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Knowledge and Education in the Islamic World

HIST-495, Spring 2008
(DRAFT)

Instructor: Keith Lewinstein

Office Hours: Mondays, 3-4 (and by appointment), 232 Tillinghast.

Contact: klewinstein@bridgew.edu; x2774

This colloquium focuses on Islamic religious education both in the medieval and the modern periods.  How has knowledge been valued and transmitted by Muslims in different times and places?  How do Muslim educational practices and institutions reflect broader developments within different Muslim societies?  What impact has modernization had on religious education in the Egypt, Iran, Turkey, and South Asia?  How have Muslim minorities in the West adapted older institutions to suit new environments?
Required Purchases
Ruthven, M., Islam: A Very Short Introduction.
Hefner, R. and Zamin, M.Q., Schooling Islam.

Eickelman, D., Knowledge and Power in Morocco.

Mottahedeh, R., The Mantle of the Prophet.
Course Requirements

1. Attendance, preparation, class participation.  Classes will be a mixture of lecture and discussion.  Because we will meet only once a week, and much of your grade is based on thoughtful participation, attendance is vital, and I expect you to attend every session.  If you miss two classes I will dock your final grade by half a letter; if you miss three, the penalty will be a grade-and-a-half.  A fourth absence – constituting more than one-third of our meetings - will result in an automatic failure.  Please note that I do not distinguish between excused and unexcused absences.  

2. Two-page weekly writing assignments.  These “think pieces” should address the questions on the syllabus on the basis of that week’s reading.  You must write 5 of these over the course of the semester, and at least two of them must be for units II-V on the syllabus.  Because these papers are meant to facilitate discussion, I cannot – under any circumstances - accept late papers, or papers from anyone who misses class that week.  Papers will be collected at the start of class each week.  I will deduct half a grade from your final course grade for each missing assignment. 

3. Observation report: You will observe a class taught at the Islamic Center of New England (in Quincy) and write a 4-5 page report describing the content and method of instruction used.

4. Final exam, in which you will be asked to identify and write brief paragraphs about key concepts covered in the course.

5. 10-12-page term paper, due at the final exam. Topics will be distributed mid-semester, and drafts will be due on April 25.  I will meet with each student individually during the final week of term to go over their draft in detail.  The final two class meetings will be devoted to student presentations of their research and peer criticism.  

Calculation of course grade: course participation and weekly writing assignments (20%); observation report (20%); final exam (20%); term paper (40%).
I. General Background
Required Reading  
Ruthven, Islam (entire).

II. Law and Legal Scholars in Classical Islam


A. Discussion: Reading legal texts

B. Background Lecture: State and authority in early Islam


Required Reading
Rippin, Muslims, 83-96.

Robinson, “Knowledge, its Transmission, and the Making of Muslim Societies,” 
208-41.

Bulliet, Islam: A View From the Edge, 81-114.
Ibn Rushd, Distinguished Jurist’s Primer, extracts.

Ibn Hajar, Tahdhib al-Tahdhib, extracts.
III. Knowledge as Ritual


A. Discussion: How was learning a religious activity?

B. Background Lecture: The Post-‘Abbasid Middle East

Required Reading


Lindsay, Daily Life in the Medieval Islamic World, 194-97.

Jackson, “Discipline and Duty in a Medieval Muslim Elementary School,” 18-32.


Melchert, “The Etiquette of Learning in the Early Islamic Study Circle,” 33-44.


Berkey, “Tradition, Innovation, and the Social Construction of Knowledge,” 38-

65.


Chamberlain, Knowledge and Social Practice in Medieval Damascus, 125-51.


Hanna, In Praise of Books, 79-138.


Pedersen, The Arabic Book, 20-71, 113-30.


Buckley (trans.), The Book of the Market Inspector.

Zarnuji, Instruction to the Student, 28-37, 46-54.
IV. The Medieval Madrasa

A. Discussion: Were madrasas proto-universities?

B. Background Lecture: The medieval Islamic city as a historical problem

Required Reading

Berkey, “Madrasas Medieval and Modern,” in Schooling Islam, 40-60.


