceful

h. __________ Easily provoked   

i. __________ Scientifically/technologically advanced

j. __________ Attractive tourist destinations    

20. Do you think any of the following descriptions can be applied to the United States? Only choose those that can be applied to the United States (you can choose one or two or three … or all).

a. __________ Produces enjoyable films and music

b. __________ Cares about poor nations

c. __________ Treats its own minorities fairly

d. __________ Focuses on individual freedom and happiness

e. __________ Citizens enjoy equality regarding their rights and duties

f. __________ Adopts unbiased policies in world affairs

g. __________ Willing to share technological know-how with less developed nations

h. __________ Is excessively prone to interfere in the internal affairs of other nations

i. __________ Americans believe their society and civilization are more superior and advanced

j. __________ People on the world express admiration for the U.S.’s political values and structures

21. In general, what opinion do you have of the United States?

a. __________ Very favorable

b. __________ Somewhat favorable

c. __________ Neither favorable nor unfavorable

d. __________ Somewhat unfavorable

e. __________ Very unfavorable  

22. How positively or negatively do you think our own value system is being influenced by American culture?

a. __________ Very positively

b. __________ Somewhat positively

c. __________ Neither positively nor negatively

d. __________ Somewhat negatively

e. __________ Very negatively

23. Please give one example to back up your choice in Question 22.

24. To the best of your knowledge how many Americans have favorable overall opinions of China?

a. __________ 40% or less

b. __________ About 50%

c. __________ 60% or more

25. Please indicate how important having an enriched spiritual life is to you?

a. __________ Essential (You could not live without it)

b. __________ Very important

c. __________ Useful (but could live without it)

d. __________ Not at all useful

26. Which of the following is the most important guide in your spiritual life?

a. __________ Marxism, Leninism and Maoism

b. __________ Traditional Chinese Culture (Confucianism or Taoism or Buddhism)

c. __________ Western Ideology

d. __________ Western Religion

e. __________ Other

27. Values held by individuals are never completely static. Do you think in some degree your own values have changed since 1980s or 1990s?

a. __________ Yes

b. __________ No

28. If your own values have changed, how? If someone asked you about Question 26 before, say in the 1980s or 1990s but not in 2006, what would be your answer?

a. My answer in the 1980s or 1990s would be __________

b. My answer has never changed __________

29. Suppose you have children, if you have enough money to pay for their tuition and fees, where is your preferred place of higher education for them?

a. __________ China

b. __________ Hong Kong

c. __________ Japan

d. __________ U.S.A.

e. __________ Australia

f. __________ Europe

g. __________ Other countries

30. There are all sorts of attitudes towards life. Of those listed, which one comes closest to your own personal attitudes?

a. __________ Don’t think about money or fame, live a life that suits your own tastes

b. __________ Work hard and get rich

c. __________ Never think of yourself, give everything to society

d. __________ Live each day as it comes, cheerfully and without worrying

e. __________ Resist all evils and live a pure and just life

31. If you had the opportunity to visit another country sometime in the near future, which of these countries would you like to visit (choose one only)?

a. __________ India

b. __________ Japan

c. __________ Russia

d. __________ Britain

e. __________ France

f. __________ Italy

g. __________ Germany

h. __________ U.S.

i. __________ Singapore

j. __________ Australia

32. What do you think are the important problems facing this country today?

a. The most important problem: ___________________________________

b.  The second important problem: _________________________________

c. The third important problem: ____________________________________
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