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Abstract:
This grant was offered to develop a course on “Service learning in the Hindu religion and philosophy” but eventually it evolved into a course titled SYS- “Festivals, celebrations and Cultures of the India”. India presents a cultural potpourri of number of religions with their own festivals and celebrations but the four major religions followed in India are Hinduism, Islam, Christianity and Sikhism in the descending order. There are a number of regional festivals which are celebrated in particular areas only. Bright colors brightly lit religious places, illuminated houses, sweets and traditional dresses and dances and unwavering enthusiasm are the characteristics of all the festival holidays in India. Cuisine, dresses and ornaments, especially of the Indian women, with the profusion of golden, red and yellow colors, cultural and traditional performances and music, chariot and car procession of the deities and interesting folklores give the Indian festivals their universal appeal. The concept of universal brotherhood encompasses all the festivals of India and the vibrant colors, warm hospitality and infectious buoyant spirit of the Indians attract people from all over the world to take part in the Indian fairs and festivals. The information researched with this grant has been useful in putting together a second year seminar course which would open up students to the diverse culture and variety of celebrations by Indians. 
Bridgewater State College, Bridgewater, MA 02325
Second Year Seminar –SCWK 298-01 
Festivals, celebrations and cultures of India
Dr Jude Gonsalvez

Office hours this term will be Tuesdays and Thursdays 11:00 to 12:30 . Because I want to get to know all of you, I want you to feel free to come to see me anytime I am free on campus, not just during designated office hours. If I am out of the office or in another meeting, please leave me a message with the secretary or on the cork board outside my door. Appointments are always the best, and insure my undivided attention.

If you have a question after hours, please leave a message on my office phone, with the phone number at which you can be reached. Also please call me if you miss more than one class in a row. If you have a real emergency, please call me at home. 
  

Text: The official textbook for this course is Mirrorwork: 50 Years of Indian Writing, edited by Salman Rushdie and Elizabeth West, available at the Hamline bookstore used for a very reasonable price. We will also utilize various library books, articles, works of fiction, film and your own writing as the grist for our mill. As this is an activity course, please budget some extra cash for events. 

Goals of the Second Year Seminar: The overarching goals of this section of the second Year Seminar program will be to: 

-Develop a sense of community through common learning and social experiences inside and outside the classroom; 

-Be interdisciplinary in nature, to go beyond a specific discipline or department; 

-Introduce the liberal arts tradition, which is an ongoing conversation with questions that tend to remain open; 

-Develop skills of "critical" thinking: analytical, careful, open-minded. 

-Focus on oral communications, careful reading, and presentations rather than lecturing; and 

-Encourage mutual support of scholarship and learning. 

Discussion and Group work: A major emphasis in the class will be on developing some degree of sophistication in discussion and group work as a means of learning. This is not a lecture class, and because of this more responsibility of our direction will be shared. 

Organization of the Course: Because Indian culture is so broad and deep, we cannot hope to learn everything about all of it this semester. Within the first week of the course, we will decide collectively which aspects of India we wish to explore further. For each of 6 major topics, designated students will decide on preparations for the class, and will lead the seminar in learning about those topics. 

Each of you will actively plan 2 of the topic segments with other group members. I will provide suggestions for readings, outside speakers, films, discussion techniques, and writing exercises which will aid in your task, and our learning. 

We will definitely be attending certain events outside class time too, and we will keep a class calendar to handle the orchestrated schedule once we decide on topic segments. Some of these events will be optional, some required. We will try to schedule required outside events on Sunday afternoons/evenings to keep them consistent. The first optional class event is the Festival of India, Sunday, October 1, at the Landmark Center in downtown Boson in the afternoon. 

Speaking intensive assignments and examinations: 

We will be doing quite a bit of oral presentations in this class and outside the class, but there will be no term paper. Among your assignments will be: 

A. A map exam at the end of the second week. This is so you will have a common vocabulary for our explorations of the other aspects of India. 
B. A short presentation on any festival of India you have explored. 

C. A review presentation of a journal article pertaining to any celebration in India.
D. A presentations of your experience with an Indian Family.

X. For extra credit: 1. A Field trip report-to local Hindu temple, Muslim mosque, music or dance performance. 

All of the assignments must be done in a collaborative manner with the group members. No assignments will be accepted since all assignments will be planned and scheduled in advance during the first week of September. 

Grades: Grades will be determined by a point system, with the maximum points listed below. I do not grade on a "curve", and would be overjoyed to give you all A's for your excellent work! Remember that the class is a collaborative project, and that your active participation in class for another group's topic will not only help your grade but that of your classmate (and vice versa). 

I believe that criteria for grades should be as clear as possible, and we will discuss the elements of excellence for all assignments as we go along. Please come to see me if you are confused or want to know what your grade might be at any point in the class. 

A. General class participation and attendance: participation during other groups' topics as well as for outside lecturers, other required events, and in-class writing.  20 points 

B. Map test:                                                             



10 

C. A short presentation on any festival of India     



20 

D. A presentations of your experience with an Indian Family                       40 

E. Review of journal article:                                      



10 
F. Additional Bonus – Fieldtrip                                 



10
  

TOTAL                                                                 



100 points 
  

	92-100 points= A 
	70-75 points= C

	89-91  points= A- 
	66-69 points= C-

	86-88 points= B+ 
	61-65 points= D+

	81-85 points= B
	59-60 points= D

	76-80 points= B-
	51-56 points= D-

	71-75 points= C+
	below 50 points= F


Class Attendance: Every day of class which you attend, you will earn participation points. I would like to know if you are very sick or in some kind of distress, but there are no "excused" or "unexcused" absences. Rather, I give credit for attendance and active participation. This class will simply not work without your steady attendance and participation, and over half of your grade will depend on it. 
Topics for Discussion and Study:

India officially known as the republic of India is a country in south Asia. It is the second most populated country and the seventh largest country in terms of the area. It is the largest liberal democracy in the world. Home of the Indus valley civilization, India has played a major role in the human history. Hinduism, Sikhism, Jainism, Buddhism all has their origins from India while Jainism, Islam and Christianity also have a long cultural heritage in India. India’s cultural heritage throughout India’s history has managed to retain it rich and unique cultural heritage along with absorbing the customs, and traditions from the immigrants and invaders. 

