FYS: Photography Appreciation and Practice

Syllabus

Prof. Ivana Damien George

Bridgewater State College  

Photography’s multiple roles will be explored in this course.  The course leads to discovery about how diverse photographers use different approaches for artistic expression and visual communication.  Students learn how photography helps to shape our perceptions through art and mass media.  Principals of design are introduced and students explore personal expression through photography assignments.  Students must provide a film camera, film and processing OR a digital camera and laptop computer.  Digital or film point and shoot cameras are acceptable.  This course does not include manual camera or darkroom instruction. A course fee pays for required field trip expenses.
Required Text:
Criticizing Photographs: An Introduction to Understanding Images

Fourth edition, Author: Terry Barrett 

This book is available at the bookstore.  If you buy used elsewhere, be sure it is the fourth edition.

Class Location:

Class officially meets at the Moakley Technology Center room 216, however many classes will occur in the library.  This will be posted on Blackboard on the course website.

Course Websites:

This course will use the Blackboard course website to post class schedules, assignment details, due dates etc.  To claim your Blackboard account, go the college homepage and follow the link that says Blackboard, and follow the instructions there.  This course also uses a photo-sharing site for critiques.  Your group homepage for photo sharing is http://www.flickr.com/groups/fysphoto/.  If you do not have a flickr account then you will get one when I send you an invitation to join the class group.

Contact information

If you have a question or concern, send me an email at: igeorge@bridgew.edu.  I prefer email communication.

Office number: 531 2795 (I check my voice mail during office hours 1-2x per week)

Office: Art building room 106 (in the painting studio)   

Office hours will be posted on my office door, and I will make appointments outside posted hours upon request.

Attendance Policy:

Prompt and regular attendance is mandatory for success in studio classes.  You are required to attend each class unless serious emergency or illness prevents your attendance.  If you miss more than 3 classes for any reason other than serious emergency or extended illness (accompanied by a doctor note), your final grade will be reduced by 1 step (example: an A would become a A-).  Three tardy arrivals to class will count as one absence.

Class Participation:  

Participation in critiques and discussions is a significant part of your semester grade so speak up and participate enthusiastically! I expect everyone to do their part to create a supportive and vibrant classroom community. 

In order to create a supportive classroom community where all students can feel safe to express meaningful or significant aspects of life though photography, I expect all students to keep the discussion of the student artwork in the classroom.  It is important for everyone to respect each other in this way.  

Please be aware that you may see artworks in this class that are thought provoking.  If at any time you feel that you do not wish to view the images under discussion, please take responsibility to excuse yourself for a few minutes.  If you wish you may speak with me about your thoughts or concerns on this matter.

Late Assignments Policy:

Photography assignments are not accepted after the critique at which they are due because the critique is very important to your growth as a student artist.  Therefore if you are do not have your work at a critique, you receive an F for the assignment(s) due at that critique, NO EXCEPTIONS.  If you are unable to attend class on a day of a critique because you are sick or have a family emergency, you must deliver your work early or contact another student in the class and have them deliver your work for you to the critique in order to get credit for the assignment.  That student will take notes on your behalf.

Writing assignments and papers turned in late are penalized one full letter grade per class period late.  
Course Objectives:

· Gain an introduction to concepts, themes and trends in photography and interpret them in your own photographs.

· Gain an introduction to contemporary photography and the ways that photography shapes perceptions. 

· Understand and learn to utilize visual design and the unique aesthetics of photography.

· Explore personal expression and visual communication through photography.

· Learn how to visually analyze images for their meaning by learning to understand and use visual language.  This includes learning visual analysis skills through both writing and discussion.

· Learn to write about photography in ways that demonstrate your ability to thoughtfully reflect upon photographic artworks and perform complex visual analysis.

Required Assignments:

Reading assignments:

Chapters from the textbook and a few essays from journals on photography will be assigned.  You will write a summary of the important aspects of each chapter/essay and questions about what you don’t understand. Your questions are the basis for the discussions.  These are due at the start of the class period when we will discuss the chapter/essay we read. 
Writing assignments:

1. Visual Analysis Worksheets:

Complete a binder of these worksheets made from direct observation of original photography and printed reproductions of photographs found in books and magazines (not on the internet).  The binder must contain worksheets analyzing different images all by different photographers.  Some will be done in class and others will be done from direct observation of original photographs on fieldtrips.  The worksheets may not repeat any analysis from your research/analysis papers. Additional worksheets may be completed for extra credit.  The worksheet binder is due at midterm and at the end of the semester.  The quantity will be 10-15 total over the whole semester, to be determined at my discretion.  

