SOCI 199-H01:

FYS: Teen Screen Queens

Fall 2006

Dr. Jodi Cohen

340 Hart Hall

ext. 2029

e-mail: jhcohen@bridgew.edu

Office Hours: MWF 9:15-10:00; W 12:05-1:05 & by appointment

Texts:

S
Odd Girl Out (Simmons)

S2
Odd Girl Speaks Out: Girls Write about . . . (Simmons)

H
All About the Girl (Harris)

V
Girls on the Verge (Vendela Vida)

F
Just Girls: Hidden Literacies and life in Junior High (Finders)
Handouts:

Additional materials will be handed out to you in class. 

Schedule:

Week 1: Introduction

Sept. 6 

• First day of class

Sept. 8

• Status queens

• Fashion queens

• Girls emerge socially

Read: H 163-172; Handout 1 & 2

View: Scenes from Clueless

Week 2: 

Sept. 11

• Everything right can go terribly wrong

• Visions of a delinquent girlhood

Read: F 1-30; H 29-44

View: Thirteen

Sept. 13

• Peers, pairs, and problems

• Cutting – self mutilation

• Promiscuity—how do we understand what we see

Read: F 31-47; S 1-38; S2 75-78

View: Thirteen

Sept. 15

• Analysis of Thirteen & Clueless

• Understanding different demonstrations of girlhood

Read: H 69-78; S 39-66; S2 29-47, 79-93

Week 3:

Sept. 18

• Queen teens get mean

• Fitting in at High School

Read: V 1-40; H 45-58; S 67-102

View: Mean Girls

Sept. 20

• Fitting in as feminine

• The right girls and the wrong girls

Read: F 48-82; S 103-128; S2 94-106

View: Mean Girls

Sept. 22

• Bullies are always mean to your face

• Gossip, a way of communication

Read: F 83-115; S 155-176; S2 48-74

Week 4:

Sept. 25

• Losers and losses

• A real fixer-upper

Read: S 177-202; Handout 3 & 4

View: Scenes from She’s All That

Sept. 27

• Love you, mean it

• Jealousy – typical of the teen girl drama

Read: F 116-139; V 55-76; S 203-230

View: Scenes from The Princess Diaries

Sept. 29

• Teen vengeance versus teen vogue

• Status changing, does anything really change?

Read: H 205-218; S 231-270; S2 159-175

Week 5:

Oct. 2

• Fighting back with fire

• Meaning of the Prom

Read: V 103-120; H 195-204; S2 181-187

View: Scenes from Carrie

Oct. 4

• Drugs and corruption

• Using others to foster self

Read: Handout 5; Online: research adolescent drug use – bring 2 URLs to class with printouts of web sites

View: Scenes from Cruel Intentions

Oct. 6

• Teens and the real revenge (or revenge made for movies)

• Understanding teen anger – are girls ever really allowed to be angry?

Read: H 243-254; Online: research female anger and report on societal rules for girls and women – bring this to class for discussion

Week 6:

Oct. 9

• No Class – Columbus Day

Oct. 11

• Killing for popularity

• Scandal makes for good girls movies

Read: H 103-114; Handout 6; S2 115-130

View: Jawbreaker

Oct. 13

• Fear and loathing

• The Prom revisited – again with humiliation, yet no blood this time

Read: S2 107-114, 188-199

View: Jawbreaker

Week 7:

Oct. 16

• What is the social meaning of “The Prom”

• Rights of passage and coming of age

Read: H 69-78; Handout 7

Oct. 18

• Old school girl-hate

• Popularity and social control, death becomes her

Read: S2 131-138; Handout 8 & 9

View: Scenes from Heathers

Oct. 20

• Teen suicide, rampant problem or social humor?

• Taking suicide to the movies

Read: S2 1-23, 177-187

View: Scenes from Heathers

Week 8:

Oct. 23

• I’d kill for that crown (much like killing for popularity)

• Pageants – living out girl v. girl competition

Read: H 59-68, 79-90

View: Drop Dead Gorgeous

Oct. 25

• Gendering femininity

• Creating social cohesion

Read: Online research – find 2 web pages discussing pageants, one positive and one negative.  Be prepared to discuss the two in class and bring print outs of the pages (part or all) --- these do not have to be articles.  Make sure that you have the URL with you so that we can share them in class.

