Proposed Revisions to Core Course Requirements in Political Science
General Political Science Major
Required

POLI 172
POLI 350

POLI 475
4 of the following

POLI 201

POLI 260

POLI 274

POLI 275

POLI 277

POLI 279

POLI 285
American Politics Concentration

Required
POLI 172

POLI 274

POLI 277
POLI 350

POLI 475
2 of the following

POLI 201

POLI 260

POLI 275

POLI 279

POLI 285
Legal Studies Concentration

Required
POLI 172

POLI 274

POLI 285
POLI 350

POLI 475
2 of the following

POLI 201

POLI 260

POLI 275

POLI 277

POLI 279
International Affairs Concentration

Required

POLI 172

POLI 260

POLI 275
POLI 350

POLI 475
2 of the following

POLI 201

POLI 274

POLI 277

POLI 279

POLI 285

Public Administration Concentration

Required

POLI 172

POLI 277

POLI 279
POLI 350

POLI 475
2 of the following

POLI 201

POLI 260

POLI 274

POLI 275

POLI 285

Teacher Education Concentration

Required

POLI 172
POLI 260
POLI 274
POLI 275
POLI 277
POLI 350

POLI 475
Political Science Minor
Required

POLI 172

3 of the following

POLI 201

POLI 260

POLI 274

POLI 275

POLI 277

POLI 279

POLI 285

Justification:  These changes provide students more choice and flexibility in building their major course of study.  Students have the freedom to pursue subjects in areas they find interesting, thus increasing the likelihood that they will be engaged and active learners in the classroom.  In addition, bringing all of the listed 200-level courses into the department’s core offerings compliments the various concentrations it now offers.  Each concentration can tailor its respective core course requirements in order to maximize the likelihood that students will be adequately prepared for upper-division courses in the concentration.  This increases the probability that more students will, early on, begin identifying questions about politics that interest them, and thus performing mentored undergraduate research projects with department faculty.  Finally, these changes make course scheduling more manageable and result in a more efficient use of faculty resources.
