TO:  Ron Pitt

FROM:  Hank Vandenburgh

SUBJECT:  Final Report, Course Development Grant

DATE:  Sep 19, 2006

In order to prepare to teach two sections of my course, Soci 199, A Call to Arms: The Individual, Society, and the Military, I purchased and read a number of books:

1. Mailer, The Naked and the Dead

2. Burke, Camp All American, Hanoi Jane, and the High and Tight

3. Goff, Hideous Dream

4. Goff, Full Spectrum Disorder 
5. Herbert, The Making of a Soldier

6. Hackworth, About Face

7. Ouelette, ed., New Directions in Military Sociology

I decided to use the Oulette and Burke books for my seminars.  The students read the bulk of material in each work.  The seminars require writing one paper per week, which is returned as feedback.  The general form of the seminars otherwise is to have a book and paper discussion on  the first meeting day of the week and a short film presentation (or speaker presentation) on the second meeting day of the week.  During the Thanksgiving week, I will meet with each student individually in order to give them additional feedback on their writing.

Some of the films from which they will view segments include:  

1. Jarhead

2. Munich

3. Syriana

4. The Hill

5. Breaker Morant

6. Gallipoli

7. Full Metal Jacket

Thus far, the seminars have been going well.  Students participate, and seem to enjoy reading their papers, and receiving feedback on them.  In addition, the book readings and film segments and their subsequent discussions seem well received.

I have attached a syllabus in support of this report.