2. Group Project: Compare/Contrast Research and Analysis Paper and Presentation due at midterm.  Project guidelines are posted on the course website.

3. Individual Project: Research/Analysis paper with your Creative Response in Photographs due at the end of the semester. Project guidelines are posted on the course website.

4. Chapter summaries and discussion questions: (see reading assignments)

Photography assignments:

Students will receive photography assignments designed to enable you to learn how to utilize photographic aesthetics and create meaningful images that draw from your interests and life experiences.  These assignments will be presented at critiques during the semester. Students will create and maintain a “Flickr” profile at www.flickr.com to share photographs with the entire class and the world beyond.  This class does not require prints and instead relies on a digital presentation for student work.  Film scanners are available in the classroom for students who choose to use film.  For each assignment, burn all the images shot for that assignment onto a CD with your name on it in a CD sleeve or case.  Turn this CD in on the day of the critique.  Prior to the critique, choose your best 5 images from the assignment and post them into your “Flickr” profile.  Select from among those 5 the one image you think is most successful for the in-class critique.  This course utilizes a form of critique that requires students’ voices to be more prominent than the teacher’s voice and therefore participation by all students in giving feedback on peer artwork is required as part of the grade.  Each student will take notes about feedback on the photograph presented at critiques using a Critique Feedback Note sheet.  These note sheets will be due in a binder at midterm and at the end of the semester.   

Tests:

There will be a vocabulary test pertaining to photography and visual design.

Plagiarism:

Plagiarism is a serious offence and is not permitted at Bridgewater State College.  Plagiarism will result in an F for the course and academic consequences as outlined in the student handbook.  Proper citation of all sources is required. In order to discourage plagiarism, the college utilizes a software application called “Turn it In” which checks student papers for plagiarism.  All papers must be handed into me in paper form for my grading notations and in digital form on Blackboard through Turn it In.

Letter Grading Policy  

A =90-100 points:  Given for excellent or outstanding work that has been done with consistency throughout the semester.  Challenging to achieve.

B = 80-89 points:  Given for very good or fine work.

C = 70-79 points:  Average grade with all assignments completed and does not indicate poor performance.

D = 60-69 points:  Indicates poor work or missed deadlines and classes, still with many assignments completed.

F =59 points or below:  Given for lack of responsibility for the course or for a missed midterm or final or plagiarism.

Criteria for Grading  

Photography assignments: 

The criteria for grading artworks are student creativity/originality, successful use of visual aesthetics (composition + light), and successful visual communication of the student- artist’s intent when applicable to an assignment. Participation in critique of peer student’s works is also a factor.  

Writing assignments/Papers: The criteria for grading writing and papers includes thorough, well organized and original writing with correct citations given for sources when utilized.  Writing should avoid redundancy.  All rules of grammar, paragraph structure and spelling should be followed.  I expect students to develop in-depth critical or analytical thinking skills in the course and strive to express these thoughts through the writing assignments and papers.

Weight of Assignments for Course Grade Assessment

45% Writing assignments

35% Photography assignments and critique feedback note sheet binder

5% Vocabulary test

15% Reading/Preparation for class discussion, written chapter summaries, participation in class discussion and discussion activities
Field Trips Schedule:
There will be 1 field trip for this class.  A number of class hours will be cancelled that equals the number of hours on the trip.  The schedule will be published on Blackboard in the announcement area.  Field trips are mandatory.  The only replacement for a missed field trip is a 5-7 page paper and you must also complete the visual analysis worksheets that you would have completed on the trip.  If you must miss a field trip, please contact me in advance and I will assign a paper to you instead.  

Group Project 

Compare/Contrast Research and Analysis Paper and Presentation

This project will consist of a paper that is 13-15 pages long with a 20-minute presentation given to the class.  Rough drafts will be due for peer review and review by the professor.  Groups of four students will research two photographers of different generations whose style or content possess commonalities.  Professor George will designate group composition.  The paper must include (minimum) 4 pages of biographical information (life & times, historical context, and artistic influences) covering both photographers, 6 pages of visual analysis of 1 representative image for each photographer, 3-4 pages of comparing and contrasting the two photographers in the historical context, including artistic intent. Papers must be in font size 10, 11 or 12 in a sans-serif font such as Arial.  Papers should be double spaced with a title page with the paper title and authors and a bibliography page listing all sources.  I prefer the use of endnotes instead of footnotes.  Each page should have a page number.  You will turn in two copies of the paper, one through “Turn it in” on Blackboard and one paper copy to me in class that I can write comments on as I read it.  Please put the copy that you hand in to me into a report binder.

