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Welcome to COMM 399!  In this course we will explore the reemergence of the (sub-)field of radio studies.  While radio received considerable attention in the first half of the 20th Century as the first mass broadcast medium, it was subsequently eclipsed by studies of film, television, and new media.  However, the last decade has seen a resurgence of critical interest in this medium, making this a particularly rewarding time to engage the study of radio.  We will be reading a number of recent studies on radio; perhaps more crucially, we will be listening to a broad selection of material from the last century of radio broadcasting.  Radio is an integral part of our everyday lives, but remains a relatively unexplored area within media studies—this class seeks to fruitfully bring together and balance both our lived experience and our critical practice.
Objectives and Outcomes  Knowing more about media shouldn’t kill our enjoyment of it—rather, it should enhance and deepen understanding of our everyday experience.  As an upper-division media studies course, we have several important objectives.  We want to gain a deeper understanding of how radio has been (and still is!) produced, consumed, and regulated.  We want to understand what and how identities are being activated, and how they are represented and transmitted.  By the end of the semester you will develop a greater sense of radio’s place within the broader fields of mass communication and media studies.  You will also be more attuned to those aspects unique to radio itself as a medium.  You will have had the opportunity to do original research on radio, and present your work in both written and oral form.  Finally, through the re-examination of a century-old mass medium, you will have the ability to look (and listen) afresh to emerging media forms, engaging their surrounding discourses of “newness” thoughtfully and critically. 
Attendance/Participation My personal goal—and our collective challenge—is to create a learning situation that is both enjoyable and intellectually stimulating.  That requires your engaged participation!  Indeed, a significant amount of your final grade is tied to class participation, tied to your own self-evaluations.  Of course, to really participate in this class, you need to actually be in class.  Assignments are going to build on readings, screenings, lectures, and discussions.  This is why attendance is crucial both for you and the class as a whole.  Absences and/or tardiness can adversely affect your grade on several levels—this isn’t to bully you into attending class sessions, but rather to underscore the importance of your being there, as together we grapple with the course materials.

Assignments  There will be a number of opportunities for you to show your knowledge, thinking, and skill in this class.  Over the course of the next four months, we will have a range of assignments: quizzes, reaction papers, exams, and a final research project with both oral and written components.  I have designed the course so that no one assignment can wreck your grade; however, it’s no overstatement to say that the workload promises to be substantial.  Plan ahead, and don’t overload your schedule!

Late Assignments  You really don’t want to fall behind in your readings—to say nothing of your graded assignments—in this class, given the breadth of material we will cover.  However, “stuff” happens.  Provided prior arrangements have been made, we will accept late written projects with the understanding that for every day the assignment is late, you will take a one-grade penalty for that assignment.  (So, by handing in your brilliant response paper Wednesday instead of Tuesday, your “A” becomes a “B”.)  There will be no make-ups for in-class quizzes.

Absences and Tardies  Just come to class.  On time.  We will cover a lot of material in precious little time. You may miss one class without penalty.  Each absence beyond that will automatically reduce your final grade by an entire letter grade (e.g., an A becomes a B).  No kidding!  Excessive tardies can and will affect your participation grade.

Blackboard We will utilize several aspects of Blackboard in this class.  The syllabus and all assignments will be available for download there.  Reading questions to guide your class preparation will be there.  Other course announcements will be posted there.  Up-to-date grades will be posted and calculated there.  Links to audio streaming websites will be aggregated there.  Familiarize yourself with Blackboard, and don’t hesitate to ask if you have any questions on this BSC software tool.  

Email  Your official BSC “@bridgew.edu” address is the only address to be used for all course email correspondence.
Blogs  You will need to create a dedicated blog for this course, so as to keep our online discussions duly focused.   If you’ve never blogged before, I recommend using Blogger (www.blogger.com) as a site that is both powerful and user-friendly.  However, you can establish your blog using any service you wish. 
Academic and college compliance policies  BSC policy regarding academic integrity, as well as a complete list of all academic policies and additional college compliance policies, are located in the college catalog (which is also available online from the school’s homepage).

Students with Disabilities  If you need special arrangements for a documented disability, please contact the Academic Achievement Center, located on the ground floor of the Maxwell Library.  If you would like to share pertinent medical information, request special arrangements for class seating, or need special assistance in the event of a building evacuation, please see me after the first class meeting.
Required texts (all available at the BSC Bookstore):

Abel, J. & Glass, I. (2006, 5th Printing).  Radio: An Illustrated Guide.  Chicago: WBEZ.
Douglas, S. J. (2004, 1st University of Minnesota Press Edition).  Listening In: Radio and the American Imagination.  Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press.

