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We received a joint grant for our work on creating an online assessment tool for Phil 111 Foundations of Logical Reasoning, a course designed to fill the logical reasoning skill of the new Core Curriculum.  
Our project, the assessment and enhancement of the Foundations of Logical Reasoning component of the new Core Curriculum, is a large-scale endeavor.  This grant supported our work in the second phase of what we conceive as a three phase process.

In the first phase of the project (Spring and Fall 2006), we developed and administered to all students in all sections of PHIL 111 Foundations of Logical Reasoning an experimental assessment tool comprised of a Pre-Test and a Post-Test for use with a Scantron machine. We learned quite a lot from this experiment, most notably that we needed a much more sophisticated means of administering and grading the tests insofar as use of the Scantron machine is unduly cumbersome for use with over 750 students in 33 or more sections each semester.

For the second phase of the project we began by administering the post test on Blackboard to selected sections in May 2007.  Over the summer we fine-tuned the process.  This fall, we successfully administered the pre-test to over 1000 students in all sections of Phil 111. We are currently in the process of producing aggregate figures for internal analysis and program improvement along with producing assessment reports for the Core Curriculum Steering Committee.
Meanwhile, we have also begun work developing a more sophisticated question set tied much more closely to the educational outcomes as specified in the Core Curriculum.  We have completed a draft question set which is under review by the entire Philosophy Department.