Berkey, The Transmission of Knowledge in Medieval Cairo.

Chamberlain, Knowledge and Social Practice in Medieval Damascus, 69-90.


Bulliet, Islam: The View from the Edge, 145-68.


Bulliet, Patricians of Nishapur, 47-60.

V. Scholars, the Social Order, and the Medieval State


A. Discussion:  Did medieval Damascus, Nishapur, and Cairo have anything in common?

B. Background Lecture: Colonial Power and Early Reformist Ideas 


Required Reading


Lindsay, Daily Life in the Medieval Islamic World, 87-137.

Berkey, The Transmission of Knowledge in Medieval Cairo.

Bulliet, Patricians of Nishapur, 61-81.


Chamberlain, Knowledge and Social Practice in Medieval Damascus, 108-25.

VI. Early Modern Reformers and the Madrasa 

A. Discussion: Why was Taha Hussein dissatisfied?

B. Background Lecture: Clerics and Shahs in modern Iranian history

Required Reading
Hussein, The Days.
Reid, Cairo University and the Making of Modern Egypt.

Crecelius, “Non-ideological responses of the Egyptian ulama to modernization,” 

167-209.

Eickelman, Knowledge and Power, 37-134.

VII. The Making of a Mullah: Education and Politics in Iran

A. Discussion: Is Ali Hashemi a distinctively Iranian character?

B. Background Lecture: The Arab military state and the madrasa

Required Reading
Mottahedeh, Mantle, entire.

VIII. The State, Religious Education, and Islamism in the Arab World

A. Discussion: The State, madrasas, and Islamism in Egypt
B. Background Lecture: Turkish Secularism and Islam

Required  Reading


Zeghal, “The ‘Recentering’ of Religious Knowledge and Discourse…in 


Twentieth-Century Egypt,” in Schooling Islam, 107-30.

Kepel, Prophet and Pharaoh.

Zeghal, “Religion and politics in Egypt: the Ulema of al-Azhar, Radical Islam, and the State (1952-94), 371-99.

Eickelman, “Madrasas in Morocco,” in Schooling Islam, 131-48.

IX. Religion and State in Turkey from Ataturk to Erdogan

A. Discussion: Religious Education in a Secular State

B. Background Lecture: Islam and State in South Asia


Required Reading

Findley, “Knowledge and Education in the Modern Middle East,” 130-54.


Bulliet, The Case for Islamo-Christian Civilization, 135-61.


Mardin, “Religion and Secularism in Turkey,” 347-73.


Agai, “Islam and Education in Secular Turkey,” in Schooling Islam, 149-71.

X. South Asia


A. Discussion: When are today’s madrasas “traditional,” and when are they “radical”?


B. Background Lecture: Islamic Education Outside of the Muslim World

Required Reading

Metcalf, “‘Traditionalist’ Islamic Activism: Deoband, Tablighis, and Talibs,” 53-

66.

Zaman, “Tradition and authority in Deobandi madrasas,” in Schooling Islam, 61-

85.

Dalrymple, “Inside Islam’s ‘Terror Schools,’” http://www.newstatesman.com/200503280010.

Rahman, Islamic Modernity, 43-83.
Bergen and Pandy, “The Madrasa Myth,” at http://www.nytimes.com/2005/06/14/opinion/14bergen.html.

XI. Islamic Religious Education in the West


A. How has the American environment transformed Islamic education?

Required Reading

Smith, Islam in America.

Barazangi, “Islamic Education in the United States and Canada,” 157-76.


Voll, “Islamic Issues for Muslims in the United States,” 205-16.


Haddad and Esposito, “The Dynamics of Islamic Identity in North America,” at 

http://arabworld.nitle.org/texts.php?module_id=9&reading_id=71&sequence=1
Pipes, Militant Islam Reaches America.
XII. Student Presentations
