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“’Will We Be Dining Alone?’: Living Single in America”

* In 1820, Missouri imposed a one dollar per year “bachelor tax” on unmarried men between the ages of 21 and 50.

* In 1957, 80% of Americans said that an unmarried woman was “sick,” “neurotic,” or “immoral.”

* In 1986, 38% of Americans believed that being single was “not a fully acceptable lifestyle.”

* In 2000, the U.S. Census found that the number of single-person households in the United States had increased by 21% in the 1990s. About 27.2 million Americans (77% of them 65 or younger) lived alone in 2000, accounting for about 26% of all households.

(In 1950, just 9.3% of U.S. households consisted of people living alone.)

[Sources: Kearl’s Guide to the Sociology of Family, Trinity College and Boston Globe]

This course will examine the historical, social and cultural construction of the single person in America including the stereotypical ‘spinster,’ the ‘bachelor’ subculture of the frontier and emerging urban areas, and the ‘stigma’ of being unmarried in a ‘two-by-two’ world.  In addition, through a variety of theoretical perspectives and research methods, we will explore the normative, demographic, and economic factors that have affected the dramatic shift outlined above. Finally, we will examine how the rise in the single population (which includes never-married, divorced, and widowed) has affected social customs, consumerism, and leisure activities in America.

TEXTS

Chudacoff, Howard P. The Age of the Bachelor: Creating an American Subculture. (Princton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1999).
Goffman, Erving. Stigma: Notes on the Management of Spoiled Identity. (NY: Simon & Schuster, 1963).
Israel, Betsy. Bachelor Girl: The Secret History of Single Women in the Twentieth Century. (NY: Harper/Collins, 2002).

Trimberger, E. Kay. The New Single Woman. (Boston: Beacon Press, 2005).

Students will also be expected to read selected relevant journal articles and excerpts from out-of-print books.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Attendance
Class attendance is mandatory.  Attendance will be taken and tardiness will be noted. I expect you to arrive on time.  After 3 absences, you will lose 1/3 grade for each unexcused absence. 

Class Participation
Participating in class discussions involves coming to class having read and thoughtfully considered the readings for the day, being willing to raise questions that occurred to you in the course of reading, summing up key insights in the readings, listening to the ideas and questions that your classmates present, and responding to them.  I do not measure quality of class discussions by the number of remarks you make per session, but everyone should try to make some contribution. This is especially important given that this is a Second Year Seminar with a small number of students.
Written Assignments

This is a Second Year Seminar with a Writing Intensive Component. Four papers are required in this course. Details on these papers follow this course outline. The papers will be 3-5 pages in length. During the preparation of each paper, students will receive in-class peer input, followed by instructor feedback on a draft, prior to the due date of the final paper. Your peer evaluations of others’ work will also be graded.
Written Work Evaluation Criteria

A. All written work will be evaluated for the following components:


1. Use of the sociological framework and perspectives covered in the course.


2. Explicit application of sociological concepts to the assignment.


3. Analyzing facts to reach a unique solution or conclusion.


4. Handling a topic originally and analytically.


5. Arguments or analytic points enumerated concisely, precisely, and fully.


6. Ideas understandable, clear, specific and provided as needed to fully develop 


    each point.

B. All written work will be graded in accordance with the following criteria:


A =Excellent work.  Demonstrates comprehensive command of the theories and principles from the course, exceptional ability to apply concepts, and superior ability to creatively and appropriately organize and express ideas.


B =Good work.  Demonstrates solid command of the theories and principles from the course, ability to apply concepts with only minor problems, and good organization and expression of ideas.


C =Fair work  Demonstrates acceptable command of the theories and principles from the course, basic ability to apply concepts, and moderate skill in organization and expression of ideas.


D =Marginal work.  Demonstrates little command of the theories and principles from the course, some attempt at applying concepts, and limited ability to organize and express ideas.


F =Unacceptable work.  Demonstrates lack of command of the subject matter, unable to appropriately and consistently apply concepts, and inconsistent use of format to organize ideas.

Please note:
Late papers will lose one third grade for each day late.  Papers are to be typed, double-spaced and proofread.  Papers – including drafts – with multiple spelling, punctuation, sentence structure, and/or typographical errors will be returned without grade. These may be revised and resubmitted. They will be treated as late. 

Grading
Grading for the course will consist of the following formula:



Papers
(20% each)




80%



In-class Peer reviews, discussions


20%

Reminder: attendance and tardiness will affect your final grade.

Disability Services

If a student has a documented disability and needs a reasonable accommodation to complete the course requirements, she or he should inform me at the beginning of the semester. If a student has questions regarding disabilities, please visit the Academic Achievement Center.
Classroom Etiquette and Rules

*Please arrive on time; class will begin promptly. The fifteen minutes between classes was initiated to ensure that students can cross campus, if necessary, and arrive on time. Chronic tardiness will result in grade reduction. 

*Turn off cellphones before entering the classroom. 

*Do not get up and walk out of the room for any reason during the class period. Walking in and out of the classroom is distracting and disrespectful to your fellow students and the instructor. If you must leave, due to an unavoidable appointment, let me know before class begins.
*Use your Bridgewater State College email account for all communications. Your account is assigned to make communication easier. Check your Bridgewater account and email me using that account.
COURSE OUTLINE

This course outline below provides actual dates for work for the entire semester.  However, given unforeseen circumstances, I may have to alter this calendar.  I will make regular announcements in class to confirm due dates for readings and assignments.
January 17:
Introduction



Handout of brief survey to ask friends, family re: attitudes towards singles.

