POLI 351:

Research Practicum in Political Science
Description:  Students who are accepted by a faculty member as a participant in an undergraduate research project enroll in this course.  Projects entail substantial research in the faculty member’s Political science subfield.  Students are extensively involved in the planning, execution, analysis, reporting, and presenting of their results.  Graded on a (P) Pass/(N) No Pass basis.  
Prerequisites:  Junior or Senior Standing; POLI 172; POLI 251 (Grade of B or Higher); Currently enrolled in POLI 350 or successfully completed POLI 350; Instructor’s Signature

Credits:  1 Credit per Semester (May be taken up to three semesters)

Justification:  The addition of POLI 351 to the Department of Political Science’s course offerings serves the primary purpose of institutionalizing a course where advanced students and faculty can collaborate on research.  Currently, the Department does not have a mechanism facilitating undergraduate research.  To this end, this course is designed with the following goals in mind: 1) Pursue research in Political Science beyond the stage of generating ideas and questions.  This course allows students, with faculty assistance, to begin coming to terms with these ideas and answering these questions.; 2) Introduce students to advanced methodological techniques in both empirical and normative analyses; 3) Introduce students to literature beyond what is normally covered in the Department’s advanced courses and assist them in developing the analytic skills necessary to analyze a body of literature in a single area of study; 4) Improve students’ writing and presentation skills; and 5) Extend students’ ability to collect and analyze data.
POLI 351:

Research Practicum in Political Science

Professor Barkalow

________________________________________________________________________

Office Number: Summer Street House #201

Telephone: 508-531-2231

Office Hours: MW 9-11 a.m. and by appointment

Email: jbarkalow@bridgew.edu
Course Overview
This course is specifically designed around a single research project in the area of American political thought.  To this end, you will be expected to assist in the planning, execution, analysis, reporting, and presenting of the results generated over the course of the semester.  

Let me say a little more about the research project.  The research pursued here explores two interrelated questions: What does it mean to be and become an American?  Three competing arguments are found in the secondary literature that are of interest.  Universal nationalism emphasizes the purported universal quality of American political principles. Cultural nationalism defines American-ness in terms of an Anglo-Protestant cultural heritage.  Civic nationalism, finally, finds meaning in the social and political practices that develop the civic capacities of American citizenship.  All three of these arguments implicitly or explicitly make the argument that American citizenship is properly understood in terms of a republican political theory that emphasizes the cultivation of virtue.  The problem encountered here is that such an understanding is at odds with the generally held view that American political philosophy is best understood in terms of liberalism.  This is the scholarly tension that we are going to try and solve in this course.  The question to consider now is how we are going to go about doing this.

This course is divided into two sections.  The first section focuses on relevant secondary literature and the second on primary texts.  We begins by taking up the secondary literature because it is necessary that we are clear about what distinguishes universal, cultural, and civic nationalism.  We will use this time to identity indicators of each so as to classify the primary material.  In turning to primary materials, I have selected Congressional debates over naturalization policy.  Such a focus is warranted because of the widely accepted assumption that immigration policies speak to a nation’s vision of itself and constitute an understanding of national identity.  We will be focusing on the debates over the Naturalization Acts of 1790, 1795, 1798, and 1802.

Course Requirements

There are four requirements for this course: 1) a 20-25 page term paper; 2) a research journal; 3) weekly meetings; and 4) completion of the readings as assigned on the syllabus.

Term Paper.  The term paper for this course answers the questions of what it means to be and become an American.  You will be working on this paper throughout the semester.  As such, you will be expected to submit the paper to me in sections for me to review.  The first part of the paper focuses on the scholarly literature and the second on your analysis.  

Research Journal.  You will also keep a research journal.  Here you will keep your notes on both the primary and secondary materials.  These notes should reflect what others have to say about the research question and contain your thoughts on these reflections.  Use the journal to raise questions about others research and what it said and not said in the Congressional debates.  Many of the ideas that we will be looking to develop will have their origins in your reflections.

Weekly Meetings.  We will meet twice a week to go over your work.  This time will be spent dealing with any problems, developing strategies for the research project, and simply sharing our ideas and thoughts.  

Readings.  The readings serve as the common base for our discussion.  Besides the required texts identified below, I will assign articles and chapters throughout the semester that should help up in our research.  There are four required texts for this course:



[a]  Pickus


True Faith and Allegiance


[b]  Sandel


Democracy’s Discontent


[c]  Huntington


Who Are We?



[d]  Smith


Civic Virtues

These are all secondary literature.  The primary resources are available online from the Library of Congress (http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amlaw/lwac.html).  I will show you how to use this resource in an efficient way at some point during the semester.

Course Outline

Date






Reading Assignment
Week 1






Smith Ch. 1-6 & Epilogue

Week 2






Pickus Intro., Ch. 1-3, epilogue

Week 3






Sandel Preface, Ch. 1-2 & 5-9

Week 4






Huntington Ch. 1, 3-6, 8, 10, 12

Week 5






No Reading- Work/Discuss Paper

Week 6






Naturalization Debates (1790)

Week 7






Naturalization Debates (1790)

Week 8






Naturalization Debates (1795)

Week 9






Naturalization Debates (1795)

Week 10





Naturalization Debates (1798)

Week 11





Naturalization Debates (1798)

Week 12





Naturalization Debates (1802)

Week 13





Naturalization Debates (1802)

Week 14





Final Paper

Week 15





Final Paper

