Report on SYS 298 Images of Disability
Grant awarded to Dr. Jeri Katz

Department of Special Education and Communication Disorders

This grant afforded me the opportunity to do new course development in the spring and into the summer of 2006.  As a new course, Images of Disability was not intended to be a course for special education or education majors.  The view of disability in our society ranges from “hiding” the existence of disability to being extremely vocal about disability rights.  The course looks at disability from many views – students have service learning involvement with individuals who have disabilities, they are examining public artifacts about disability from sources such as television and print sources like Newsweek, they are reading novels and personal accounts about disability, and finally they are looking at films about disability or films that portray individuals with disability.  This course is a speaking intensive course, but has a significant writing component as well.

Activities undertaken during the grant cycle:

1. Developing the syllabus

2. Reviewing possible books and films

3. Extensive development of Blackboard website (still under ongoing development)

4. Implementation (ongoing)

Additionally, my department has agreed to run the course again in spring 2007.

There are currently 14 students in the class.  Less than half are education majors. A few have had some contact with people with disabilities.  We have already had Diane Bell as a guest speaker on service learning opportunities and Christine Brown from the Educational Resource Center will be presenting on Children’s Literature about Disability.
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Catalog description:

This speaking intensive, topic course will investigate how individuals with disability are presented in the mass media – TV, video, literature, fiction/non-fiction – yesterday and today. Students will engage in exploring these different media and analyzing of the images that are portrayed.  Students will be expected complete 20 hours of community service in agencies that provide services to children and adults with disability and compare real life experiences to those we see and read about every day in various media.

Format: This class will be offered in an online/in-class model and incorporates a service learning component (2-3 hrs per week)

Texts and/or recommended readings:  (Read the required reading plus one other book from each topic)
Autism: 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night by Mark Haddon  (required)

Thinking in Pictures: My Life with Autism  Temple Grandin
Send in the Idiots: Stories from the Other Side  Kamran Nazeer
Beyond the Wall: Personal Experiences with Autism and Asperger Syndrome   Stephen Shore
Nobody anywhere: The Extraordinary Life of an Autistic Donna Williams
 

Emotional disturbance 

I Never Promised You a Rose Garden  Joanne Greenberg (required)

Lisa, Bright and Dark  John Neufeld
Loving Someone With Bipolar Disorder  Julie A. Fast, John D. Preston
The Tattered Tapestry: A Family’s Search for Peace with Bipolar Disorder Tom Smith, Kevin Smith, and Karla Smith
Just Another Kid  Torey Hayden

Mental Retardation
Flowers for Algernon Daniel Keys (required)
Of Mice and Men John Steinbeck
A boy called Hopeless  David Melton
He has Up Syndrome Not Down Syndrome Caoline Brandt

The Kennedy Family and the History of Mental Retardation Edward Shorter

Perceptions of Disability – required reading for all students
Reflections from a Different Journey: What Adults with Disabilities Wish All Parents Knew.  Stanley Klein

Learning disabilities and ADHD

A smile as Big as the Moon: A Teacher, His Class and their Unforgettable Journey  Michael Kerjes (required)

Driven to Distraction Hallowell and Ratey 

Scattered Dreams Karyn Hughes

Zipper: The kid with ADHD Caroline Janover and Rick Powell
Recommended Films: You must read and critique at least 3 films during the course. Each film must be on a different disability.  These will be presented orally and in written form.  See Blackboard for more details.
A Beautiful Mind (Emotional Disturbance)

I am Sam (mental retardation)
Forest Gump (Mental Retardation)
What’s Eating Gilbert Grape (MR and Emotional disturbance)
Mr. Holland’s Opus (deaf)
Burton Blatt: Revisiting the Vision (1995).

