Sociology 380
Course Syllabus: Qualitative Methods and Urban Ethnography
Professor Wakin: mwakin@bridgew.edu
Office: Burrill Office Complex 101B
Course Description: Qualitative Methods and Urban Ethnography will teach students to become skilled observers of urban environments.  We will practice various forms of data collection including field notes, surveys, audio and video recordings.  We will also examine the personal, cultural and ethical issues involved in studying people at first hand.  Students will read field reports on urban settings and problems and collect their own field data in a setting of their choice.  This course will encourage students to critically examine their own social position and ways of representing other people.


We will begin the course by conducting warm-up field exercises that will help students think about a particular setting they want to observe and ways of recording and analyzing information.  After this introductory period, students will choose a particular site and conduct weekly field observations.  Our readings each week will draw your attention to a particular aspect of urban settings and offer solutions to problems such as: your role in the setting, how to fit in and conduct research, how manage ethical issues and collect information.

Course goals:  
1. To become skilled observers and recorders of social interaction.

2. To learn a variety of qualitative methods and know how to tailor them to fit specific settings.

3. To explore the ethical concerns qualitative research poses.
4. To get a hands on look at how qualitative research is useful in urban settings.

5. To actively engage with our ideas and stereotypes.

6. To become familiar with theory, research, and policy regarding qualitative research.

Primary Texts:  
Anderson, Elijah. 1999. Decency, Violence, and the Moral Life of the Inner City. New York: W.W. 
Norton Press.

Emerson, Robert. 1988. Contemporary Field Research. Illinois: Waveland Press
Goffman, Erving. 1963. Stigma: Notes on the Management of Spoiled Identity. New 

York: Simon & Schuster Inc.

Lofland, Lyn. 1973. A World of Strangers: Order and Action in Urban Public Space. 

New York: Basic Books.

Wacquant, Loic. 2004. Body & Soul: Notebooks of an apprentice Boxer.  New York: Oxford 
University Press.
**Additional readings to be distributed or assigned in class.  All Hand outs will be on reserve in 
the Maxwell Library.

Assignments and Grading


Students in this class will be required to conduct weekly assignments designed to hone your observational skills and try out different research methods.  Guidelines for each assignment will be distributed in class.  By the third week of the semester, all students will be required to choose a field site and conduct all remaining weekly observations and exercises there.  Each week, students will keep field notes and collect specified forms of data (including interviews and audio/video recordings).  We will discuss our observations in class and use field data to raise problems and offer solutions.


In addition to weekly assignments, students will also be required to conduct independent research for use in a final oral presentation and essay (approximate length 10 pgs.).  This final presentation will examine how the readings you select relate to your field setting and exercises you conducted.  It will also allow you to show the class the data you collected.  Below is a breakdown of how you will be graded:

· Weekly Assignments = 50%  
· Final Presentation = 20%

· Final Essay= 20% 

· In-Class Assignments and Participation= 10% 

Course Attendance: Is mandatory, but everyone has emergencies.  The official attendance policy for this course is that you have one unexcused absence. Each absence after that will be a one-point deduction from your final grade. Don’t let that happen! Please come to class + let me  know how you’re doing – Communication is everything.

Special Needs: If you are a student who needs special academic accommodations, please contact me as soon as possible, after the start of the course and please visit the Academic Achievement Center located in Maxwell Library.

Schedule of Readings: We will cover each major topic for a two week period and the readings will correspond with a bi-weekly field exercise.  Readings are to be completed at the start of the two week period (Specific Dates TBA)
Weeks 1 and 2

How to Take Notes/Conduct Field Observations



Emerson, Robert. 1988. Contemporary Field Research.  “Introduction,”  “The Face of 
Contemporary Ethnography,” “Thick Description” pp. 1-75.
Lofland, Lyn. 1973. A World of Strangers: Order and Action in Urban Public Space. 

Part I:  “Urban Public Order: The Historical Transformation,” pp.1-66
HAND OUTS/ON RESERVE:

Goffman, Erving. (1967) “The Presentation of Self,” and “Face-work and Interaction 

Rituals.”(1959). 10 pg summary.
Student Exercise:  Conduct “smiling” experiment on campus.

Weeks 3 and 4

Examining Your Role in a Setting


Emerson, Robert. 1988. Contemporary Field Research. Illinois: Waveland Press. “Ethnography 
and the Representation of Reality,” “Ethnography and Realism” pp. 89-112.
Lofland, Lyn. 1973.  A World of Strangers: Order and Action in Urban Public Space. New 

York: Basic Books.  “Privatizing Public Space: Locational and Symbolic Transformations” 


pp. 118-131, 140-157.  

HAND OUTS/ON RESERVE:
Adler, Patricia and Peter. 1987. Membership Roles in Field Research. California: Sage 
Publications, pp. 8-35.
Lofland, John and Lyn. 1984. Starting Where You Are. Wadsworth Publishing Co. pp. 5-19.
Student Exercise:  Conduct “eye gaze” experiment in conversation.

Weeks 5 and 6

Stigma, Appearance, and Space in the City



Lofland, Lyn. 1973. A World of Strangers: Order and Action in Urban Public Space.

New York: Basic Books, “Urban Learning: The Acquisition of City Meanings and City 
Skills,” “Using the City: The Adventures of Skilled Urbanites.” pp. 96-116, 158-175.
Goffman, Erving. Stigma: Notes on the Management of Spoiled Identity. “Stigma and Social 
Identity,” “Information Control and Personal Identity” pp 1-104

Student Exercise:  Early data collection and formulating research questions.  
Weeks 7 and 8

Fieldwork and Inequality

Emerson, Robert. 1988. Contemporary Field Research. “Insider Field Research in Minority 
Communities,” “On the Evolution of Sidewalk,” “Gender and Fieldwork Relations,” 
“Learning from Kids,” pp. 159-187 and 203-138.
Wacquant, Loic. 2004. Body & Soul: Notebooks of an apprentice Boxer.  “The Street and The 
Ring,” pp. 13-150.
Student Exercise:  An examination of Inequality and Difference.

Weeks 9 and 10

Race and Class in the Inner City
Wacquant, Loic. 2004. Body & Soul: Notebooks of an apprentice Boxer.  “Fight Night at Studio 
104,” “Busy Louie at the Golden Gloves,” pp. 151-256.

Anderson, Elijah. 1999. Decency, Violence, and the Moral Life of the Inner City. “Decent and Street Families,” “Campaigning for Respect,” pp. 35-106.
Student Exercise:  Examining race, class, gender and sexuality in the field. Preliminary Article 
Searches.
Special Event: Guest Lecture: TBA, 
Weeks 11 and 12

Codes of the Street
Emerson, Robert. 1988. Contemporary Field Research. “Telling the Convict Code,” pp. 76-88
Anderson, Elijah. 1999. Decency, Violence, and the Moral Life of the Inner City. “Drugs, Violence, 
and Street Crime,” “The Mating Game,” ”The Decent Daddy,” pp. 107-205
Student Exercise: In Class Draft, Article Selection, Review for Presentation.
Weeks 13 and 14

Student’s Choice, Final Presentations


Anderson, Elijah. 1999. Decency, Violence, and the Moral Life of the Inner City. “The Black Inner 
City Grandmother in Transition,” “John Turner’s Story,” “The Conversion of a Role 
Model,” pp. 206-325.
Special Event:  In class Student Presentations (Group Evaluations).
Final Research Paper Due during Exam Period (Dates TBA)
