To: Dr. Ron Pitt
From: Dr. Jeff Williams

Re: Report for development of SYS class “Green with Energy”

Date: September 5, 2007

Please find attached a syllabus for my SYS class, “Green with Energy”, that I developed and am teaching this fall. As you noted in your email it is still a work in progress. I would like to highlight below some of the ideas I will implement in this course.

The class will be split into thirds. The first third of the class I will be taking the lead presenting information on energy and renewable energy and thereby modeling different presentation styles. During this first third students will be presenting short presentations on the readings in both group and individual formats. 
For the second third of the class we will slowly shift to more student presentations and discussion. There will be two major projects during this period. The first is to complete an energy worksheet. In this excel worksheet groups of three students will complete an energy policy for the future of the United States (the next 100 years). The groups will then present their “solution” for our future energy needs. Hopefully if I have done my job correctly the students will include green sources in their solution! The second major project and student presentation will be on the IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change) report. Students will present individual presentation on this report. 
The major project in the final third of the class will be presentations on their book.

The great book experiment: 

Students will be choosing, with my approval, individual books for this class. Therefore, including me, there will be 21 different “textbooks” for this class. Each student (and I) will be doing a presentation on our individual books. It is my hope that these reports during the final third of the class will encourage the students to pick up a few more books on the subject of “green energy” (sustainability, carbon footprint, renewable energy, etc.).
Also during this period of the class the students will be calculating their carbon footprint and setting up changes in their daily lives to decrease their footprint on our earth.