View: Drop Dead Gorgeous

Oct. 27

• The back story of the pageant world

• Analysis of DDG

Read: V 41-54; Exchanged web sites

Week 9:

Oct. 30

• Sexuality and the teen-aged film goer

• Race, gender and sexual expectation

Read: H 141-154 & 231-242

View: Scenes from Just another Girl on the IRT

Nov. 1

• Meet with your groups today for debate preparation.  Meet with your group members at the classroom and move from there to anywhere on campus to work.

Nov. 3

• In class project

Read: Online research – find 2 web pages discussing the assigned topics, one positive and one negative.  Be prepared to share the two in class with your group --- these do not have to be articles.  Make sure that you have the URL with you so that can share them.  Bring your laptop to class!

Week 10:

Nov. 6

• Religion and the good girl

• Bad girls versus good girls

Read: V 121-136; Handout 10

View: Saved!

Nov. 8

• Good girls are bad girls

• Complexities of an ever-changing reputation

Read: Online research – find 2 web pages discussing “reputation” and how it’s “earned”.  Be prepared to discuss the two in class and bring print outs of the pages (part or all) --- these do not have to be articles.  Make sure that you have the URL with you so that we can share them in class.

View: Saved!

Nov. 10

• No Class Friday – Veteran’s Day

Week 11:

Nov. 13

• Warnings to girls and the analysis of the good girl

• Regarding the teen mother, bossy girls, & girls who “take” too much

Read: S2 79-106; Exchanged web sites

View: Scenes from Election

Nov. 15

• Reading the sexual double-standard

• Power and abuse of power – reading the teenaged girl and the teacher

Read: H 219-231; Handout 11

View: Pretty Persuasion

Nov. 17

• High School pettiness and sexual hypocrisy

• Deconstructing race, class, racism & classism

Read: H 185-194; Handout 12

View: Pretty Persuasion

Week 12:

Nov. 20

• How do sexual subplots teach lessons about “correct” girl behavior?

• Is it really always about the boys?  Examining the similarities between 

Pretty Persuasion & Mean Girls

Read: H 115-126, 127-149; S2 24-28

Nov. 22

• Meet with your groups today for debate preparation.  Meet with your group members at the classroom and move from there to anywhere on campus to work.

Nov. 24

• No Class Friday- Thanksgiving Vacation

Week 13:

Nov. 27

• Creating power from disempowerment

• An alternative story for girls

Read: V 77-102; H 3-14

View: Foxfire

Nov. 29

• Friendship

• Bonds that cannot break

Read: H 15-28; Handout 13

View: Foxfire

Dec. 1

• A different story of girl power

• How to read through the grit

Read: V 137-172; H 173-184

Week 14:

Dec. 4

• Wrap-up discussion

• Is High School really as bad as it’s portrayed?

View: Scenes from Never Been Kissed; Scenes from Sleepover

Read: Handout 14

Dec. 6

• Final group meeting: Meet with your group members at the classroom and move from there to anywhere on campus to work.

Dec. 8

• Presentations

Week 15:

Dec. 11

• Presentations

Dec. 13

• Flex Day (in case of snow)

Course Assignments:

There are a number of grade earning opportunities in this class.  This class will NOT have a midterm or final exam.  You will be responsible for 2 papers worth 30% each.  You will also be a part of a group project worth 20%.  This class will also include a classroom participation grade which will be earned through attendance, participation in discussion, and bringing 1 page write-ups on the readings and movies to class.  Two write-ups each week should be posted to Blackboard to share with the class – all of this is worth 20%.  I also use Blackboard to announce emergency class cancellations, changes in the syllabus, and reminders for extra credit opportunities.  Please sign up for Blackboard ASAP!  

Papers:

You will be writing 2 papers 4-6 pages each.  3.5 pages is not 4, please be sure to write a long enough paper to fully discuss your ideas.  These papers will be based on a choice of topics relating to the course.  Please note that all papers should be typed in 12 point font, double-spaced (not 2.5, and not triple) with 1 inch margins.  You will choose at least one movie to base your paper on, use scenes and quote from the film to illuminate the issue that you confront.  Choose a different movie and different theme for each paper please!

