Sustainability and City Life
Instructor: Michele Wakin, Ph.D. Office: 101B Burrill Avenue (across the street from Moakley)

Contact Information: Office Phone: (508)531-2514, Email: mwakin@bridgew.edu
Office Hours: TBA

Class Time and Place: TBA
Course Description:  This course critically examines whether or not it is possible to make the world a better place in terms of people, planet, and profit.  Are these even compatible goals?  Is sustainability possible in cities or are cities the antithesis of a sustainable lifestyle?  Traditionally associated with environmental pollution, poverty, and vice, cities throughout the world are beginning to question how to improve their quality of life and make themselves more sustainable.  A sustainable city is one that does not pollute the environment, that promotes economic development and the fair and equitable distribution of resources for all citizens.  Are these realistic goals?  To address this question, we will examine the historical development of cities, slums, and suburbs, and examine innovative initiatives that have been successful in reducing greenhouse gas emissions, reducing poverty, and maximizing profit.
Course Goals and Objectives:

1. To define sustainability.

2. To learn about the development of cities, slums, and suburbs.
3. To explore the problematic issue of automobile dependence.
4. To explore innovative solutions to urban problems.
5. To understand how different cities and countries experience climate change.

6. To understand how sustainability affects people’s everyday lives and ideas about the world and themselves.

Books:  The following texts are required for this course
Wachs, Martin and Margaret Crawford Eds. 1991. The Car and The City: The Automobile, The 
Built Environment, and Daily Urban Life. Ann Arbor: The University of Michigan Press.
Kunstler, James Howard. 1998. Home From Nowhere. New York: Touchstone.

Newman, Peter, and Jeffrey Kenworthy. 1999. Sustainability and Cities: Overcoming Automobile 
Dependence.  Washington, D.C.: Island Press.
Portney, Kent. 2003. Taking Sustainable Cities Seriously. Cambridge: The MIT Press.

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP) (2005) 
Improving the lives of the urban poor: case studies on the provision of basic services 
through partnerships.
Course Requirements:

1)  You must enroll in the Blackboard web site for this course.  All course materials will be posted on this 
site and it will be used to contact the class in case of announcements.  The URL for Blackboard at 
BSC is http://blackboard.bridgew.edu.  It contains information on claiming your User Account 
and enrolling yourself into the course.

2)  All students are required to read and sign a course contract which spells out requirements for course 
participation and etiquette in class.

Grading and Assignments:

Book Summaries (20%) 
*one page briefs of the readings – to be posted on Blackboard.

Mid-Term Paper (20%) 

* five pages – discussed in class in advance.

Final Paper (20%) 

* ten pages – draft due before final.

Final Presentation (20%) 
* five to seven minutes – in class presentation.

Class Participation (10%) 
* attendance, attentive listening, contributing to in class discussion.

Schedule of Readings
Week 1


Sustainability Defined
Reading: 
Sustainability and Cities, pp. 1-26 (Ch. 1)
Writing:
One page summary due.
Week 2


Sustainable Cities
Reading:
Taking Sustainable Cities Seriously, pp. 1-31 (Ch. 1)
Writing:
One page summary due.
Week 3


Automobile Dependence: US and Global Cities
Reading:
Sustainability and Cities, pp. 27-128 (Ch. 2, 3)
Writing:
One page summary due.
Week 4


The Car and Daily Life: Work
Reading:
The Car and the City, pp. 1-36 (Part I: The Car, The City, and Daily Work)
Writing: 
One page summary due.
Week 5


The Car and Daily Life: The Family
Reading:
The Car and the City, pp. 37-102 (Part II: The Automobile, Families, and Daily Life)
Writing:
One page summary due.
Week 6


Reducing Automobile Dependence
Reading:
Sustainability and Cities, pp. 128-239 (Ch. 4)
Writing:
One page summary due.
Week 7


Society in Trouble 

Reading:
Home From Nowhere, pp. 21-34, 58-80 (Ch. 1 and Ch. 3, Who we Are, Car Crazy)
Writing:
Short Paper Draft Due.
Week 8


Water, Energy, Environment
Reading: 
Taking Sustainable Cities Seriously, pp. 77-100


Sustainability and Cities, pp. 240-284.
Writing:
SHORT PAPER #1 DUE
Week 9


Community and Growth I

Reading: 
Taking Sustainable Cities Seriously, pp.101-156
Writing:
One page summary due.
Week 10


Community and Growth II
Reading:
Home from Nowhere, pp. 81-249. 
Writing:
One page summary due.
Week 11


Sustainable Cities, Social Justice, Social Change
Reading:
Taking Sustainable Cities Seriously, pp. 125-176.


Sustainability and Cities, pp. 285-342.
Writing:
One page summary due.
Week 12


Sustainable Cities in Practice
Reading:
Taking Sustainable Cities Seriously, pp. 177-250.
Writing:
One page summary due.
Week 13


City Profiles I
Reading:
The Car and the City, pp. 183-250 (Part IV: The Automobile and Los Angeles – 


A Special Relationship)
Writing:
One page summary due.
Week 14


Partnerships that Make a Difference
Reading:
UNESCAP Report
Writing:
Final Paper Draft Due

Week 15


Course Conclusion
In Class Presentations

Final Paper Due (during exam period)