January 19:
Attitudes toward Singles
“Current Attitudes toward Women and Men Who Never Marry,” Jean Carlson.


“A Sociological View of the Never Married,” Craig Forsyth & Elaine Johnson.

January 22:
Draft of Paper #1: Attitudes toward Singles



In Class Peer Evaluations

January 24:
Singlehood in History


“Understanding Single Adulthood,” Peter Stein.
January 26:
Liberty, A Better Husband: Single Women in America: The Generations of 1780-1840, Lee Virginia Chambers-Schiller, excerpt.

Violent Land: Single Men and Social Disorder from the Frontier to the Inner City, David Courtwright, excerpt.
January 29:
“The Best or None!: Spinsterhood in Nineteenth Century New England,” Zsuzsa Berend.


“I Have No Genius for Marriage:” Bachelorhood in Urban America, 1870-1930, Peter Laipson, excerpt.
Draft, Peer Evaluation, and Revised Paper #1 Due

January 31:
The Age of the Bachelor:Creating an American Subculture, Howard Chudacoff.
February 2:
Bachelor Girl, Betsy Israel. Chapters 1-3
February 5:
Theoretical Perspective



Stigma, Erving Goffman
“Strategies of Resistance to Stigmatization Among White Middle-Class Singles,” Anna Zajicek.
February 7:
Final Paper #1 Due 

In Class Discussion of Findings

February 9:
Methods of Research: Disguised Observation


“A Comment on Disguised Observation in Sociology,” Kai Erikson
February 12:
Singular Diversities:
“The Social and Cultural Construction of Singlehood among Young, single Mormons,” Jana Darrington et al.
February 14:
“Gender, Age, and Marital Status as Related to Romantic Involvement among African American Singles,” Belinda Tucker, Robert Taylor.

“Black Singles in America,” Robert Staples.
February 16:
Bachelor Girl, Betsy Israel. Chapters 4-5
February 19:
No Class- President’s Day

February 21:
Draft of Paper #2: Single in Observation


In Class Peer Evaluations

February 23:
“Normative Beliefs about Marriage and Cohabitation: A Comparison of Non-Latino Whites, Mexican Americans, and Puerto Ricans,” R.S. Oropesa.

“Patterns of Delayed Marriage: How Special are the Irish?” James A. Schellenberg.
February 26:
The Parenting Option
“Childcare Responsibilities of Part-Time and Single Fathers,” Kristine Rosenthal and Harry Keshet.

February 28:
The New Single Woman, chapter 6 & 7
Draft, Peer Evaluation, and Revised Paper #2 Due

March 2:
“Single Parents: Personal Struggles and Social Issues,” Judith Gordon

March 5:
The Career Track


“Early Work Patterns of Single and Married Women,” Natalie Sokoloff.


“Where are the Men for the Women at the Top?” Christine Doudna

March 7:
Bachelor Girl, Betsy Israel. Chapter 6
March 9:
Final Paper #2 Due 

In Class Discussion of Findings


March 12-23:
SPRING BREAK
March 26:
Singlehood in Popular Culture: How Singles Are Portrayed
Old Maids to Radical Spinsters: Unmarried Women in the Twentieth-Century Novel, Laura Doan, excerpt.
March 28:
Draft of Paper #3: Singles in Popular Culture

In Class Peer Evaluations

March 30:
Hollywood/Television Depictions of Singles


“In Most Films It’s Not Easy, or Attractive, to be Single,” Wesley Morris
April 2:
Film clips & discussion
April 4:
The Experience of Living Single


The New Single Woman, E. Kay Trimberger chapter 1-3
Draft, Peer Evaluation, and Revised Paper #3 Due
April 6:
The New Single Woman, chapters 4 & 5
April 9:
The New Single Woman, chapters 8 & 9
April 11:
Methods of Research: The Interview


“Methods of Research and Interviewing,” Lynda Holmstrom



“On Telling Secrets to a Stranger,” Diane Vaughn



Discussion of structured questions to begin interview
April 13:
Final Paper #3 Due 

In Class Discussion of Findings
April 16:
No Class – Patriots Day

April 18:
“Lived Experience of Never-Married Women,” Sandra Dalton


“Living Singly,” Margaret Adams

April 20:
Draft of Paper #4: Interview with an Older Single



In Class Peer Evaluations
April 23:
Aging


“Being Single in Old Age,” J. Gubrium

“The Social Context and Resources of the Unmarried in Old Age,” Pat Keith.

April 25:
“Never Married Elderly as a Social Type: Re-evaluating Some Images,” Robert Rubinstein.
April 27:
“Singles and Aging: Implications for Needed Research,” Rita Braito and Donna Anderson.

“The Never-Married in Later Life,” Russell Ward.
Draft, Peer Evaluation, and Revised Paper #4 Due

April 30:
Singles Today

Bachelor Girl, Betsy Israel, chapter 7

May 2:
The Age of the Bachelor, Howard Chudacoff, chapter 8
May 4:
“Singles Bars as Examples of Urban Courting Patterns,” Natalie Allon and Diane Fishel
The New Single Woman, Conclusion

May 7:

Final Paper #4 Due 

In Class Discussion of Findings
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