COMM-371: Global Cinema

bjorn.ingvoldstad@bridgew.edu

508.531.2802

Course meetings




Office hours
HRG 204




LIB 251L

M 2:00 – 4:40 p.m.



M 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.







T  12:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.







R  12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.







      and by appointment





Welcome to COMM-371!  In this course we will survey the breadth of cinema around the globe, giving you an introduction to a range of international films, movements, and traditions.  We will be viewing, discussing, and writing about a number of films.  We will contextualize these films in our reading and discussing their political, economic, and social backgrounds.  In addition to in-class discussions, we will continue to speak to one another outside of class via online postings.  Finally, each student will have the opportunity to write a short (7-10 page) paper on a topic of her or his choice dealing with some aspect of global cinema.  This strategy allows us to engage the literature not just as critical readers, but also as critical writers.    
Objectives and Outcomes By the end of the semester, you will be able to demonstrate an understanding and working knowledge of a range of cinematic traditions from around the world. This in turn will allow you to wield not only a greater level of media literacy, but also a greater level of cultural literacy on a global scale. You will have not only read, viewed, discussed, and written on global cinema, but you will also be in a position to actively engage the topic in your research beyond the friendly confines of COMM-371. 
Attendance/Participation My personal goal—and our collective challenge—is to create a learning situation that is both enjoyable and intellectually stimulating.  That requires your engaged participation!  Indeed, a significant amount of your final grade is tied to class participation, tied to your own self-evaluations.  Of course, to really participate in this class, you need to actually be in class.  Assignments are going to build on readings, screenings, lectures, and discussions.  This is why attendance is crucial both for you and the class as a whole.  Absences and/or tardiness can adversely affect your grade on several levels—this isn’t to bully you into attending class sessions, but rather to underscore the importance of your being there, as together we grapple with the course materials.

Assignments  There will be a number of opportunities for you to show your knowledge, thinking, and skill in this class.  Over the course of the next four months, we will have a range of assignments: quizzes, reaction papers, leading discussion in class and on-line, an exam, and a final research project.  The course is designed so that no one assignment can wreck your grade; however, it’s no overstatement to say that the workload promises to be substantial.  Plan ahead, and don’t overload your schedule!

Late Assignments  You really don’t want to fall behind in your readings—to say nothing of your graded assignments—in this class, given the breadth of material we will cover.  However, “stuff” happens.  Provided prior arrangements have been made, we will accept late written projects with the understanding that for every day the assignment is late, you will take a one-grade penalty for that assignment.  (So, by handing in your brilliant response paper Friday instead of in class Wednesday, your “A” becomes a “C”.)  Quizzes must be taken online before that class begins—because this is essentially a part of gauging your participation and engagement with the readings before class, there will be no quiz make-ups.

Absences and Tardies  Just come to class.  On time.  We will cover a lot of material in precious little time. You may miss one class without penalty.  Each absence beyond that will automatically reduce your final grade by an entire letter grade (e.g., an A becomes a B).  Excessive tardies can and will affect your participation grade.

Blackboard We will utilize several aspects of Blackboard in this class.  The syllabus and all assignments will be available for download there.  Reading questions to guide your class preparation will be there.  Other course announcements will be posted there.  Online quizzes will be administered there.  On-line discussion of screenings and readings will be there.  DVD extras of films screened in class will be available there. Up-to-date grades will be posted and calculated there.  Get familiar with Blackboard, and don’t hesitate to ask if you have any questions on this BSC software tool.  
Email  Your official BSC “.bridgew.edu” address is the only address to be used for all course email correspondence.
Academic and college compliance policies  BSC policy regarding academic integrity, as well as a complete list of all academic policies and additional college compliance policies, are located in the college catalog (which is also available online from the school’s homepage).

Students with Disabilities  If you need special arrangements for a documented disability, please contact…If you would like to share pertinent medical information, or request special arrangements for class seating, or need special assistance in the event of a building evacuation, please see me after the first class meeting.
Required text (available at the BSC Bookstore):

Hill, J. & Church Gibson, P. (Eds.) (2000).  World Cinema: Critical Approaches.  New York: Oxford University Press.
Course Grade Breakdown:

Online quizzes (10)



10%

Response papers (20)


20%

Mid-Term Exam



20%

Final Paper



20%

Online discussion facilitation


10%

Online discussion participation

10%

In-class participation 


10%
Calendar: Schedule is subject to change—make sure you stay abreast of course announcements, Blackboard postings, etc.  All readings, screenings, papers, and quizzes should be done before that day’s meeting, in preparation for class.
	Week
	Discussion
	Readings and Viewings
	Assignments

	1
	Introductions--national cinemas in a global context 
	View: In the Mood For Love
	

	2
	The international avant-garde
	Read Ch 1 + 2

View: The Battleship Potemkin 
	Response 1

	3
	Documentary, anime
	Read: Ch 4 + 5

View: Ghost in the Shell
	Quiz 1

Response 2

	4
	Italian Neo-Realism
	Read: Ch 8

View: Umberto B
	Quiz 2

Response 3

	5
	French New Wave
	Read: Ch 9

View: Breathless
	Quiz 3

Response 4

	6
	New German Cinema
	Read: Ch 10

View: Aguirre: The Wrath of God
	Quiz 4

Response 5

	7
	East-Central European cinema
	Read: Ch 11

View: The Father
	Quiz 5

Response 6

	8
	MID-TERM EXAM
	(review weeks 1-7)

View: Three Colors: Blue
	In-class mid-term

Paper proposal due

	9
	Canadian cinema
	Read: Ch 17

View: The Sweet Hereafter
	Response 7

	10
	Indian cinema
	Read: Ch 19

View: Lage Raho Munnabhi
	Quiz 6

Response 8

	11
	Hong Kong / Chinese cinema
	Read: Ch 20 + 21

View: The Killer
	Response 9

	12
	Taiwanese cinema
	Read: Ch 22

View: 2046
	Quiz 7

Response 10

	13
	Japanese cinema
	Read: Ch 23

View: Ran
	Quiz 8

Response 11

Paper draft due

	14
	African cinema
	Read: Ch 24

View: Xala
	Quiz 9

Response 12

	15
	South American cinema
	Read: Ch 25

View: City of God
	Quiz 10

Response 13

	
	Final exam session
	
	Final paper due by end of exam session
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