Sociology 299:  Spring 2007
Course Syllabus: Fieldwork and Deviance
Professor Wakin
Course Description: Fieldwork and Deviance introduces students to the exciting practice of conducting sociological fieldwork.  Students will learn how this method of inquiry fits into the discipline of Sociology and understand the fundamental theories that have shaped its development.  Each week, your reading assignments are grouped according to a general theme that relates to the practice of studying people at first hand. We will begin by covering practical matters such as how to take field notes as well as some of the personal, cultural, and ethical issues involved in choosing a research site and conducting observations.  This course also focuses on defining and understanding sociological theories of deviance.  We will examine the processes through which deviant identities are defined, measures, and evidenced in and through social control policies.  We will focus our field observations on examining how “differentness” occurs in the field, as a sociological practice, and use this as a starting point for understanding deviance.


Students will focus on the details of social interaction; how people occupy public/private spaces, how offers are made and accepted/rejected, and how groups interact to include/exclude members. Throughout this course, you will develop your analytical and observational skills, and use these to build well-grounded explanations of action. Each of you will develop a research topic and site you are interested in observing weekly throughout the semester, and use the readings as points of illumination, comparison or contrast.

Course goals:  Students in this course will learn how to make informed and detailed observations of social interaction.  They will also become skilled in reading, accessing, and understanding sociological sources and using these to craft their own arguments.  In addition to gaining a working knowledge of theories of deviance, students will use these to examine their own field observations.

Primary Texts:  
Duneier, Mitch. 1999. Sidewalk. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux.
Emerson, Robert. 1988. Contemporary Field Research. Illinois: Waveland Press.
Jackson, Bruce. 1987. Fieldwork. Chicago: University of Illinois Press.
Jorgensen, Danny. 1989. Participant Observation. Sage Applied Social Research 

Methods Series, Vol. 15.
Goffman, Erving. 1963. Stigma: Notes on the Management of Spoiled Identity. New 

York: Simon & Schuster Inc.
Lofland, Lyn. 1973. A World of Strangers: Order and Action in Urban Public Space. 

New York: Basic Books.
Wacquant, Loïc. 2004. Body & Soul: Notebooks of an Apprentice Boxer. New York: 

Oxford University Press.

**Additional readings to be distributed or assigned in class.

Assignments and Grading


Instead of multiple choice or take-home exams, students in this class will be asked to conduct weekly fieldwork assignments and one final presentation. Each assignment will have specific guidelines which you will receive beforehand.  Weekly assignments are intended to incorporate summaries of the reading as well as field observations. No late papers will be accepted unless the student has made prior arrangements. At the end of the semester, students will make a short presentation on their research.  Below is a breakdown of how you will be graded:

· Weekly Assignments = 80%  
· Final Presentation = 10% 

· In-Class Assignments and Participation= 10% 

Students will be expected to prepare for in-class assignments on the reading material by remaining up to date with the course readings. Types of in-class assignments include: developing and handing in questions on the reading material, answering short questions about the readings, and/or conducting group assignments. Finally, students will be graded on class participation. We will do a lot of talking in class about what we learn and observe.  Participation is a key part of your grade as your willingness to share your research with others is a part of your overall fieldwork experience.  Listening is also a key part of participation, as it is much easier to speak when you know you have an attentive and respectful audience. Your participation grade will therefore take into account how well you listen as well as your facility in presenting.

Course Attendance: Is mandatory, but everyone has emergencies! The official attendance policy for this course is that you have one unexcused absence. Each absence after that will be a two-point deduction from your final grade. Don’t let that happen! Please come to class + let me  know how you’re doing – Communication is everything.

Special Needs: If you are a student who needs special academic accommodations, please contact me as soon as possible, after the start of the course and please visit the Academic Achievement Center located in Maxwell Library.

Schedule of Readings
Weeks 1 and 2

Taking Notes and Collecting Data



Group Activities: Selecting a Field Site, Dilemmas in the Early Stages of Research.
Jorgensen, Danny. 1989. Participant Observation Sage: Applied Social Research Methods Series, 

Vol. 15. Ch. 7, “Notes, records, and files,” pp. 96-107.

Emerson, Robert. 1988. Contemporary Field Research. Illinois: Waveland Press. TBA.

Lofland, John and Lyn. 1984. Analyzing Social Settings. Wadsworth Publishing Co. pp. 5-19.

Goffman, Erving. (1967) “The Presentation of Self,” and “Face-work and Interaction 

Rituals.”(1959).