Titicut Follies (1967). (Institutionalization)
Rain Man (autism)
The Tom Whittacker Story  (physical disability)
The Miracle Worker  (blind)
Children of a Lesser God (deaf)
My Left Foot (cerebral palsy)

The Elephant man (deformity)

Scent of a Woman (blind)
Refrigerator Mothers, U.S. Historic 53 minute overview of how influential doctors in the 1970s-1980s identified "cold" and detached white, middle-class mothers as the cause of autism in their sons and how this impacted families. 
Other films and television documentaries and stories will also be discussed in class.
Outcomes: 
1. To be able to speak on issues that include issues related to portrayals, hiring practices, technology, civil rights, etc. of the disabled.
2. To understand the history and the portrayal of individuals with disability in society.
3. Understand how portrayals of individuals with disabilities in the media contribute to the social construction of disabilities.

4. Understand the various models used to understand disability but go beyond these models to examine the ways disability has been socially constructed.

5. Develop a deeper awareness of disability from the perspectives of people with disabilities, families, ourselves, and society (service learning)
6. Evaluate current approaches, advocacy efforts, and proposed solutions for overcoming barriers experienced by people with disabilities in the U.S. 
7. To be able to recognize fact vs fiction in the portrayal of disabilities.
Calendar and Topics

	Week
	

	Sept. 6
	Syllabus, Assignments, Expectations (in class only)

	Sept 13
	What defines disability? 

Perceptions of disability

Diane Bell/Service Learning presentation

	Sept 20
	Educational Resource Center with Christine Brown – Children’s literature about disabilities

	Sept 27/Oct 4
	Autism

	Oct. 18/25 
	Emotional Disturbance

	Nov 1/8
	In class video presentation

	Nov. 15, 22
	Mental retardation 

	Nov 29 Dec 6
	Learning Disabilities and ADHD

	Dec. 13
	Student Presentations (in class only) Journals and course

	Dec. 20 (final exam block)
	Student presentations (in class only) Journals and course


Assignments:

1. Weekly online discussion boards and/or journal assignments. (25%)

2. Film critiques (min 3) – written and orally presented , individual or  panel discussion format (25%)

3. Book reports (min 3)  – written and orally presented, individual or panel discussion format (25%)

4. Final oral presentations integrating course work with community service. (25%)  -- Service learning activities must be started no later than Oct. 15

Grading:

Grading will be determined by assignment rubrics. The weight of each assignment towards the final grade is listed with the assignments.

Sample assignments: (Assignments are posted within Blackboard – these are representative of the type of assignments in the course.)

Oral Assignment 
Prepare a 3 minute oral presentation on why you think children should or should not have books read to them in school about disabilities. You may take the perspective of a parent, a person with disability, a teacher, or other concerned person.

Children's literature review 
Choose a children's book about disability and write a book report (no longer than 2 pages single spaced) summarizing the book, target audience, and your impression of the value of the book for children.  Due Sept 27 Bring hard copy to class.  To be presented orally in class.

Rain man assignment Sept 27
Write a film Critique of Rain Man. 

Title: Rain Man (1988) 

Featuring: Dustin Hoffman, Tom Cruise 

Studio: MGM

Questions to consider in your film review

1. Raymond has autism. What purpose do his numerous routines or compulsive behaviors serve? 

2. What are Raymond’s major obstacles outside of the institution? Are these challenges typical of those faced by individuals with autism? Explain. 

3. How does Charlie help Raymond deal with the challenges he encounters throughout the film? How are these supports similar to those a teacher might need when incorporating students with autism into the classroom?

Complete the chart for question 4 using the following assignment link: http://iris.peabody.vanderbilt.edu/activities/movie/imo-rain_man.pdf
Book review 1 
Prepare both a written and oral presentation on one of the choice books (not the required book) about Autism listed in the syllabus.  This should be a carefully thought out book review that looks at the topic and the presentation. Be sure to consider the impact of the content on the reader.  Does it promote stereotyping, etc.  How does it reflect on any of the content of the news articles, internet articles, etc presented? 
