Oscar Wilde: Casualty of Celebrity or Notoriety, the Wicked Twin of Fame
Second Year Seminar – Speaking Intensive
 
Professor Henry Shaffer
 
“The Theater of Oscar Wilde or Notoriety, the Wicked Twin of Fame”
Oscar Wilde’s life played itself out publicly – from his university days as a proponent of Aestheticism, to his lecture tours across Europe and America, to being one of the most widely read authors in the English language – and he seemed to view the world as his stage. The private and public personas of Oscar Wilde converged in a British courtroom in 1895 where the celebrated author suddenly became an infamous criminal.
The course of is one that incorporates the plays, poetry and essays of Oscar Wilde in an investigation of British (and American) social norms and morality of the late 19th century, the consequences of celebrity and notoriety when manipulated by a fickle press and unforgiving public and Wilde’s uncanny, prescient understanding of human nature.  Ironically, his insights still hold true today – in a world where “the good end happily and the bad unhappily, for that is what fiction means.”  His Irish roots, the influence of his mother’s progressive social activism and his own ambivalence towards a deeply prejudiced society of which he was part are subjects that warrant deeper study.
The course will adhere to the old form of “hearing” rather than “seeing” a play.  Students will be required to rehearse and present staged readings of selections from the plays, analyze the characters, plots and themes and give oral presentations on topics germane to Wilde’s works.
 
Texts: 
The Complete Works of Oscar Wilde
Oscar Wilde by Richard Ellman
Gross Indecency: The Three Trials of Oscar Wilde by Moises Kaufman
 
Films:
An Ideal Husband
The Importance of Being Earnest
Wilde
Operas: 
Patience
Salome
 
Calendar:
Week One:  The Aesthete
Patience April 1881    An analysis and discussion of the Gilbert and Sullivan opera which parodies Oscar Wilde and the Aesthetic movement.  
 
Week Two:
The Picture of Dorian Gray   June 1890
                Reference:  Huysmans  A Rebours
An analysis and discussion of the short novel.  
Week Three:
Salome  1891
                Salome  (Strauss/Hofmanstahl) 1901    
Readings from the play and a comparison with selections from the opera.  
 
Week Four:  The Critic
The Decay of Lying  December 1888
 
Week Five:
The Critic as Artist  1890
The Soul of Man Under Socialism  1891
 
Selections and characters from each of the plays will be assigned. 
  
Week Six: The Playwright
Lady Windermere’s Fan  1891
 
Week Seven:
Lady Windermere’s Fan  1891
 
Week Eight:
An Ideal Husband  January 1895
 
Week Nine:
An Ideal Husband  January 1895
 
Week Ten:
The Importance of Being Earnest   February 1895
 
Week Eleven:
The Importance of Being Earnest    February 1895
 
Week Twelve: The Criminal
Gross Indecency: The Three Trials of Oscar Wilde   Moises Kaufman 
 
Week Thirteen:
Gross Indecency: The Three Trials of Oscar Wilde   Moises Kaufman 
 
Week Fourteen: Exile
De Profundis
The Ballad of Reading Gaol
