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My original grant proposal envisioned a sophomore seminar entitled “Myth and Metamorphosis,” which was intended to introduce students to classical mythology and the ways in which it has been reinterpreted and retold in Western culture since the Renaissance.  It would have begun with Ovid’s Metamorphoses and proceeded to trace the evolution of various myths through several historical periods in both literature and art.  Early in the research phase of the project, I started to have misgivings about my initial plan: the course syllabus started to become too complicated in a number of ways (both in the necessary course materials and in the interdisciplinary teaching it would require), and in rereading Ovid, I started to feel that his Metamorphoses should serve as the conclusion of the course rather than its starting point.  For instance, the final third of the poem—Books 11 through 15—revisits the stories of The Iliad and The Aeneid as it moves from the origin of Rome, which begins with the fall of Troy, to the apotheosis of Julius Caesar and celebration of Augustus.  Without beginning the course earlier, I would face the same difficulty that I currently face in my classes in Renaissance literature: explaining the literary background necessary to understand the text.

So I decided to go back to basics and devise a seminar that will still accomplish my principal goal: providing students with an accessible introduction to the classical backgrounds that they now lack.  And I wanted to do so within a coherent framework that will attract students from a number of disciplines and yield a series of writing assignments that build upon one another.  Thus I have prepared a seminar in the Classical Epic that will focus on Homer’s The Iliad and The Odyssey, Virgil’s Aeneid, and Ovid’s Metamorphoses.  
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Course Description

In this course we will read the major Classical epics: the great texts that transmit the values of Greek and Roman culture.  Homer’s epics of the Trojan War and of one man’s quest to return home after ten years of fighting it, Virgil’s story of the founding of Rome from the survivors of Troy, and Ovid’s great epic of change and transformation remain essential to understanding the Western literary tradition: The Iliad and The Odyssey are the twin fountainheads from which it began, while The Aeneid and Metamorphoses were the most influential Classical works in Western Christendom for more than a thousand years.  We will read translations of the texts closely and write essays about specific issues and themes within and across texts.  The course format will consist of both lecture and discussion.

Outcomes

During the semester, you will 

•  learn about the major elements of the epic tradition 

•  become familiar with the cultural, religious, and mythological backgrounds of these works 

•  develop your own interpretive responses to these works

•  apply appropriate literary terminology in your analyses

•  be introduced to some of the most influential critical responses to the texts 

•  write critical essays with primary sources documented in MLA format

Required Texts

•  Homer, The Iliad. Trans. Robert Fagles (Penguin, 1998)

•  Homer, The Odyssey. Trans. Robert Fagles (Penguin, 2006)
•  Virgil, The Aeneid.  Trans. Robert Fitzgerald (Vintage, 1990)
•  Ovid, Metamorphoses.  Trans. Charles Martin (Norton, 2004)

Recommended Texts
•  M. S. Silk. Homer: The Iliad: A Student Guide. (Cambridge UP, 2004)

•  K. W. Gransden and S. J. Harrison. Virgil: The Aeneid: A Student Guide. (Cambridge UP, 2003)

Requirements and Evaluation  

Four Essays (20% each):  You will receive specific assignments for each essay; their nature and prescribed length will vary. 

Oral Presentations (10%)

Preparation, Participation, and In-Class Work (10%) 
Attendance  

You have two absences without penalty.  Save these absences for when you are sick or have an emergency.  For every absence thereafter, your final course grade will be reduced by 2%.  Two days of lateness (arriving ten minutes or more after class begins) or leaving early are equivalent to one absence.  If you exceed five absences you will fail the course — no exceptions.  If you cannot adhere to this attendance policy, you should drop the course.

Essays

All essays must be typed in 12-pt. font and double-spaced, use 1-inch margins, and follow MLA format for citations and works cited pages.  Essays will be marked down a half-letter grade for each day they are late.  I do not accept essays via e-mail. 

Plagiarism  

To plagiarize is to steal language or ideas—to claim that the work of others is your own.  Any written response or essay that includes plagiarized material will receive an F.  You will also fail the course and/or face disciplinary action before the college academic review panel.  An example of plagiarism is copying portions of text from the web and handing it in as your own work.  Even if you change a word or phrase here and there, if the ideas are not yours, or the language and syntax are too close to the original, and if you fail to cite the source, you are plagiarizing.  If you are confused about what plagiarism is, please see me.  

Accessibility Statement  

In accordance with BSC policy, I am available to discuss appropriate accommodations that you may require as a student with a disability.  Requests for accommodations should be made during the drop/add period so that proper arrangements can be made.  Students should register with the Disability Resources Office in the Academic Achievement Center for disability verification and determination of reasonable academic accommodations.

Complaints  

Bring any questions you have about grades or policies to me first.  I will not discuss your grades with you on the same day I return your papers.  Any questions about grades must be presented in writing within one week.  I will not consider complaints concerning paper grades made more than a week after the papers were returned.  Complaints or concerns we cannot resolve will be taken to the English Department Chair.

Schedule of Assignments

All readings are due on the dates listed below.  Please read with a pencil in hand, marking passages that you find difficult, interesting, or exemplary.

Week One

Thursday, September 6—Introductions

Part One: The Greek Epic

Week Two

Tuesday, September 11—Homer, The Iliad, Books 1-3

Thursday, September 13—The Iliad, Books 4-6

Week Three

Tuesday, September 18—The Iliad, Books 7-9

Thursday, September 20—The Iliad, Books 10-12

Week Four

Tuesday, September 25—The Iliad, Books 13-15

Thursday, September 27—The Iliad, Books 16-18

Week Five

Tuesday, October 2—The Iliad, Books 19-21

Thursday, October 4—The Iliad, Books 22-24

Week Six

Tuesday, October 9—Homer, The Odyssey, Books 1-4

Thursday, October 11—The Odyssey, Books 5-8

Week Seven

Tuesday, October 16—The Odyssey, Books 9-12

Thursday, October 18—The Odyssey, Books 13-16

Week Eight

Tuesday, October 23—The Odyssey, Books 17-20

Thursday, October 25—The Odyssey, Books 21-24

Part Two: Roman Epics

Week Nine

Tuesday, October 30—Virgil, The Aeneid, Books 1-2

Thursday, November 1—The Aeneid, Books 3-4

Week Ten

Tuesday, November 6—The Aeneid, Books 5-6

Thursday, November 8—The Aeneid, Books 7-8

Week Eleven

Tuesday, November 13—The Aeneid, Books 9-10

Thursday, November 15—The Aeneid, Books 11-12

Week Twelve

Tuesday, November 20—Ovid, Metamorphoses, Books 1-2

Thursday, November 22—No Class: Thanksgiving
Week Thirteen 

Tuesday, November 27—Metamorphoses, Books 3-4

Thursday, November 29—Metamorphoses, Books 5-7

Week Fourteen 

Tuesday, December 4—Metamorphoses, Books 8-10

Thursday, December 6—Metamorphoses, Books 11-13

Week Fifteen 

Tuesday, December 11—Metamorphoses, Books 14-15