Hilmes, M. & Loviglio, J. (Eds.) (2002).  Radio Reader: Essays in the Cultural History of Radio.  New York: Routledge.
Squier, S. M. (Ed.) (2003).  Communities of the Air: Radio Century, Radio Culture.  Durham: Duke University Press.
Course Grade Breakdown:

Response papers (10)


25%

Final research project


25%

Pop quizzes (8)



20%

Take-home essay exam


10%

Blogging




10%

In-class participation 


10%

Course Grade Distribution A grade of “C” or higher in all communication studies course work contributing to the major is required for all students admitted to the BA in Communication Arts and Sciences major with a Communication Studies concentration Fall 2005 forward.  The grade distribution is as follows:



A = 93-100%

A- = 90 - 92.9%

B+ = 87 – 89.9%

B = 83 - 86.9%

B- = 80 – 82.9%

C+ = 77 – 79.9%

C = 73 – 76.9%

C- = 70 – 72.9%

D+ = 67 – 69.9%

D = 63 – 66.9%

D- = 60 – 62.9%




F = 0 – 59.9%
Calendar: Schedule is subject to change—make sure you stay abreast of course announcements, Blackboard postings, etc.  All readings, screenings, and papers should be done before that day’s meeting in preparation for class.

	Date
	Discussion
	Readings
	Assignments

	Sept 11
	Course introductions

Textbook introductions

Party like it’s 1909
	Listening: “Introduction”

Reader: “Intro” + Ch. 1, “Rethinking”
CotA: Squire, “Communities of the Air”
	

	Sept 18
	Aural fixations

“Interpretive flexibility”

Radio & the Depression
	Listening: Ch. 1, “Zen of Listening”

CotA: “A Foreclosed Model”

Reader: Ch. 2, “Radio in the Depression”
	Response 1

	Sept 25
	The science of radio

Science on the radio

America talks back
	Listening: Ch. 2, “The Ethereal World”

CotA: Ulin, “Science Literacies

Reader: Ch 5, “Vox Pop”
	Response 2

	Oct    2
	Wireless surprises,

     then and now
	Listening: Ch. 3, “Exploratory Listening”

Reader: Ch. 4, “Rural Radio Listening”

CotA: Huntemann, “Low-Power Radio”
	Response 3

	Oct    9
	Radio and popular music

Race/ethnicity/nation
	Listening: Ch. 4, “Tuning In to Jazz”

Reader: Ch. 11, “Discourse of Equality”

CotA: Breiner, “Caribbean Voices”
	Response 4

	Oct  16
	Radio comedy

Listening to gender
	Listening: Ch. 5, “Radio Comedy”

Reader: Ch. 7, “Irregular Sexuality”

CotA: Lowe, “Gracie Allen”
	Response 5

	Oct  23
	“Mass Comm” research

“Mass Culture” critique
	Listening: Ch. 6, “The Audience”

Reader: Ch. 3, “Critical Reception”

Reader: Ch 16, “Radio in the Age of TV”
	Mid-term essay

	Oct  30
	Broadcasting WWII

Racial discourses

Radio and propaganda
	Listening: Ch. 7, “Broadcast Journalism”

Reader: Ch. 11, “Racial Equality”

Reader: Ch. 13, “Expat Propagandists”
	Response 6

	Nov   6
	Sports on the air

Quiz shows

The “Cultural Front”
	Listening: Ch. 8, “Playing Fields”

Reader: Ch. 15, “Before the Scandals”

CotA: Ch. 10, “Radio’s ‘Cultural Front’”
	Response 7

	Nov 13
	Transistors / portability

Rock’n’roll

The color line: not a wave
	Listening: Ch. 9, “The Kids Take Over”

Reader: Ch. 17, “Radio Redefines Itself”

CotA: Newman, “Black Radio”
	Response 8

	Nov 20
	The promise of FM and

     the commodification

     of subcultures
	Listening: Ch. 10, “The FM Revolution”

Reader: Ch. 18, “Rise and Demise”

CotA: Goodland, “Packaged Alternatives”
	Response 9

	Nov 27
	The “public sphere”

Public radio / NPR

DIY strategies
	Listening: Ch. 11, “Talk Talk”

Reader: Ch. 19, “American Public Radio”
Radio: An Illustrated Guide
	Response 10

	Dec   4
	21st Century ham radio

Research presentations I
	Listening: Ch. 12, “Ham Radio”

CotA: Campbell, “The Radio Hobby”

Reader: Ch. 20, “Low-Power Radio”
	

	Dec 11
	Research presentations II

Course evaluations
	Listening: “Conclusion: Is Listening Dead?”

Reader: Ch. 24, “Radio’s Digital Future”

CotA: Squier, “Wireless Possibilities”
	Final Papers due


