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COURSE DESCRIPTION
Everyone remembers participating in a fad, being taken in by an urban legend, believing and passing on a rumor, or witnessing a moral panic. The goal of this seminar will be to examine the social and cultural construction of these collective behaviors, behaviors which include an enormous array of activities but always involve settings where cultural guidelines are inadequate, in conflict, or non-existent. We will examine these behaviors from various sociological perspectives, gaining insight into how this behavior emerges and is supported by groups within any society.

TEXT

Locher, David A. Collective Behavior (NJ: Prentice-Hall, 2002)

Best, Joel. Flavor of the Month: Why Smart People Fall for Fads (CA: Univ of Calif., 2006)

Additional readings as noted will be supplied.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Attendance
Class attendance is mandatory.  Attendance will be taken and tardiness will be noted. I expect you to arrive on time.  After 3 absences, you will lose 1/3 grade for each unexcused absence. 

Class Participation
Participating in class discussions involves coming to class having read and thoughtfully considered the readings for the day, being willing to raise questions that occurred to you in the course of reading, summing up key insights in the readings, listening to the ideas and questions that your classmates present, and responding to them.  I do not measure quality of class discussions by the number of remarks you make per session, but everyone should try to make some contribution. This is especially important given that this is a Second Year Seminar with a small number of students.

Written Assignments

This is a Second Year Seminar with a Writing Intensive Component. Four papers are required in this course. Each paper will be 3-5 pages in length. During the preparation of each paper, students will peer and/or instructor feedback on a draft, prior to the due date of the final paper. Your peer evaluations of others’ work will also be graded. I have briefly outlined the paper topics in the course outline below. More detailed instructions will follow at the time of the assignment.
Midterm and Final Exams will cover readings and material discussed in class.
Written Work Evaluation Criteria

A. All written work will be evaluated for the following components:


1. Use of the sociological framework and perspectives covered in the course.


2. Explicit application of sociological concepts to the assignment.


3. Analyzing facts to reach a unique solution or conclusion.


4. Handling a topic originally and analytically.


5. Arguments or analytic points enumerated concisely, precisely, and fully.


6. Ideas understandable, clear, specific and provided as needed to fully develop 


    each point.

B. All written work will be graded in accordance with the following criteria:


A =Excellent work.  Demonstrates comprehensive command of the theories and principles from the course, exceptional ability to apply concepts, and superior ability to creatively and appropriately organize and express ideas.


B =Good work.  Demonstrates solid command of the theories and principles from the course, ability to apply concepts with only minor problems, and good organization and expression of ideas.


C =Fair work  Demonstrates acceptable command of the theories and principles from the course, basic ability to apply concepts, and moderate skill in organization and expression of ideas.


D =Marginal work.  Demonstrates little command of the theories and principles from the course, some attempt at applying concepts, and limited ability to organize and express ideas.


F =Unacceptable work.  Demonstrates lack of command of the subject matter, unable to appropriately and consistently apply concepts, and inconsistent use of format to organize ideas.

Please note:
Late papers will lose one third grade for each day late.  Papers are to be typed, double-spaced and proofread.  Papers – including drafts – with multiple spelling, punctuation, sentence structure, and/or typographical errors will be returned without grade. These may be revised and resubmitted. They will be treated as late. 

Grading
Grading for the course will consist of the following formula:



Papers
(15% each)




60%



In-class peer reviews, discussion, participation
10%




Midterm & Final exams (15% each)


30%

Reminder: attendance and tardiness will affect your final grade.
Disability Services

If a student has a documented disability and needs a reasonable accommodation to complete the course requirements, she or he should inform me at the beginning of the semester. If a student has questions regarding disabilities, please visit the Academic Achievement Center.
Classroom Etiquette and Rules

*Please arrive on time; class will begin promptly. The fifteen minutes between classes was initiated to ensure that students can cross campus, if necessary, and arrive on time. Chronic tardiness will result in grade reduction. 

*Turn off cellphones before entering the classroom. 

*Do not get up and walk out of the room for any reason during the class period. Walking in and out of the classroom is distracting and disrespectful to your fellow students and the instructor. If you must leave, due to an unavoidable appointment, let me know before class begins.

