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“Doing History/Methods Course”

As I began the work outlined in my proposal, it quickly became apparent that before I could develop a specific methods course in history that might enhance undergraduate research, our department needed to have a full discussion about our overall curriculum and then specifically, whether or not we wanted to offer such a course and/or require it for our majors.  

Steps completed:

1. Spring 2006

Disseminated Prof. Tom Turner and my report from the Undergraduate Research Retreat  
Disseminated my proposal for the course development grant

2. Spring 2006

Discussed the proposal and requested that the department authorize me to go forward with my course development proposal at department meeting

After some discussion which raised a variety of key questions and concerns, the department gave me the support to go forward with the research and review.
3. Summer 2006

Researched courses and requirements for methods courses at other institutions

Conducted a reference search

Searched for discussion threads related to this topic within our professional journals

4. September 2006

Devised and distributed a short (4 question) survey to the department about whether to require such a course, if so, the rationale, suggested components and outcomes of such a course; and if not, why not.

5. September 2006

Created a file for the department which included the collated responses to the survey, a list of resources, and sample syllabi of like courses.
6. October 2006 – 

Department will continue discussion as part of a larger discussion about our curriculum, especially as it relates to the new Core Curriculum.
History Methods Course
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H-net  Discussion Thread  February  1995

Historical Methods in the Survey  (attached)

This is a great discussion that echoes many of our discussions and offers some interesting perspectives

Sample Syllabi  (attached)

These syllabi include methods courses at a variety of institutions

Organization of American Historians, Council of Chairs Newsletter

Issue 6,   “The History Curriculum” (attached)

Issue 4,   “Fostering Undergraduate Research and Writing” (attached)