Festivals, Celebrations and Cultures of India: 

Week 1:  India means “diversity and unity in diversity”. We will discus the various states and the different languages spoken by each individual in these states. You will be engaged in mapping out India.  

Home work: Read up literature online about various Indian languages and there sources. 

Week 2: We will discus the various factors contributing to the differences between each states we will brainstorm on the rich traditions and practices. We will learn about some unifying forces like Music. Music is represented in a wide variety of forms. Two main forms of classical music are Carnatic from the South of India Hindustani from the North of India. We will explore the various popular sub-classes- film music and folk music. Dance forms like the classical forms of Bharatanatyam, Kathakli, Kathak, Kuchipudi , Odissi, Manipuri.

Week 3: We will read about the various motion pictures produced in India by Indians and how the influence the population and its festivities. We will talk about the most recognizable face of Mumbai film production, which produces mainly commercial Hindi films, often referred to as Bollywood. We will also learn about the  cinema industries in Tamil, Malayalam, Bengali, Telugu and Kanada languages.  

Week 4: Religious practices of various faiths are an integral part of everyday life in society. Religion in India is a very public affair, with many practices imbued with pomp and vitality accompanying their underlying spiritual qualities. We will explore through reading and presentations by students the rich cultural and religious practices of the people in India. 

Week5: Education is highly regarded by members of every socio-economic stratum. Traditional Indian family values are highly respected, and considered sacred, although urban families have grown to prefer a nuclear family system, owing to the socio-economic constraints imposed by the traditional joint family system. We will discus the family system in India and examine the pros and corns as relevant to studying the culture of India.

Week 6: India is also known as a land of festivals. A melting pot of many religions, we will discuss and view a video on the rich diversity of festivals, many of which are celebrated irrespective of caste and creed. The most widely known and popular celebrations include the Hindu festivals of Diwali, Holi, and Pongal, the Muslim celebration of Eid. A number of festivals are common to most parts of India; however, they may be called by different names in the various parts of the country or may be celebrated in a different fashion and style or a day or two later. We will explore into this during this week’s class.

Week 7: Short Presentation of Indian Festivals. 

Week 8: Student will present their experience and analysis of a study of an Indian Family

Week 9:  The Food of India is diverse, as ingredients, spices and cooking methods vary from region to region. We will learn about the food habits and practices of Indians where Rice and wheat are the staple foods. The country is notable for its wide variety of vegetarian and Non-vegetarian food. Spicy food and sweets are popular in India. and Each festival is celebrated by a preparing and sharing a particular sweet or food. 

Week 10:  We will explore and learn the dress habits of the people of India and the rationality behind each style of dress or pattern. -The people of India wear traditional dresses  and it goes along with the festivals that is celebrated, there is always a particular attire that goes with a particular festivals and dress are vary in color and style. And it depends on various factors, including climate. 

Week 11: Hindu Festivals
Enough has been said that “Hindus celebrate everything”   So they do. we will explore theses festivities and  The birth of gods, death of Asuras, victory of the gods, marriage of the gods, the New Year, new months, full moons, new moons, harvests, birthdays, initiations, marriages, deaths, and anniversaries - you name the event, and it is reason for music, dance, processions, and whatever you want to call it. We will learn and relate the different festivals to time and periods in a year. The profusion of legends and the contradictions inherent in them is reflected in festivals too. 
Week 12:  Christian Festivals of India:

Christian festivals in the country have the entire color that is found in Indian celebrations. This is especially true of the festivals associated with particular shrines, such as Vailankanni in Tamil Nadu. They are colorful events involving thousands of people from all denominations and religions. We will learn and analyze the various forms of celebrations that developed through the years.. The pockets which were under French and Portuguese rule add the distinct features of those European countries.  

Week 13: Sikh festivals/ Holidays

We will discus Sikhism with some of the major festivals that Hindus celebrated - for instance, Holi, and to a lesser extent perhaps, Durga puja and Diwali. We will also discus the festivals unique to the Sikhs as the have little to do with worship of the divine. Instead, the events commemorate the milestones in the lives of the 10 gurus of the Sikhs and their teachings. The guru, or teacher, is the most important person in Sikhism, and is the means to gain union with God. The Sikh’ festivals are marked by the singing of gurbani, or holy songs, and readings from the holy book. We will visit one such guruduwa and listen to some music. The Sikhs are a robust and hearty people, and this reflects in the way celebrate their festivals. 
Week 14: Islamic Festivals and National Festivals:
We will discus Muharram is a day of mourning for the Shia Muslims, the Id-e-Milad ( holy day because Prophet Mohammed was born and died on this day of the Muslim calendar.) we will also discus the festival of Bakr-Id which commemorates Ibrahim's sacrifice of his son at God's command.  We will finally learn about the National Festivals (National festivals are different from the others in that the state has formal celebrations. Popularly, they are treated more as occasions to get together. India 'celebrates' four of them: Republic Day, Independence Day, Gandhi Jayanti, and Children's Day.)
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