Dr. Luci Fortunato

History Department

     Bridgewater State College

Completion Report of Faculty/Librarian Presidential Grant 2006

My work in fulfillment of the Faculty/Librarian Presidential Grant 2006 resulted in two new courses: a freshman seminar HIST 199 titled “Reading Renaissance Florence” and a History Colloquium capstone course HIST 495 titled “Religious and Ethnic Violence in European History.”  A brief description of my activities and  the syllabi created follow.

In the preparation of the freshman seminar I reread the core texts initially proposed and engaged in bibliographical research on newer publications as well as relevant scholarly websites (e.g. DecameronWeb) from which I chose additional readings and activities for the course.  While in Italy during the summer I took the opportunity to take some time in Florence to visit sites associated with the course texts such as Fiesole, the setting of the Decameron,  as well as to visit museums whose holdings I plan to include in the course instruction.  Locally, I have conversed and made arrangements with the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum to run a seminar session there.  I have projected a variety of writing assignments for the seminar students aimed at contemporaneously developing their reading and writing skills for success in college; these range from deep textual explications to more global readings of secondary source essays and selections from monographs to identify and critique the theses of scholarly writing.  The resulting course, as the syllabus that follows indicates, asks students to “read” a range of literary, artistic and historical genres to become familiar with the processes and craft of historical and critical writing, to evaluate the usefulness and limitations of kinds of evidence for understanding the past, and to consider the historical issues and conditions prevalent in Renaissance Florence in counterpoint with our contemporary world.
My work for the capstone colloquium began with an extensive bibliographical search for subtopics and texts to examine the theme of religious and ethnic violence (and its flip side of toleration and coexistence) in Europe from the Middle Ages to the present..  I selected texts for student core readings that will divide the course chronologically roughly into two halves.  The first part of the course will treat ethnic and religious identities and cultural and political conflict primarily in southern France and Spain and secondarily in Italy and in the Mediterranean world generally.  Attention will focus on heretics, Jews, and Moslems within the dynamics of the political and religious issues of the period from the eighth through the fourteenth centuries.  The second half of the course will move through the early modern and modern eras in the broader global context (the Mediterranean region and colonial territories beyond Europe) and return ultimately to consider issues of ethnicity, race and political identity in twentieth-century and twenty first-century Europe, issues which include but are not limited to the Holocaust, the place of gypsies in European society, and racial, religious, and ethnic violence linked to problems of integration and, finally, micronational aspirations of diverse ethnic groups in tension with the emerging supranational entity of the European Union.  Student assignments as the general syllabus outline that follows indicates will require both collaborative reading and research assignments  and presentations and two substantive research essays on topics of student choice related to each half of the course. 
HIST 199-001 Reading Renaissance Florence: A Freshman Writing Seminar 
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Office phone: 508.531.2412
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SYLLABUS

REQUIRED TEXTS:
Boccaccio, Giovanni.  The Decameron.  Trans. Mark Bondanella.  N.Y.: Penguin, 1982.

Brucker,  Gene.  The Society of Renaissance Florence: A Documentary Study.  RSART  8 

     Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1997. 

Machiavelli, Niccolò.  The Prince.  N.Y:  Penguin, 1999.

Petrarca, Francesco.  Selections from the Canzoniere and Other Works.  Trans. and ed. 

     Mark Musa.  N.Y.:  Oxford University Press,  1985.
Pico della Mirandola, Giovanni.  Oration on the Dignity of Man.  Washington, D.C.:  

     Regnery, 1956.

Turner, A. Richard.  Renaissance Florence: The Invention of a New Art.  Upper Saddle 

     River, N.J.:  Prentice Hall, 1997.
Plus occasional readings from other texts as indicated below.

Course description:
This freshman seminar will explore the society and culture of Florence, Italy, birthplace of Renaissance Humanism--and subsequently of the western Humanities--through the lens of selected primary and secondary source texts including archival documents, literature and art.  Students will write a series of explications, reflective essays, and research reports on questions and themes stemming from their readings.  Among the literary authors whose works will be considered are Dante Alighieri, Francesco Petrarca, Giovanni Boccaccio, Pico della Mirandola, and Niccolò Machiavelli.  In addition to speaking to the conditions of the Renaissance itself, the text and visual sources will challenge students to think and write about such diverse persistent questions and issues as the personal and civic value and uses of an understanding of history, the nature and ethics of political power, problems and control of violence in society, socially-constructed notions of gender roles and values, human responses to natural disasters, and conceptualizations of human dignity and individualism.

