SYLLABUS—ECON199 First Year Seminar 
Fall 2006:  Monday and Wednesday, 10:10-11:00 am
Current Enrollment: 19 students 
Instructor Name:  Dr. Margaret Brooks

Course Title: Crashes, Disasters, and Wars

Course Description: Do you ever slow down to look when there’s an accident on the road? Have you ever wondered about the economic impact of Hurricane Katrina, or of the true cost of the 9-11 terrorist attack? If so, you will be interested in this seminar, which takes an “economic look” at diverse catastrophic events including hurricanes, earthquakes, wars, and real estate/stock market crashes. We will explore the impact of these events on jobs, on our ability to produce goods and services, and on related aspects such as crime and poverty.  We will also discuss what the government can do to help.       

 Course Objectives: The course will help students to develop fluency in written expression through written assignments/papers which will total at least 15 pages. Students will improve their reading comprehension and skill through reading texts and articles relating to historical and current events. Students will participate in some group assignments that will develop collaborative skills. They will also do some independent work, including a final paper, which will enable them to refine their research skills. Students will use technology in this seminar through the use of Blackboard and Internet sources. It is a web-assisted course, and it fulfills Distribution Area credits in the area of Social Science.   

Grading: The course work will be weighted as follows: 2 mid-term examinations (25% each); lab assignments (25%); a 5-page final research paper (25%). 

Office: Hunt Hall, Economics Department Office, Chair's Office, 1st floor 

Fax: 508-531-6167 

Telephone: 508-531-1716 x2289 

:E-Mail: (best way) mbrooks@bridgew.edu 

Office Hours: I will be available on Mondays 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. and Thursdays 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. in the Economics Office in Hunt. I am also available by email and by appointment. 
  
MATERIALS NEEDED FOR COURSE

1 One-inch, three-ring binder

5 Dividers with tabs

1 Three-hole punch

1 Package of lined paper 

 Scotch tape

Name Card (bring to each class)

            

Tabs marked as:

Class Notes and Articles

My Articles 

My Assignments

My Group Work

My Research Paper

 
COURSE SCHEDULE 

Wed. Sept. 6 --Introductions & Course Overview

Mon. Sept. 11 and Wed. Sept. 13--Terrorist Attacks 

Mon. Sept. 18 and Wed. Sept. 20 --Drought and Famine 

Mon. Sept. 25 and Wed. Sept. 27--Hurricanes and Floods

Mon. Oct. 2--No Class Yom Kippur 

Wed. Oct. 4--"Stop and Breathe" Session 1--Commonalities among disasters studied so far--Also Paper Title and Topic Sentence Due  

Mon. Oct. 9--No Class Columbus Day  

Wed. Oct. 11--Exam #1

Mon. Oct. 16 and Wed. Oct. 18--Stock Market Crashes

Mon. Oct. 23 and Wed. Oct. 25-- Real Estate Crashes

Mon. Oct. 30 and Wed. Nov. 1--Recessions and Depressions 

Mon. Nov. 6 --Computer Viruses and Crashes   

Wed. Nov. 8--No class--Friday classes meet on Wednesday this week at BSC

Mon. Nov. 13 and Wed. Nov. 15--Automobile, Airplane and Crashes, Boat Sinkings

Mon. Nov. 20--Diseases including AIDS, bird flu, plagues

Wed. Nov. 22 -- Massive Fires

Mon. Nov. 27 --"Stop and Breathe" Session 2--Commonalities among disasters studied so far--Also Paper outline and bibliography due.   

Wed. Nov. 29 -- Exam #2

Mon. Dec. 4  -- Negligent Construction Disasters

Wed. Dec. 6 and Mon. Dec. 11 -- Wars

Wed. Dec. 13--Last class--Students share their paper results with class and hand in papers.
