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COURSE OVERVIEW: Who are the people that have chosen economics as their field? This is a “who’s who” of those involved in economics. Whether they are celebrities who studied economics in college or professionals that pursued a career in economics, we will discover who they are and what makes them tick. Using the vast online resources available to us, we will find out what role economics has played in the lives of these people. So bring your laptop and be prepared to search for those studying homo-economus.
TEXTBOOK: There is no required text. The Internet and the library will be the primary resources for searches on this topic. The following list of resources will be used to prepare for lectures.
Economic Principals.com, URL: http://www.economicprincipals.com/issues/05.12.04.html
Great economists before Keynes: an introduction to the lives & works of one hundred great economists of the past, by Mark Blaug, Atlantic Highlands, N.J. : Humanities Press International, 1986. (Maxwell Library call number: HB76.B54)
Great economists since Keynes: an introduction to the lives & works of one hundred modern economists, by Mark Blaug, Totowa, N.J. : Barnes & Noble, 1985. (Maxwell Library call number: HB76.B55)

Who’s Who In Economics, edited by Mark Blaug and Howard R. Vane, Edward Elgar Publishing; 4th edition (September, 2003).
REQUIREMENTS: There will be a check-in assignment to make sure everyone has a laptop and access to Blackboard (BB), nine biography essays (approximately one per week), two exams (on BB), one final paper (15 pages minimum), and required attendance/participation. No make-up exams or assignments will be given unless due to extreme events. An unexcused absence from an exam will be counted as a zero for the exam. Assignments received after the due date will be subject to penalty points and will likely be worth zero points after a week. Notification is required for missing exams and assignments in case of illness or other serious incapacitating condition! 

The paper may be turned in anytime prior to the due date. The paper topic shall include the standard sections of a discussion/research (non-econometric) paper (discussed later in the semester). 

GRADES: Your final grade is a weighted average of your performance as shown below:

	Check-In Assignment
	25 pts.
	3%

	Exams
	2*100 pts. =200 pts.
	24%

	Biographical Essays
	9 * 25 pts. =225 pts. 
	26%

	Paper
	200 pts.
	24% 

	Attendance/Participation
	200 pts.
	24% 

	Total
	850 pts.
	100%


Fractionalized grading (+/-) will be used. Grades will be determined by the final distribution of total points at the end of the semester. However, a score of 90% (80%, 70%, 50%) will be sufficient for a letter grade of A- (B-, C-, D-). 

OTHER INFO: Attendance will be taken and participation in the class discussions is expected. Points will be awarded for attendance and participation. You are expected to help search the Internet during and out of class to find helpful information to enhance the course. Stay on top of things, review your notes regularly, and bring your questions to class, office hours, or ask them by e-mail. Active participation is encouraged both in class and outside of class! Blackboard will be used for this course so get your Blackboard account setup immediately.

Topics of discussion

While much of the course will involve research individual people on the Internet, in-class discussions will be directed toward real world economic issues. Some of those issues for discussion are listed below.

What is the possible energy mix of the future?

How do the competition assumptions get used?

What does fairness mean in an economy?

What is market failure and how do we deal with it?

How do societies organize in order to solve the basic economic problem of who does what and how are things distributed? (see “The Village” assignment below for a writing intensive assignment for this topic.)

The Village Assignment

Course: The People of Economics (ECON199)

Instructor: Dr. Michael Jones (x2240), Department of Economics

Purpose: This assignment will 1) teach students a process to overcome writers block by following a process and disconnecting from their original thoughts; 2) require students to be inventive in approaching revisions; and 3) open their eyes to social problem solving which is economic behavior.

Type of writing: reflection and analysis.

Grading: An “A” assignment will 1) consist of all of the steps in the process; 2) show the student’s willingness to suspend preconceptions; 3) demonstrate logical structure incorporating graceful transitions and unified paragraphs; 4) result in a final product with polished writing; and 5) be thought-provoking.

Part 1 (class one) – The movie “the Village” will be shown during class leaving about 30-45 minutes remaining afterward. The story is about a group of people living in isolation but apparently very happily. It is as though they were on a stranded island and have created a very successful community. However, the “island” boundaries are the tree line of a forest encircling their village where the forest is so dangerous to enter the village is cut off from the rest of the world.

Step 1) Immediately after the movie ask the students to write down the one word they would need to recall what they are thinking about the meaning of the movie.

Step 2) Instructor shares their “word” and then asks each of the students to share as well. Then the instructor explains the thought behind the word. Having witnessed the instructor’s explanation, each student shares the meaning of their word. The instructor’s focus will be on “how the group makes a living”(the economic structure that evolved).

Part 2 (class two) – Discussion of the movie continues with an emphasis on translating the student’s primary insight about the story into a short essay.

Step 1) Discussion begins with a new word for each student. Students have thought about the story for a week and considered all the ideas expressed by their peers (previous class).

Step 2) Students are given a handout with several questions. The students work in class by themselves to answer each of the questions.

Question 1) Write down your word and the concept it is helping you recall about the story?

Question 2) Why is this topic of significance to you?

Question 3) Think about a place in the movie that illustrates your point but instead of replaying the movie at that point, describe the scene.

Question 4) What lesson can a viewer learn from the movie regarding the subject you selected?

Step 3) Each student will cut and paste the answers to the questions into a document (laptops are required in class) in the given order. Then they will begin the process of expanding on their answers and creating transitions between them until it becomes the first draft of an essay. This draft will be posted to a discussion forum in Blackboard (BB).

Step 4) Each student will download an essay file from BB (not their own) and turn on change tracking. Now each student will continue the process of editing the essay as though it were their own. In other words they will take ownership of another person’s essay and make it theirs. The second draft will be created and posted on BB.

Step 5) After class each student will print the second drafts of both of their essays (the one they created and another student finished, and the one they finished). These are handed in with a print of their “word” and the answered questions.