DUE DATE
CLASS TOPIC

          . . .READING/WRITING ASSIGNMENTS DUE

W 9/6

Parlami di Firenze.  Introduction to Reading and Writing Renaissance 



Florence.

F 9/8

The Italian Renaissance: What was it?   Traditional and Revisionist 

*1

Readings.  . . .  Brucker essay:  “The Italian Renaissance”.  Reading for 



thesis and evidence writing exercise .

M 9/11

The City of Florence: Cradle of the Renaissance  . . . read: Turner 6-33 



and  Internet exercise

W 9/13

“Nel mezzo del cammin . . .”:  Life as Pilgrimage.  Transitioning from 



Medieval to Renaissance Florence in Life, Words and Images



. . . reading selections from Dante Alighieri’s Vita Nuova,  De Monarchia, 



and  Divine Comedy.  The Florentine Duomo fresco of Dante.     
F 9/15

Dante continued . . . writing exercise : explication de texte

*2

M 9/18

Francesco Petrarca:  Why Study the Past?  Evaluating the Past. . . . read:  



Petrarch, Introduction and “Letter to Posterity,” ix-10

W 9/20

Why Study the Past?  “Education’s Great Amnesia” (Proctor):  Answers 

*3

from the Renaissance for Today . . . read: excerpts from Proctor’s 



Defining the Humanities  and writing exercise on argumentation

F 9/22

Between Two Worlds—the Pulls of Religion and Secularism (attempts to 



reconcile the vita contemplative and the vita attiva on the eve 



of the Renaissance and today) . . . read: Petrarch, “Ascent of Mt. 



Ventoux,” 11-20

M 9/25

Rime sparse.  Is it better to have loved and lost than never to have loved at 



all? Petrarch’s poetry from Courtly Love to the Donna Angelicata against 



the backdrop of the “calamitous” fourteenth century . . . read:  Petrarch, 



Canzoniere, 21-78

W 9/27  
Petrarch essays due.  Discussion and critique of central questions in the 

*4

life and writing of Petrarch.  Essay writing exercise on the use of literary 



primary sources for the study of history.

F 9/29

Pandemic!  Disease in History.  The Black Death recounted in Literature, 



historical records, art and music . . . read: Boccaccio, Decameron xxi-24; 



consult accounts of “Plague” on DecameronWeb 



http://www.brown.edu/Departments/ItaliaStudies/dweb 

M 10/2

Docere et delectare (To teach and to delight): The Decameron’s “ideal” 



brigata and the gardens of the cornice as locus amoenus.  Aristocratic 



social, intellectual and moral ideals in Renaissance Florence . . . read: 



frame poems and garden settings to be assigned in class

W 10/4

 Real and Ideal in Renaissance Italy: Beliefs, Attitudes, Social Conditions 



and Material Realities. . . read: Decameron Days 1 and 2 Reading and 



writing for a thematic thread exercise.

  This exercise asserts (with some caveats) that literature can offer a 

window onto an age.  Each student will follow one theme in reading the Decameron and compose an essay with a clear thesis about the theme—its IDEALS and REALITIES in Renaissance Italy as conveyed through Boccaccio’s novelle.  Students are responsible for reading and discussing the tales for each class as indicated with these themes in mind.  Students will be assigned to be discussion leaders and moderators in imitation of the brigata for each class session.  Additional supporting resources may be found through the DecameronWeb.  The full list of themes to be considered follows:




Religion




Anti-clericalism and the clergy




Jews and Moslems




Sex




Love




Women

Courtly Love




Honor (male and female)




Fortune




Nobility




Hypocrisy




City life

Wit

Avarice

Mercy and Cruelty

Tricks

Geography and travel

Architecture and domestic space

Emotions (especially melancholy)

Misogynism

Deception

Death

Gardens

Piracy

War

City/Countryside

Social class attitudes

and others???