To facilitate this project there will be class meetings at the library in order to research with your group partners.  To create the rough draft, groups should divide up the sections into roughly equal parts of writing for the group members to write.  Then you can come together to synthesise the parts into a whole paper.  Establish group deadlines for the paper sections so that you have enough time to synthesise the parts before the rough draft is due for review. Failure to meet rough draft deadlines will result in a 1-letter grade penalty on the final paper grade.

The 20-minute presentation must be in PowerPoint.  Include 10 representative images with title and date information for each photographer.  Summarize in your talk the biographical information and the comparison/contrast that you wrote about in the paper.  All group members must participate in the public speaking component of the presentation, so plan for that.  That means that each person should speak for 5 minutes and present a different segment of the presentation.  Your presentation will end after 20 minutes, so practice in advance to assure you can complete and fill the 20 minutes.  A one-letter grade penalty will be assigned to presentations that do not fully utilize the allotted time or are not finished in the allotted time.  Presentations will not be allowed to run longer than 20 minutes out of consideration for the other groups who need to also present their projects.

Part of the grade will also be a one-paragraph summary from each student in each group.  Use the paragraph to reflect upon the successes and drawbacks of the group working process.  To the best of your ability, fairly assess the strengths and weaknesses of yourself and your group members in the completion of the project.  These will be read by me only, not by your group members and should be handed in on the day that the paper is due.

This is a team effort project, and therefore all team members will receive the same grade.  If any problems arise with group communication or the group work process, please contact me well in advance of any deadlines so that we may have a meeting to address any issues.  I do have a procedure in place to deal with a non-participating group member.
*Papers in this course must utilize and reference a variety of kinds of source materials.  This means a minimum of 3 or more different types of references including but not limited to books, journal articles, videos, Internet, audio recordings, in-person interviews, exhibition catalogs, and materials from the gallery or dealer of an individual photographer.  If you have more than 3 sources, the majority of your information may not come from the Internet.  A majority being defined as more than 50%.  Journal articles that are published online from established art and photography journals that also exist in print (but are not accessible in print at our library) are exempted from this 50% rule.  

Individual Project:

Research/Criticism paper with your Creative Response in Photographs

Choose a photographer whose work you admire.  Write a paper that includes biographical information, historical context and artistic influences on this photographer, critical analysis about this photographer’s work by a published critic in an art journal and your response to this critical analysis.  Your response should either explain why you justify or refute the views of the critic.  Then write your own critical analysis of the photographer’s work using one of the interpretive perspectives discussed in chapter 3 of the textbook.  If the photographer has many different styles of work made at different time periods, than select one significant body of work and focus your analysis on that body of work.  This paper should be 6-8 pages in length. Papers must be in font size 10, 11 or 12 in a sans-serif font such as Arial.  Papers should be double spaced with a title page with the paper title and authors and a bibliography page listing all sources.  I prefer the use of endnotes instead of footnotes.  Each page should have a page number.  You will turn in two copies of the paper, one through “Turn it in” on Blackboard and one paper copy to me in class that I can write comments on as I read it.  Please put the copy that you hand in to me into a report binder. There will be a rough draft deadline for peer review and professor review.  Failure to meet the rough draft deadline will result in a 1-letter grade penalty on the final paper grade. 

You will also make a creative response to the work of this photographer.  Create a group of photographs that utilize the content, subject matter, technique OR style of the photographer.  Do not copy their artwork but instead use it as a source of inspiration for your own photography. If the photographer has many different styles of work made at different time periods, than select one significant body of work and use that work as the source of your inspiration.  Make sure that this is the same body of work that you are critically analyzing writing in your paper.   Shoot 24-48 images and select the best 5 for your presentation and critique. There will be two critiques for the photography for this project.  You will get a grade at the first critique but you have the opportunity to replace the grade with a better grade at the final critique by improving the photography shown at the first critique.  

During the scheduled class exam time you will show the work of the photographer you chose, discuss his/her artistic influences and background and present your artwork for the final critique.  Be prepared to discuss why you chose this photographer and how his or her work influenced you in your own artwork.  Your paper will also be due at the scheduled class exam time.
*Papers in this course must utilize and reference a variety of kinds of source materials.  This means a minimum of 3 or more different types of references including but not limited to books, journal articles, videos, Internet, audio recordings, in-person interviews, exhibition catalogs, and materials from the gallery or dealer of an individual photographer.  If you have more than 3 sources, the majority of your information may not come from the Internet.  A majority being defined as more than 50%.  Journal articles that are published online from established art and photography journals that also exist in print (but are not accessible in print at our library) are exempted from this 50% rule.  

