ENGL 199

First-Year Writing Intensive Seminar

Lives in Two Languages: Autobiographic Bilingual Literacy Narratives
Julia Stakhnevich

 3 credits

Satisfies a Core Curriculum Requirement in Humanities and Multiculturalism

Course Description
This course explores the linguistic, psycholinguistic, sociolinguistic, and sociocultural aspects of bilingualism and biculturalism through the life experiences of immigrant bilingual/bicultural writers. Issues of second language acquisition, cultural and linguistic assimilation, and resistance are explored through the course readings and discussions. Students explore bilingualism as a non-static, evolutionary process permitting additional opportunities for creative self-expression in one or both of the languages. Students discuss issues of second language learning as participation in a new language community and become aware of inner conflicts that learners might experience in a new language. 

Course Organization and Assignments

The course is organized as a series of lectures/discussion sessions, with discussion questions drawn from the reading assignments. To facilitate classroom discussion, students will keep a reading journal, where they will write their reflections, responses, and comments that relate to the questions raised in the readings. Journals will be used as initial writing that will be developed into drafts for midterm and final papers. 


This is a writing-intensive course, in which students produce multiple drafts of three papers. Students will receive feedback on their drafts from the instructor and peer editors. Students will write a literacy autobiography (at least 4 pages), complete a midterm paper (at least 5 pages) on a chosen aspect of bilingualism (e.g., linguistic, psycholinguistic or sociocultural), and a final paper (at least 6 pages) charting the bilingual trajectory of a contemporary writer of their choice. As their writing manual, students will use either MLA or APA Writing Manual. 


There will be two written non-cumulative section exams.

Course Assessment
Literacy Autobiography





20%

Midterm paper







20% 
Reading journals and class participation



10%
Final paper







20%

Two Exams







30%
 


Required Texts


Hoffman, Eva. Lost in Translation: A Life in a New Language. New York: Penguin     

Books, 1989.

Myers-Scotton, Carol. Multiple Voices: An Introduction to Bilingualism. Malden, MA:  

Blackwell, 2005. 

Rodriguez, Richard. Hunger of Memory: The Education of Richard Rodriguez. Boston: 

Bantham, 1982.


Tentative Syllabus (15 week??s)
 

1. Intro to the Course: Bilingualism and Their Languages
HW:
Myers-Scotton: Chapter 1


2. Dimentions of Bilingualism: The Society and the Individual 
The Standard and the Dialect
HW:
Myers-Scotton: Chapter 2 
 
3. Sociolinguistic Dimensions of Bilingualism
What Factors Promote Bilingualism?
HW:
Myers-Scotton: Chapter 3 
 
 
4. Paper 1 is due.
Language Maintenance and Shift
HW: 
Myers-Scotton: Chapter 4 

5. Ideology and Attitudes
HW: 
Myers-Scotton: Chapter 5

6. The Social Motivation for Language Use in Interpersonal Interaction
HW: 
Myers-Scotton: Chapter 6

7. Review for Midterm

8. Midterm 
Topics for Paper 2 are due.


9. Intercultural Communication
HW: 
Myers-Scotton: Chapter 7

10. Lexical Borrowing
HW: 
Myers-Scotton: Chapter 8 

11. Draft 1 of Paper 2 is due. 
Peer Writing Conference on Paper 2
HW:
Revise and edit Paper 2

12. Code-Switching, Creoles, and Pidgins
HW: 
Myers-Scotton: Chapter 9

13. Psycholinguistics and Bilingualism
HW: 
Myers-Scotton: Chapter 10

14. Age and Bilingual Development
HW:
Myers-Scotton: Chapter 11
 

Kellman: "Translingualism and the Literary Imagination" (on reserve)

15. Literacy, Bilingualism, and Translingualism
HW: 
Hoffman: Part 1
 

Pavlenko, A. & Lantolf, J. P. (2000). Second language learning as  
Participation and the (re)construction of selves. (on reserve)

16. Literacy Narratives and Bilingualism: Eva Hoffman
HW:
Hoffman: Part 2


17. Topics for Paper 3 are due.
Literacy Narratives and Bilingualism: Richard Rodriguez
HW:
Rodriguez: Parts 1 -3

18. Literacy Narrative and Literary Bilingualism
HW:
Rodriguez: Parts 4-6

19. Language Policy and Globalization
HW:
Myers-Scotton: Chapter 12

20. Draft 1 of Paper 3 is due. 


21. Individual Conferences with the Instructor on Paper 3

22. Individual Conferences with the Instructor on Paper 3


23. Student Presentations of Paper 3

24. Student Presentations of Paper 3
      HW: 
Ogulnick: "Looking for the God of Language" by Christina Kotchemidova 
 

(on reserve)
25. Putting it All Together: Bilingualism, Society, and the Individual
      Review for Final Exam

26. Final Exam
Bilingual/Bicultural Writers: A Partial List
(Students may choose either from this list or propose other bilingual/bicultural writers as their focus for the final paper. Topics for final papers must be submitted to the instructor for approval.)


Chinua Achebe
Julia Alvarez
Mary Antin
Sven Birkerts
Joseph Brodsky
Elias Canetti
Sandra Cisneros
Ariel Dorfman
Eva Hoffman
Eugene Ionesco
Kazuo Ishiguro
Milan Kundera
Natasha Lvovich
Andrei Makine
Czeslaw Milosz
Vladimir Nabokov
Elena Poniatowska
Ayn Rand
Ilan Stavans
Tom Stoppard
Tzvetan Todorov
Elza Triolet
Marina Tsvetaeva
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