Further instructions:

• 4-6 pages in length

• A minimum of 3 academic sources are mandatory – this means academic journal articles or books, NOT magazines or the internet.  Online journals are fine, just check with me first before using them.

• If you turn your paper in 2 weeks before the due date, I will hand you back edits.  This offer is only available 2 or more weeks before the due date.

• Any style of internal notation and citation is acceptable as long as you are consistent.

Your finished paper will include a complete bibliography and internal notation (you must tell me where your information is coming from – I want to know your sources).  Make sure that you site your sources in the paper and DO NOT PLAGIARIZE!  Plagiarism is cheating, it is a serious offense and will lead to receiving an F in the course – no exceptions!  Plagiarism is defined as:


• Plagiarism is presenting someone else’s work as if it were your own, whether you mean to or not. ‘Someone else’s work’ means anything that is not your own idea, even if it is presented in your own style. It includes material from books, journals or any other printed source, the work of other students or staff, information from the Internet, software programs and other electronic material, designs and ideas.

• Claiming another person's written material as one's own. Plagiarism can take the form of direct, word-for-word copying or the theft of the substance or idea of the work. A student who copies an encyclopedia entry and turns it in as a report for school is guilty of plagiarism. 
Each paper is worth 30% of your final grade.

Presentation/Debate:

You will be grouped (randomly) with classmates and will cooperatively prepare an 8 minute presentation on your assigned topic and perspective.  Most groups will have 3 members, a couple of groups may have 2.  Each group will be assigned a debate question and either the “yes” or “no” perspective.  Groups will prepare their perspective to present to the class on the same day as the group offering the opposite perspective.  

For this project you will be required to prepare a PowerPoint presentation for the class to view, an outline or data sheet to hand out to the class, and a bibliography of at least 5 sources that you used for this project to hand in to me on the day that you present your debate.  Sources for this project may include non-academic sources.  Each person in the group MUST SPEAK during the presentation.  If you find that your group-mate(s) are not doing their share of the work it is your responsibility to tell me.  Do not wait until the week of your presentation, it is too late then to do anything about this.  Each person in your group will earn the same grade and should share in the responsibility for the work.

This project is worth 20% of your final grade.

Class Participation & Write-ups:
You will earn part of your grade through class participation, and 1-page write-ups on the readings and movies.  I will also ask that you post two write-ups per week on Blackboard to share with the class.  These writings will help foster more active classroom participation.  It is your responsibility to read what your classmates have posted and respond to at least 2 per week.  One write-up must be focused on your reading and the other on the movie viewings.  One response must be focused on readings and the other on movie viewings.

The write-ups should be on something that catches your interest in the readings and movies.  You can write about one reading or multiple readings, and on one segment of a movie or on overall themes.  Some suggestions for getting started: ask a question and explain why you are asking it – what significance it has, pick out a key point that is important to you or that you feel is an important idea to discuss, or write about disagreeing with the author and why.  Each write-up MUST BE TYPED!  Please do not hand in hand written work for your write-ups.  Write-ups are due the day of class, and should be brought with you to class.  Late write-ups will receive partial credit, but losing points adds up and will hurt your overall grade.

Write-ups on the readings must be brought to class on the day that the reading material is used.  Write-ups on movies and movie clips will be due the next class meeting after the in-class viewing.  For example, if we watch Clueless on Monday, your response is due on Wednesday.  If we watch the first half of a movie on Monday, your opinions or thoughts on that half will be due on Wednesday and you will write again about the second half of the movie.

Further Instructions:


• You need to post your week’s write-ups by Friday at 8 pm of

that week


• Responses the others’ write-ups need to be posted by Monday 

of the next week by 8 pm.

· example: Week 2: post your write-ups by Sept. 15 & your responses by Sept. 18

• Separate folders will be set up for readings and for movie 

viewings

Class participation and write-ups are worth 20% of your final grade.

Extra credit:

There are ample opportunities for extra credit during the semester.  If you choose to do these additional assignments they are only accepted on the date due in class.  You are eligible for 3 extra credit assignments, each of which is worth 1 point added on to you final grade in the course.  Extra credit is optional!

