Department of Political Science

Honors Program Revisions
Admission: Remain the same.  Student must have completed 12 credit hours in Political Science with a minimum GPA of 3.5 in those courses.  Student’s cumulative GPA is a minimum of 3.3.  Students are required to apply by filling out the appropriate paperwork and submitting it to the Honors Coordinator, Jordon Barkalow.

Requirements:  Presently, students admitted to the department’s honors program are required to take nine credits.  Three of those credits are satisfied by completing an Honors Contract in a 300 or 400 level course.  Students are then required to complete a two semester thesis.  In place of these requirements, the following are proposed: 1) POLI 350 (Revised Course Description); 2) Three sections of POLI 351; and 3) One semester of POLI 485 (Honors Thesis).  In total, students will still be required to complete nine credit hours.  The proposed changes have the advantage of allowing students to conduct their work over a two year period as the project can begin when the student takes POLI 350 and 351.
Department Responsibilities/Concerns: Under the current program, the department’s position is responsive.  This is to say, the department waits for students to initiate contact about its Honors Program.  This will have to change if the proposed changes are adopted.  Specifically, the department will have to recruit students during their sophomore years as POLI 350 should be taken the first semester of their junior year.  At this time students admitted to the program should also begin taking POLI 351.  Once the student has completed three semesters of POLI 351, they can then take POLI 485 the second semester of their senior year.  Faculty must be aware that they will be expected to mentor a student for two full years instead of the three semester requirement currently in place.  A potential benefit of the proposed changes is that it provides the students the opportunity to work with multiple faculty members whose expertise is relevant to their project.  For example, a student working in the area of constitutionalism may take two sections of POLI 351 with Mark Kemper and one with Jordon Barkalow because our research interests and expertise overlap.  Under the current plan, this is not possible.
Initiatives Designed to Institute a

Culture of Undergraduate Research in the

Department of Political Science
1) Student brown bags hosted by the Political Science Club where faculty meets with students to discuss their current research

2) A speaker series similar to the one in the Philosophy Department where members of the Department of Political Science (sometimes from outside of the Department as well) present a current research project

3) Encourage students to present their own research.  The Midwest Political Science Association has a poster session for undergraduate research and we should make use of this opportunity.

4) Increase student involvement in the programs offered by Bridgewater like the ATP Summer program.

