First Year Seminar: Japanese Theater and Film

Fall Semester 2006  Monday/Wednesday 12:20 – 1:35

Maxwell Library 202
Prof. Henry Shaffer


Campus Center Room 022

Ext. 2670   hshaffer@bridgew.edu
Animism, Altered States and the Afterlife

A  Survey of Japanese Theater and Film from the Heian Period to the Present Day

The purpose of this course is to introduce the student to Japanese history and culture using linked selections from literature, theater and film focusing on representations of ghosts, the spirit world and the supernatural and the evolution of social, religious and cultural attitudes which shaped the meaning of life and death.  
Texts

Genji monogatari (The Tale of Genji)
Heike monogatari (The Tale of the Heike)
Plays

Atsumori
Matsukaze

Tadanori
Aoi no ue

Nonomiya

The Battle of Ichinotani

The Scarlet Princess of Edo

Film and video
Kwaidan

Ran
Throne of Blood
Ju-On

The Grudge

Barefoot Gen

Grave of the Fireflies
Spirited Away
Course of Study

Religious Foundations: Shinto, Confucianism, Daoism, Buddhism

Shinto: Animism – Creation myths; Kami and the world of the spirits; The Shrine at Ise

Ethics and Conduct: Confucius --The Analects and Filial Piety; Lao-Tzu -- Dao – The Way

Buddhism: Nara -- Prince Shotoku; Kyoto --Tendai, Kukai and Imperial favor

The Heian Era: The Courtly style

Genji monogatari
The Feudal Era: The rise of the samurai, Bushido – The Way of the Warrior; The Shogunate; Zen Buddhism

Heike monogatari

Kwaidan

Noh Drama: Zeami and Ashikaga Yoshistune; An aristocratic entertainment; The aesthetics of Noh

Noh Drama: Aoi no ue; Nonomiya; Atsumori; Matsukaze; Tadanori
The Edo Period; The Tokugawa Shogunate; Stratification of society
Kabuki: Okuni – The creation of kabuki; Popular entertainment; The aesthetics of kabuki
The Battle of Ichinotani

The Scarlet Princess of Edo
Ran
Throne of Blood
The Meiji Restoration

The West and the modern

The Takarazuka Revue
Shinpa  drama
Taisho and Showa

The rise of State Shinto

The path to WWII – The Pacific War
Hiroshima and Nagasaki

Barefoot Gen

Grave of the Fireflies

The American Occupation

J-Cool

Spirited Away

Ju-on and The Grudge: Horror or Metaphor
Assignments

You will be required to have completed fifteen pages of edited and/or rewritten material from a subject and/or subjects of your choice (subsequent to approval).  This can be divided into three five-page papers on different subjects due at intervals during the semester or one fifteen-page paper on a single topic written over the course of the semester.  We will have periodic meetings outside of class time to review and discuss progress.
Calendar

9/6
Introduction: Syllabus, Research, Assignments  Kwaidan: The Black Hair
9/11
Introduction/Lecture: The Tale of Genji 
9/13
Shinto, Confucianism, Buddhism, Daoism:  In-class presentation by groups
9/18
 The Tale of Genji: Chapters 1 The Paulownia Court  2 The Broom Tree
9/20
Senior Convocation – No class  
9/25
The Tale of Genji: Chapters 4 Evening Faces 5 Lavender 7 An Autumn Excursion
9/27
The Tale of Genji: Chapters 9 Heartvine 10 The Sacred Tree
10/2
The Tale of Genji: Chapters 12 Suma 13 Akashi
10/4
The Tale of the Heike:                   Kwaidan: Hoichi, The Earless
Chapter 1 Episodes: 1, 6, 11, 12   Chapter 2 Episodes 8, 10, 15, 16   Chapter 3 Episodes 1, 2, 7, 8, 9, 18, 19  Chapter 4 Episodes 6, 11

10/11
The Tale of the Heike:


Chapter 5 Episodes 1, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14   Chapter 6 Episodes 5, 6, 7 


 Chapter 7 Episodes 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 13, 16, 20   Chapter 8 Episodes 4, 5, 6
10/16
The Tale of the Heike:


Chapter 9 Episodes 1, 2, 3, 4, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, 18 

 Chapter 10 Episodes 1, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 12   Chapter 11 Episodes 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 13, 18, 19

First five-page paper due/ Initial draft presented

10/18
Noh Drama:  Lecture
10/23
Group presentations: Aoi no ue, Nonomiya, Matuskaze, Tadanori, Atsumori, Yashima

10/25
The Tokugawa Shogunate: Lecture

10/30
Kabuki: Lecture

11/1
Ran and Throne of Blood:  Discussion

11/6
The Battle of Ichinotani   Video and discussion

11/8
No class

11/13
The Battle of Ichinotani   Discussion

11/15
The Scarlet Princess of Edo   Discussion


Second five-page paper due/ Second draft presented

11/20
The Scarlet Princess of Edo   Discussion
11/22
The Scarlet Princess of Edo   Discussion

11/27
Meiji/ Taisho/ Showa:  Japan and the West    Lecture

11/29
Barefoot Gen    Discussion

12/4
Grave of the Fireflies   Discussion
12/6
Ju-On/The Grudge   Discussion
12/11
Spirited Away  Discussion

12/13
Review


Third five-page paper due/Final draft presented

