Department of History

Bridgewater State College

His 495   Colloquium: The History of Buddhism, Hinduism, Jainism and Sikhism

Lecturer Dr R.N.Seylon tel: # 2242, e-mail rseylon@bridgew.edu
Office Hours MWF 4:10-5:00

Class 495-005 2:00-4:40  B 222

COURSE OUTLINE

This course provides for a non-specialist, an introduction to major religious traditions that have its roots in South Asia, namely Buddhism, Hinduism, Jainism and Sikhism, The primary objective of this course is to acquaint the students with the historical context in which these traditions arose, as well as the central tenets and practices of each of these major faiths and their sub sects. In this endeavour we must also be aware that there are multiple equally valid representations of these traditions, and this course attempts to approach them from a historical perspective. This course also offers an opportunity to challenge some of our preconceptions about these traditions, and makes us think critically about these major non-Western traditions, allowing one the opportunity to witness and feel how other people make sense of their own lives just as we make sense of or own.

COURSE REQUIREMENT
There will be two written exams, two book reports and a field report on which the students will be expected to do a 10-minute presentation topic of his or her choice. The students are also expected to choose a topic for postal presentation, to make a short presentation, and answer any relevant questions. In addition to classroom activities, there may be one visit, on the weekend, to South Asian religious centres in Boston (Hindu and Jain temples).

GRADES
The mid-term and final exams are worth one-fifth of the course grade. Two book reports will be worth one-fifth of the course grade. Class participation, which includes poster presentation, is worth a fifth of the course grade. The field work is worth a fifth. Students are expected to attend all class meetings, and be able to discuss and answer questions on the topic of the day

Mid-term                     20 percent


Final                            20 percent

2 book reports             20 percent 

Field work                   20 percent

Poster session              20 percent

REQUIRED TEXT BOOKS

World Religions: Eastern Traditions  second edition Volume1, 

Edited by Willard G. Oxtoby, Oxford University press, Ontario, 2002

Sources of Indian Tradition 1 Edited by Ainslie T. Embree

Columbia University press, New York, 1988

The Ramayana  Ramesh Menon, North Point Press, New York, 2001 

Arrow of the blue-skinned god   Jonah Blank, Simon Schuster, 1993

Buddha  Karan Armstrong, Penguin book, 2001

Open to desire   Mark Epstein, Gotham books, 2006

CLASS SCHEDULE

1) Week One

General Introduction

No readings

Film Siddhartha (Please start reading Ramayana and the Arrow of the Blue Skinned God for the first book report)

2) Week Two

Clifford Greetz- Religion as a cultural System

Milton Singer - A passage to more than India: a sketch of changing European and American Images

3) Week Three

Roots of Indian Tradition 

Indus Civilization

Required 

Oxtoby pages 1-20

4) Week Four

Vedic Hinduism 

Indo-European migration 

The Epics- Ramayana and Mahabharata

Required

Oxtoby pages 21 – 55

Embree-1-28

5) Week Five

Upanishads and Hindu High philosophy

Samkhya philosophy

Required

Oxtoby pages 55-63

Embree pages 334-340

6) Week Six

Poster presentation

Guest Lecturer (Reincarnation) First Book report due
7) Week Seven  

Midterm
8) Week Eight

Classical Hinduism
Bhakti -- devotional Hinduism

Hindu Art and Iconography

Role of Women (Please start reading Buddha and Open to Desire)

Required:

Oxtoby, pages 135-175

Emery, pages 342-378

9) Week Nine

Jainism
Rise of Heterodox sects

Ideology of Karma

Mahavira

Jain doctrines and the various schools

Film on Jainism

Required:

Oxtoby, pages 135-175

Emery, pages 43-92

10) Week Ten
Buddhism
Historic Buddha

Buddhist doctrine

Meditation

Samsara and Nirvana, reincarnation

Film clip: Little Buddha
Required:

Oxtoby, pages 215-248

Emery, pages 94-152

11) Week Eleven

Buddhist sects and later developments
Decline of Renaissance in Hinduism

Demise of Buddhism in India

Required:

Oxtoby, pages 106-128

Emery, pages 324-327

12) Week Twelve

Sikhism
Origins

Guru Nanak

Required:

Oxtoby, pages 106-128

Emery, pages 324-327 Second Book report due

13) Week Twelve

Poster Presentation
