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PHED 199: MEDIA COVERAGE OF SPORT: FACT, FICTION OR FANTASY?
Description of the assignment:  

In this assignment, the “News analysis paper,” students will choose a major sports story from the last ten years and research how it was reported in a major newspaper. They will be required to gather their news stories, read these stories, analyze them and then write an analysis paper. This assignment will allow students to use many of the skills we will practice throughout the semester including: reading critically, using databases from Maxwell Library to do research, synthesizing their ideas and writing clearly. This assignment specifically addresses the following course objective: Students will critically “read” print, televised and web-based sport media and respond to these “texts” through their writing in the course.


The first step of this assignment will require students to choose a sports “story” and gather a sufficient number of articles. We will have two class sessions in the library during October, one with instruction by Cynthia Svoboda and one where students will begin to use Lexis Nexis and get a start on this assignment with my guidance. 

Students will then be required to bring all of their articles and a detailed outline of their paper to class on November 7, one month before the paper is actually due. At this point, I will have students work in peer groups to identify the paper’s main points and to help each other in the analysis, not merely the summary, of these articles.


The paper will be due on December 5. I will grade the papers based on the rubric below and will provide written comments to the students. I will return the papers on the last class meeting, December 12, and offer the students a chance to revise their work and resubmit the paper on the date of the final exam, December 21.
From the course syllabus: 

Guidelines for Writing News Analysis Paper (Minimum length = 5 pages, Maximum length = 8 pages)

You are to use the archives of a major news service (The NY Times, The Boston Globe) to investigate a sports “story” from beginning to end. You are to trace a major “story” from first report to last report over the last ten years. You are to use what you have learned in class to write a paper that does not recount WHAT happened in the story, but to analyze the stories themselves and how they might reproduce traditional notions of culture, gender, citizenship or racial identity. Your complete reference page should include references to a complete cycle of news reports.

Notes on all written work:
1. All written work (assignments, homework, and papers) must be typed in 10 or 12 point font and double spaced.

2. Grammar and spelling will be weighted heavily.

3. Complete thoughts or answers are expected for all assignments.

4. Save paper, DO NOT use cover pages.

5. Keep a copy of all your work on a hard drive or a jump drive.
6. I will not grade or correct papers that have more than five grammatical or spelling errors on the first and second pages. I will return these papers to you and the paper will be considered late until you resubmit it to me.

7. All papers must include an updated reference page in APA (American Psychological Association) style. See library link below to help you get started:

http://www.bridgew.edu/Library/styleman.cfm

8. If necessary, I will suggest that you meet with a tutor at the writing studio as an added requirement of this course. http://www.bridgew.edu/WritingStudio/
Rubric for Papers (Rough drafts and Final drafts):

Spelling/grammar/format 





(20%)

Quality of the summary/quality of question for discussion 

(30%)

Clarity of the writing 






(25%)

Overall score- how well does it read as a whole piece of work 
(25%)

This totals a score out of 100%