*Use your Bridgewater State College email account for all communications. Your account is assigned to make communication easier. Check your Bridgewater account and email me using that account.

COURSE OUTLINE

This course outline below provides actual dates for work for the entire semester.  However, given unforeseen circumstances, I may have to alter this calendar.  I will make regular announcements in class to confirm due dates for readings and assignments.

Week 1:
Introduction



What is collective behavior? Why study it? – Locher, chapter 1



General categories – Locher, chapter 7

Week 2:
Theoretical Perspectives


Fashion v. Fads – Simmel, Georg. “Fashion”


Paper #1: Begin with discussion in class about examples of fad behavior you have participated in. How easy would it be to start a fad? How would you go about it?  

Hakuta, K. How to Create your Own Fad and Make a Million Dollars. (excerpt)

Social Contagion Theory – Locher, chapter 2

Week 3:
Emergent Norm Theory – Locher, chapter 3



Individualist Approaches to Collective Behavior – Locher, chapter 6


Draft of Paper #1 due.  In class Peer Evaluations.

Week 4:
Fads


Locher, chapter 11

Meyersohn, R. “Notes on a Natural History of Fads.”

Week 5:
“The Law of the Few” from Gladwell, Malcolm. The Tipping Point.
Kosut, Mary. “An Ironic Fad: The Commodification and Consumption of Tattoos.”

Aguirre, B., et al. “The Collective Behavior of Fads: The Characteristics, Effects and Career of Streaking.”

Anderson, W. “The Social Organization and Social Control of a Fad.”

Final version of Paper #1 Due; Class Discussion

Week 6:
Rumors


Knapp, R. H. “A Psychology of Rumor.”

Paper #2:  What rumors have you heard? Select on and analyze its spread using the emergent norm perspective.
Miller, Dan E. “’Snakes in the greens’ and rumor in the inner city” 
Week 7:
Guerin Bernard and Yoshihiko Miyazaki. “Analyzing Rumors, Gossip, and Urban Legends through their Conversational Properties.”

Draft of Paper #2 due; in class Peer Evaluations

Week 8: 
Kibby, Marjorie. “Email forwardables: folklore in the age of the internet.”

Review


Midterm Exam
SPRING BREAK

Week 9:
Final version of Paper #2 Due; Class Discussion

Urban Legends
Locher, chapter 10

Brunvand, Jan Harold. The Vanishing Hitchhiker, American Urban Legends (excerpt)

Paper #3: Select an urban legend which you have been told personally. Deconstruct the moral message behind the tale.


Campion-Vincent, Veronique. “On Organ Theft Narratives”
Whatley, Marianne H. and Elissa R. Henken. Did you hear about the Girl Who…? Contemporary Legends, Folklore, and Human Sexuality. (excerpt)
Week 10:
Urban Legends and History
Lembcke, Jerry. The Spitting Image: Myth, Memory and the Legacy of Vietnam (excerpts)

Jensen, Richard. “’No Irish Need Apply’: A Myth of Victimization”
Draft of Paper #3 due.  In class Peer Evaluations.

Week 11:
Cultural Panics
Locher, chapter 12

Paper #4: Almost every newscast and daily newspaper contains reports on what can be termed “cultural panics.” Select one you have recently seen or read and analyze its components. 
Cavender, Gray. “Fear and Loathing on Reality Television: An Analysis of ‘America’s Most Wanted’ and  ‘Unsolved Mysteries’”

Aitken, Stuart. “Schoolyard Shootings: Racism, Sexism, and Moral Panics over Teen Violence.”

Week 12:
Jenkins, Philip and Daniel Maier-Katkin. “Satanism: Myth and reality in a contemporary moral panic.”

Draft of Paper #4 due; peer evaluations.

Week 13:
Potter, Roberto and Lyndy Potter. “The Internet, Cyberporn, and Sexual Exploitation of Children: Media Moral Panics and Urban Myths for Middle-Class Parents?”

Final Version of Paper #3 due; Class Discussion.
Week 14:
Glassner, Barry. The Culture of Fear: Why Americans Are Afraid of the Wrong Things. (excerpts)

Final Papter #4 due; Class discussion.


Review

Final Exam during exam week
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