Freshman Seminar: Spring, 2007 

Dr Rebecca Leavitt                                          

"Traveling Abroad Without Leaving Home"
The purpose of this first year seminar is to heighten awareness of the importance of understanding our everyday lives in a global context to see how we are all inter-dependent and how we each can benefit from the richness of our differences.  It is also to create a desire to both travel and to interact with people from different countries whether they live here or elsewhere.
 Objectives:
This first year seminar will expose students to cultural events within the community and travel experiences in selected areas around the world including learning about the following:
 

The regions in which the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts come from and the students who live and work with in their communities
 

The recent immigrants to Southeastern MA
 

The selected interests of the students
 

The areas visited by student/faculty groups within the campus community
 

The areas from which the international students and faculty come from within the campus community
 
As a first year seminar, it is intended to deepen your interest in this topic with writing intensive assignments which will improve your critical thinking, your writing and enhance competencies of library research, communication and public speaking.  These objectives will be met through the following expectations.
 

Research of the literature and global websites to develop an in-depth awareness of another country outside the United States.  Class will have an introductory session with a reference librarian after designated countries are identified. 
 

Interview an international student or an immigrant living within Southeastern Ma who has settled here
Present both interviews and research within the class

Exposure to campus wide events which focus on understanding of other cultures (Asian studies, International student night, geography luncheon of international foods, diversity events)
 

 
Week 1: Class members will share any travel experiences and make a class list of all the places students wish to visit.  In addition, class members will describe experiences with anyone they have met or know who come from other parts of the world.  The group will begin to describe what is known and what stereotypes exist of the places we have identified.  As a group, students will explore why it is important to have dialogue and exchange with others who are from other countries and cultures.
 

Assignment:  Identify the types of restaurants, stores, or religious organizations which are in your community which reflect cultures or styles other than those of the US.  Make a list separating those you have visited from those you haven't.  Look in either the local or Boston newspaper to identify any stories about other countries or people from them.  Write a short summary of how these people are being portrayed. (2 pages) 
Bring in any article of clothing which you wear often and would want to pack if you went on a trip somewhere...
 

Read:   Storti Introduction
 

Week 2:  Where are people from who currently live in our communities?  What are the different types of circumstances that led these groups to settle here?  Class members will meet in small groups and identify where their family members have come from and when they arrived here.  We will then have a brief overview of Immigration starting with the settling of the country.
 

Read: Pick one immigrant group which interests you or which is part of your community.  Read a minimum of two articles describing their culture and the circumstances which led them to come here.  Look for local news article(s) which are written about them.
 

Read:  Stori Chapter 1
 

Week 3:  What are some of our common fears or concerns about travel?  What are some of the positive aspects? What issues might we face with family members and friends as we navigate uncharted territories?  Class will begin to identify what would be important to know from other people who are different from each of us.  How do we cross bridges and begin to understand other students who are here on international exchange programs or who have come from other countries?  
Class members will meet in small groups and identify places to visit as a class which will provide new cultural experiences.
 

Assignment:  Choose one of the following and write a two page summary: 
 

     1. Attend a campus event which exposes you to cross cultural issues or students.  These can include club meetings, discussions or talks, music, art or theatre. Describe your experience and what was new for you.
 

      2. If you know someone who has come from another country, interview him/her about his experiences since coming here, what brought him/her here and what is different here from his/her country of origin?  
 Read:  Stori Chapter 2
 

Week 4:  What do we mean by culture? How is this represented by food, the arts and literature?
 

Class members will be treated to an introductory sampling of French food and culture by Professor Henry Shaffer, Chair of the Theatre and Dance Departments.  Professor Shaffer will describe his early experiences traveling abroad and how that influenced him.  In addition, class members will view excerpts from French film and view artwork of the French Impressionists.  We will identify what goes into capturing the essence of culture.
 

Read:  Stori Chapter 3
Write a description of how you viewed french culture prior to this class and what if anything has been changed as a result of trying to immerse yourself in different French activities.  Visit a town or area of France on line or through a travel book and describe what might or might not attract you about traveling there. (2pages)
 

Week 5:  What sports or outside activities are unique to the countries you are interested in?  What are the favorite pasttimes of the people?  Research the outside events and interests of the people. Class members will write out their questions and will spend some class time with the reference librarian searching appropriate web sites and journal articles.

 

Read:  Stori Chapter 4
Compare and contrast the interests and pasttimes of the population in your selected country with your own. (2pgs)

 

Week 6: Discussion of current political issues regarding immigrants and refuges.  Class members will each bring in a newspaper article which focuses on an issue faced by immigrants.  Each person will pass in a written summary of  their position on this issue and what leads them to this conclusion. (pros and cons)  We will have a structured debate listing all our reasons for taking different political stances.

 

Read:  Stori Chapters 5&6

 

Weeks 7, 8 & 9:  Class presentations of selected travel spots.  Create a sense of this country.  Be creative.  Can make a video...powerpoint presentation, artitistic creation...etc.  Help your classmates to become knowledgeable.  Background information as to population, geography, culture and what is appealing to you...Describe how one could arrange to go there and how practical this would be for you.  What would you need to do?  How would you get there?  Make your plan as realistic as possible identifying any obstacles which could interfere.  15 minutes. 2 page summary to be passed in at time of presentation.
 

Week 10:  Class visits by students who have traveled abroad.  Each student will prepare a list of five questions s/he wishes to be addressed by the students.  We will meet in small groups after a brief description of the students' trips.
 

Read:  Stori Chapters 7& 8
 

Week 11:  Class will be visited by professors and students from other cultures who will present their narratives. Why they came here, how they arrived; what they did to settle in how the transition has been for their families and themselves.
 

Read:  Stori Chapters 9 and the Afterword.
 

Week 12:  Class will go on a field trip eating lunch in a selected restaurant and attending the International Student event.
 

Assignment:  Write a summary of your interview of another class member describing his/her experience with these field trips (2pgs).
Week 13:  Class will hear from students who have recently returned from travel abroad experiences and will learn firsthand of the potential rewards and issues to be aware of in planning such trips.
 

Week 14:  Each class member will spend 5 minutes summarizing what the likelihood is of his/her partner traveling abroad and sharing his/her plan.  What seem to be the obstacles?  What do you hope to gain by going on this journey?  
Class Assignments:

Assignments will include library research of a selected country identifying historical highlights, cultural values, places of interest and ways in which to visit.  This will include a 4-5 page paper and in class presentation.  (35% of grade)

An interview with a person from another country.  (2-3pg. written summary)  (15% of grade)

A detailed plan of how one could arrange a visit to this selected country with la visit to the international travel office to learn of specific details  (how to consider all aspects of travel with identification of obstacles) 2-3 pages (15% of grade)

The other writing assignment throughout the class will count for 20% of grade

Class attendance and participation is expected throughout and will count for 15% of grade

Students are expected to appropriately reference all sources and to follow the college policy regarding plagiarism which can be found in the college handbook.  Students are encouraged to work together and help each other both enjoy and learn from this experience.
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