F 10/6

Seminar discussion of novelle and themes continues. . . Decameron, Days 



3 and 4

M 10/9 
COLUMBUS DAY --  NO CLASS

W 10/11
Decameron discussion continues. . . Decameron, Days 5 and 6

F 10/13
Decameron discussion continues. . .  Decameron Days 7 and 8

M 10/16
Decameron discussion continues. . .  Decameron Days 9 and 10

W 10/18
Boccaccio after the fourteenth century in painting, poetry, and film . . . 



“Bocca Baciata” and other paintings and illustrations inspired by the 



Decameron;  Coleridge’s  poem“The Garden of Boccaccio”; 20th and 21st-



century film versions of the Decameron

F 10/20             Thematic essays on the Decameron due . . . writing workshop/peer 

*5

critique

M 10/23
Florence from the Archives:  Testing Boccaccio’s “fiction” against “real” 



historical documents.  Economic “realities”  . . .  read: Brucker Part I and 



sample the Catasto of 1428 (tax records) on-line

N.B.  A thematic essay based on Brucker documents will be due on 

Monday 11/6; the essay must discuss the kind of documents used to learn 

about the selected aspect of Florentine society and the uses and limitations 

of such documents for historians

W 10/25
Family and Collectivities in Renaissance Florence . . . read:  Brucker Parts 



II and 
III

F 10/27 
Women and the family . . . read:  handout“Alessandra Strozzi 1408-1471.  


The Eventful Life of a Florentine Matron” and excerpts from Leon 



Battista Alberti’s Della famiglia

M 10/30
Violence, Crime and Punishment in Renaissance Florence . . . Brucker 



Parts IV and V 

W 11/1

Public Morality and People on the Margins . . . Brucker Parts VI and VII

F 11/3

Florentine Material Viewed through Art . . . Turner chs. 2 and 3

M 11/6

Religious Perspectives and Urban and Patrician Space . . . Turner chs. 4 

*6

and 5; archival source essay due

W 11/8

Home Economics: Religious and Merchant Houses . . . Turner ch 6

F 11/10
NO CLASS --  VETERANS’ DAY 

M 11/13
The Gods of Florence and Florentine Neo-Platonism . . . Turner ch. 7: 



focus on Michelangelo’s David and Botticelli

W 11/15
ISABELLA STEWART GARDNER MUSEUM [or Sat. 11/18] . . . 

*7

Museum assignment:  Art as a window on the age.

F 11/17 
“ This our chameleon”:  Florentine Neo-Platonism and the Dignity of Man 



exercise in “deep reading” and reference research to understand the 



classical mental world of Florentine  
humanists and 
Ciceronian modes of 



argumentation. . . read Pico vii-xx, 3-13 and complete deep reading and 



reference exercise as assigned

M  11/20
 A further consideration of Pico’s view of “Man” . . . Pico 14-69; 

*8

explication of passage and reference research due

W 11/22
Once again: why study the past?  Pico’s Renaissance vision of humans vs. 



the 21st century—continuities and discontinuities . . . Considerations of  



Leonardo Da Vinci’s “Vitruvian Man”, Michelangelo’s “David” and  the 


Sistine 
“Creation of Adam” vs. Giacometti’s human sculpture and e.e. cummings “Space being (don’t forget to remember) curved”

THANKSGIVING

M 11/27
A Different Florence: 1492-1530 . . . read: “Living on the Edge in 

*9

Renaissance Florence” writing exercise on thesis, evidence, assessment

W 11/29
The Political and Humanistic World of Machiavelli’s Florence . . .  view 



video on Machiavelli and read Machiavelli’s letter to his friend Vettori at



http://www.j-bradford-delong.net/Politics/Vettori.html 
F 12/1

The Political Scene in Renaissance Italy: Kinds of City-States . . . 



Machiavelli, Prince chs. 1-3

M 12/4

Virtu and Fortuna:  Acquiring and Ruling Italian Renaissance City-States . 