Weeks 3 and 4

Behavior in Public Places


Guided Discussion: Ethical Concerns and “fitting in”
Duneier, Mitch. 1999. Sidewalk. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux. Part Two, Part 

Three.

Emerson, Robert. 1988. Contemporary Field Research. Illinois: Waveland Press. 

selections.
Lofland, Lyn. 1973.  A World of Strangers: Order and Action in Urban Public Space. New  York: Basic Books, pp. 118-131, 140-157.  

Spain, Daphne.  1992.  Gendered Spaces.  Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 

pp.  1-29.

Wacquant, Loïc. 2004. Body & Soul: Notebooks of an Apprentice Boxer. New York: 

Oxford University Press. Introduction.
Weeks 5 and 6

Space, Appearance, Stigma



Special Event: Library Presentation: “Resources and Strategies for Sociologists”  

**To select a topic and readings for final presentations.

In-class: Mid-term evaluations. 
Lofland, Lyn. 1973. A World of Strangers: Order and Action in Urban Public Space.

New York: Basic Books, pp. 118-131, 140-157.

Stone, Gregory. 1974. “Appearance and the Self,” in Life as Theater, Ed. D. Brisett and C. 


Edgley. Chicago: Aldine Publishing Company.

Goffman, Erving. Stigma: Notes on the Management of Spoiled Identity. Ch. 2


Weeks 7 and 8

Fieldwork, Inequality, and Deviance
Anzaldúa, Gloria. 1987. “La conciencia de la mestiza: Towards a New Consciousness.” In Borderlands: La Frontera. San Francisco: Ann Lute. pp.77-91.
Duneier, Mitch. 1999. Sidewalk. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux. Intro. and Afterword.

Becker, Howard. 1963. Outsiders: Studies in the Sociology of Deviance. New York: The Free 

Press. Pp. 1-25.

Goffman, Erving. Stigma: Notes on the Management of Spoiled Identity. Ch. 1, 4.

Weeks 9 and 10

Deciphering the Code: Race, Class, Gender, Sexuality

Special Event: Guest Lecture: TBA, “Homed to Homeless.” Readings – to be distributed in class.

Emerson, Robert. 1988. Contemporary Field Research. Illinois: Waveland Press. 

selections.
Staples, Brent. “Black Men and Public Space.” Realizing Symbolic Order Through Interaction. 

Ch. 19. 
Wieder, Lawrence. 1988. “Telling the Convict Code,” in Contemporary Field Research, ed. R. 

Emerson. Illinois: Waveland Press. Pp. 78-90.

West, Candace and Don Zimmerman. 1987. “Doing Gender,” Gender and Society. Vol. 1 No. 2. 

pp. 125-151.

Veness, April. 1993. “Neither Homed nor Homeless: Contested definitions and the personal 

worlds of the poor.” Political Geography, Vol 12, No. 4. pp. 319-340.

Weeks 11 and 12

Surveillance, Institutions and Work
Foucault, Michel. 1995. Discipline & Punish : The Birth of the Prison. New York: Vintage Books. pp. 195-208.

Henstel, Bruce. 1978. “Under and Out,” California, November. Pp.95-100 (handout).
Goffman, Erving.  1961. Asylums. New York: Anchor Books. Introduction, and Selections 

from “On the Characteristics of Total Institutions,” pp.  1-35, 74-79.

Salzinger, Leslie.  1991.  “A Maid by Any Other Name:  The Transformation of ‘Dirty Work’ by Central American Immigrants.”  Ethnography Unbound, ed. Michael Burawoy.  Berkeley: University of  California Press. pp.  135-160.

Gowan, Teresa. 2000. “Excavating ‘Globalization’ from Street Level: Homeless Men Recycle Their Pasts,” in Global Ethnography, ed. Michael Burawoy.  Berkeley: University of  California Press. 74-105.
Williams, Jean Calterone. 1996. “Geography of The Homeless Shelter: Staff Surveillance And Resident Resistance,” in Urban Anthropology. Vol. 25(1) pp. 75-113.
Duneier, Mitch. 1999. Sidewalk. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux. Selections
Weeks 13 and 14

Student’s Choice, Final Presentations

Special Event: Film Clips: Cultural Criticism and Transformation – bell hooks.
(BOOK) Goffman, Erving. Stigma: Notes on the Management of Spoiled Identity. Ch. 3.

Three Readings – Student’s Choice

