DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY 

SOC 199 – A Call to Arms:  The Individual, Society, and the Military
INSTRUCTOR:  Henry Vandenburgh Ph.D.

OFFICE:  Hart 343

TELEPHONE/E-MAIL:  2935, hvandenburgh@bridgew.edu 

OFFICE HOURS:  W 2:00-3:00;  T-R 12:30-1:30
COURSE SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This course is an intensive writing first-year seminar.  Because it is interdisciplinary, we’ll explore the military and reactions to it from a variety of points of view.  The major themes of this course are culture, socialization, and gender in the military.  Issues of organization, race, and class will also be introduced.  The class is a readings seminar, and depends on your participation.  Please read the material for the next class before we meet to discuss it.  The general mode of the class will be a readings discussion on the first day of the week, workshopping your papers, with a film or speaker plus discussion on the second day of the week.  On the first meeting of the week, you’ll hand in a one page paper, which will be graded for presentation as well as content.  In some cases, a small additional reading may also be used during the week’s second meeting.  The readings are reasonable in length and difficulty, and should not pose any problem.
I have absolutely no ideological axes to grind, either left or right.  I am a six year Army vet from the 1960s.  I support our troops, having been one of them.   All points of view will be tolerated in this seminar.  Courtesy is expected of you during discussions.          

TEXTBOOKS:  Burke, Carol.  Camp All-American, Hanoi Jane, and the High and Tight:  Gender, Folklore, and Changing Military Culture.  Ouellet, Eric, ed.  New Directions in Military Sociology.

ATTENDANCE POLICY:  You are expected to attend all classes.  I will take role about 30 times.  Each is worth 0.5 percent of your grade.
BLACKBOARD COMPONENT:  You are free to participate in the course website. I will post a reading guide and other supplementary material each unit that augment the course readings.  Please use my e-mail or office hours if you want to contact me outside of class.  Participation is optional.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS:  Fifteen one-page structured papers count five percent each (75%.)  I will pass out a sheet delineating next week’s assignment during each preceding week.  I will post general grammatical and structural information on writing the reports on the class website.  If you take quotations from a source or use someone else’s published idea, you must cite appropriately and make a reference entry at the end of your paper on a separate page.  (Reference entries do not count in building your required page.)  Plagiarism (copying other’s’ work) will not be tolerated.  A brief oral report counts five percent.  Finally, 20 percent will be assigned based upon class discussion, attendance, and participation.  
Paper submissions must be hardcopy, no e-mail.
Overdue papers will be graded down ten percent.
TERMINAL COMPETENCIES:   

Successful students in this course will be able to read some of the qualitative literature in military studies at an apprentice level.  They will be able to recount some major ideas about gender, culture, and socialization in the military, and briefly discuss methods used for studying them.  They will be able to give a short oral report on an issue of interest to them.  They will be able to write brief reports on aspects of military studies.
	Topics/Activities
	Start Date
	End Date
	Assignments Due

	1. Into the Culture
	Sep 6
	Sep 7
	Vandenburgh reading at http://webhost.bridgew.edu/hvandenburgh

	2.  Living the Culture
	Sep 11
	Sep 14
	Burke, “Camp All-American” 1.

	3. More Detail:  Culture and     Gender
	Sep 18
	Sep 21
	Burke, “Military Culture” 12.

	4.  Building the Soldier
	Sep 25
	Sep 28
	Burke, “Transformation” 25.

	5.  More on Gender
	Oct 2
	Oct 5
	Burke, “A Few Good Men” 43.

	6.  Sexualities in the Military
	Oct 9
	Oct 12
	Burke, “Sex, GIs, and Videotape” 60.

	7.  Experiencing Emotion
	Oct 16
	Oct 19
	Jelusic, “Ritualization of Emotions” Ouellet, 230.

	8.  Realism and Reality
	Oct 23
	Oct 26
	Irwin, “Realism and Reality” Ouellet 93.

	9.  More on Military                   Socialization
	Oct 30
	Nov 2
	Moelker, “Naval Profession, Chivalrous Cadets” Ouellet 163. 

	10. Clothing as Military              Culture
	Nov 6
	Nov 9
	Burke, “Clothes Make the Soldier’ 78.

	11.  Military Speech
	Nov 13
	Nov 16
	Burke, “Military Speech” 106.

	12. Individual Meetings
	Nov 20
	Nov 22
	Individual Meetings

	13. Summing Up Gender in        the Military
	Nov 27
	Nov 30
	Burke, “Gender, Culture, and Controversy”  125.  

	14.  Post Military
	Dec 4
	Dec 6
	Higate, “Theories of the Embodied Veteran” Ouellet 296.

	15.  Catch Up and                       Presentations
	Dec 11
	Dec 13
	