. . Machiavelli, Prince chs 4-10

W 12/6

Strength and Defense of the City-State . . . Machiavelli’s Prince chs 4-10; 



 Art of War at http://www.press.uchicago.edu/Misc/Chicago/500403.html 

 and sample the full text at http://www.constitution.org/mac/artofwar7.txt
F 12/8

Praise and Blame.  Or How to discern human nature and be a successful 



ruler . . . Machiavelli, Prince chs 15-19, 21-23

M 12/11
Realpolitik?  The Prince as prescriptive text: satiric? immoral? amoral? or 



polemic to inspire a renewal of civic virtu?.  . . . Machiavelli, Prince chs. 



24-26

W 12/13
The equivocation of “Paese” from “Campanilismo” to Nationalism to 



the European Union: Politics and Identity on the Italian Peninsula from the

Renaissance to the Present 

Final exam session—as scheduled by the college

*10

Final essays/presentations due.  Reflective essay on the uses of the study 



of the Renaissance past for today’s world drawn from Pico or Machiavelli

In addition to reading and occasional Internet research assignments that will provide the basis for oral discussion and informal class presentations students are required to complete 10 writing assignments the due dates for which are numbered and indicated by an asterisk.

Assignment criteria and length guidelines will be provided in class.  Most assignments will require submissions of 2-3 pages maximum with the exceptions of assisgnment 5 on a theme from the Decameron and Assignment 10 on themes from Pico or Machiavelli which should not exceed 5-6 pages.

Course grading rubric:

*1=5%  TEA (identifying thesis, evidence, assessment assignment)

*2=5% explication de texte

*3=10% TEA essay; arguing/defending a position

*4=10% essay using restricted primary source evidence

*5=15% thematic essay culling evidence from substantial text sources

*6=10%  analysing archival documents

*7=5%    using art/visual sources as historical evidence

*8=10%  explication de texte with research to explain cultural references

*9=5%   TEA (identifying thesis, evidence, assessment assignment)

*10=15%  thematic essay culling evidence from substantial text sources

+10% for participation in seminar discussions/presentations 

= 100% potential course grade

HIST 495-004  
Colloquium:  Religious and Ethnic Violence in European History

Bridgewater State College                                                                                 Fall 2006

Mondays 3:15 p.m.-5:50 p.m.




          Hunt Hall 217





Instructor: Luci M. Fortunato, Ph.D.





Professor of European History





Tillinghast Hall 222





office phone: 508.531.2412





e-mail: lfortunato@bridgew.edu





 SYLLABUS
Required texts in order of use:
Lambert, Malcolm.  _The Cathars_  Malden, MA: Blackwell, 1998.  ISBN 


063120959X

Audisio, Gabriel.  _Waldensian Dissent: Persecution and Survival, c. 1170-c. 1570_  


Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999.  0521559847

O’Callaghan, Joseph F.  _Reconquest and Crusade in Medieval Spain_ Philadelphia:

University of Pennsylvania Press, 2003.  ISBN 0812218892

Menocal, Rosa Maria  _The Ornament of the World: How Muslims, Jews, and Christians 


Created a Culture of Tolerance in Medieval Spain_ N.Y.: Back Bay Books, 2002.

 ISBN 
0316168718

Nirenberg, David.  _Communities of Violence: Persecution of Minorities in the Middle 


Ages_  Princeton: Princeton University Press reprint, 1993.  ISBN 069105889X

Davis, Robert C.  _Christian Slaves, Muslim Masters: Slavery in the Mediterranean, the 


Barbary Coast and Italy, 1500-1800_.  N.Y.: Palgrave Macmillan, 2003  ISBN 


1403945519

Cohen, William.  French Encounter with Africans: White Response to Blacks, 1530-


1880_  Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1980.  ISBN 0253216508

Cheyette, Bruan and Nadia Valman eds.  _Image of the Jew in European Liberal Culture, 


1789-1914_  Portland, OR: Vallentine Mitchell Publishers, 2004.   ISBN 


0853035172

Fraser, Angus.  _The Gypsies_ 2nd ed. London:  Blackwell, 1995.  ISBN  0631196056

Mann, Michael  _The Dark Side of Democracy: Explaining Ethnic Cleansing_  


Cambridge:  Cambridge University Press, 2005.  ISBN 0521538548

Due Date

Class topic


                        . . .  Assignment du

M 9/11


Why this course?  Why now?  Course introduction and historical 




background.  Legacies of tolerance and intolerance in the ancient 




world

MEDIEVAL AND EARLY MODERN EUROPE

M 9/18


Heresy and persecution from within medieval western Christianity:

The Cathars and the Albigensian Crusade . . . Lambert, Cathars

Discussion leaders:

Group A chs. 1-3; geography and selected oral topic presentations

Group B chs. 4-7 geography and selected oral topic presentations

Group C chs 8-12 geography and selected oral topic presentations

Epilogue general discussion. 

