Memorandum

To: Dr. Ronald Pitt

From: Pamela Hayes-Bohanan, Assistant Librarian
Re: Progress report on Course Development Grant

Date: September 28, 2006

I have met regularly with Dr. Elizabeth Spievak to plan our First Year Seminar, PSYC 199: The Psychology of Academic Success, to be taught in the spring semester 2007. The course is to be Library intensive so we have been identifying ways that Information Literacy can be incorporated into the course. The course will include lessons on using the library to find resources, creating bibliographies, as well as web site evaluation and other critical thinking skills. The students will also be required to meet regularly with me to discuss how they are conducting their library research for writing assignments. One of the outcomes of this course is to introduce students to conducting research. This is in line with the College’s undergraduate research mission.

In addition to consulting with Dr. Spievak on the development of the syllabus I have been researching readings, websites and other source materials to use in lieu of a textbook. I have worked closely with Dr. Spievak to find appropriate source material. Some of these readings will be placed on reserve at the library, while others will be made available through Blackboard. A partial list of resources follows.
Gerardi, S. (2006). Positive college attitudes among minority and low-income students as an indicator of academic success. The Social Science Journal,43, 185-190.

Gifford, D.D., Briceño-Perriott, J & Mianzo, F. (2006) Locus of control: academic achievement and retention in a sample of university first-year students. Journal of College Admission, Spring, 19-25.
How are kids smart?: Multiple Intelligences (M.I.) in the classroom. (1995). Videorecording.

Levine, J.M. (1999). Solomon Asch’s legacy for group research. Personality and Social Psychology Reivew 3 (4), 358-364.

Nonis, S., Hudson, G.I., Philhours, M.J., & Teng, J.K. (2005). Changes in college student composition and implications for marketing education: revisiting predictors of academic success. Journal of Business Research, 58 (3), 321-329.

Ross, S.E., Niebling, B.C., Heckert, T.M. (1999) Sources of stress among college students. College student Journal, 33 (2), 312-317.

Strage, A.A. (1999). Social and academic integration and college success. College Student Journal, 33 (2), 198-205.
Films for the Humanites. (Producer). (2005). Study of memory [videorecording]. Princeton, N.J.: Films for the Humanities and Sciences. 
Wheeler, G. (Producer).(2000). Learning in context: probing the theories of Piaget and Vygotsky [videorecording].Princeton, N.J.: Films for the Humanities and Sciences.
McGraw Hill Companies. Locus of Control web survey http://www.dushkin.com/connectext/psy/ch11/survey11.mhtml