M 9/25


Waldensians




Discussion leaders:




Group B chs. 1-3 geography and selected oral presentations




Group C chs. 4-6  geography and selected oral presentations




Group A chs. 7-9 and conclusion; geography and oral presentations

M 10/2


Tolerence in Moorish Spain . . .  Ornament of the World




Discussion leaders:




Group C  pp. 5-112;  geography and selected oral presentations




Group A pp. 112-216; geography and selected oral presentations




Group B pp.  216-283; geography and selected oral presentations

M 10/9  

COLUMBUS DAY  -- NO CLASS

M 10/16

Reconquista . . . Reconquest and Crusade in Medieval Spain




Individual chapter leaders and related topical presentations

M 10/23

Communities of Violence: Jews, Muslims and other marginal 




Groups




Individual chapter leaders and related topical presentations

M 10/30

White Slavery in the Mediterranean, the Barbary Coast and Italy 




1500-1800 . . .Christian Slaves, Muslim Masters




Discussion Leaders: 

Group A Part I

Group B Part II

Group C Part III

MID-SEMESTER PAPER AND PRESENTATIONS DUE

MODERN EUROPE AND THE WORLD

M 11/6


The French Encounter with Africans




Discussion leaders:




Group B chs. 1-3; geography and selected oral presentations




Group C chs. 4-6; geography and selected oral presentations




Group A chs. 7-9; geography and selected oral presentations

M 11/13

The Image of Jews in European Liberal Culture 1789-1914




Individual presentations of assigned essay chapters




PLUS discussion and debate of historians’ assessments of the 




Dreyfus Affair (Xeroxed handout packet)

M 11/20

Romany: A People without a Country . . . Gypsies




Discussion leaders:




Group C chs. 1-3; geography and selected oral presentations




Group A chs 4-6; geography and selected oral presentations




Group B chs. 7-9; geography and selected oral presentations




PLUS: music analysis “Notre Dame de Paris”  Cocciante

M 11/27

Early historical accounts of genocide . . . The Dark Side of 




Democracy I:  Experiences from Europe to the New 




World  . . .  read:  Mann, 1-111




Group A:  Discussion leaders; geography and selected oral 




presentations


M  12/4

Dark Side of Democracy II:  Genocide from Armenia through the 




Holocaust . . . read:  Mann 111-317




Group B: Discussion leaders; geography and selected oral 




presentations

M 12/11

Dark Side of Democracy III:  Europe and Beyond . . . read: 

Mann  318-501

Group C: Discussion leaders: geography and selected oral 

presentations

Exam schedule set by the college:




Contemporary Issues in Religious and Ethnic conflict . . . read: 




Mann 502-530 

Individual presentations of current issues of religious and ethnic 

conflict in Europe and the world as they pertain to Europe

FINAL PAPER/PRESENTATIONS DUE

COURSE GRADE RUBRIC:

Weekly discussion and brief presentations first half of the semester     = 30%

6-8 page paper on a topic from the medieval through early modern era = 20%

Weekly discussion and brief presentations second half of the semester = 30%

6-8 page paper on a topic from 1789 through the twentieth century      = 20%

GENERAL ASSIGNMENT GUIDELINES:

Weekly presentations should be based on one of the following:

Historical geographical/cartographical research and sources

SCHOLARLY ACADEMIC or similar Internet sources

Primary sources and explication

Biographical account beyond mere encyclopedic narrative

Academic journal article with attention to thesis, evidence and assessment

The mid-term and final papers must be problem-centered papers; that is, they must explore a significant interpretational question germane to the paper’s topic.  Bibliographical resources must include at least one of each of the following:

--a specialized reference source

--scholarly academic journal article

--monograph

--relevant secondary sources

--scholarly [NOT commercial or encyclopedic] Internet source

All assignments should be double spaced and follow Turabian stylesheet format.

